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ARMINGTON HILLS

has deep roots

Farmington High's new football conch comes witha
background that includes stops as an assistant coach
at thé high school, college and pro ranks,

Making the grade.

Double winners

Posting their firat double victory ever, a brother
and sister from Farmington Hills both won their
oge divistons at the Seaway Short Track Ice
Speedakating Chompionships Dunday, Dec. 13 in
Cleveland. Josh Sklar, o Warner Middle School
sixth grader, and his sister, Elyse, an Eogle Ele-
mentary third grader, each won every race en route
to n championship trophy in the Ohlo Speedskat-
ing Arsociation-hosted event. The Sklars skate
with the Berkley-based Metro Detroit Wolverine
Specdekating team.

("70) and University of Minncsota
{'71), a recelver coach at Kent State
University under Bon James ('72-73)
and an offensive and defensive line
coach at Ferris State ("74-77),
Niskanen also wasg an offensive line
coach in the Canadion Football
League in 78 for the Hamilton Tiger
Cats and in 79 for the Saskatchewen

By STEVE KOwALSK!
STARF Winen

For a guy who's nover been a head
conch, Lauri Niskanen sure carries
impreasive credentials,

Niskanen, who has been an assist-
ant coach at the high scheol, college
and professional lovels, is the new
varsity football head coach at Farm-

NFWB Slg“'up ington High School, Farmington Roughriders.
The Notth Farmington. West Bloomfield Base. schools athletic director Ron Holland NL‘MIE one of those stays was
e North Farmington-Wes! - memorable,
ball and Softhall for Youth registration will be Niskonen, a phys- “I went to Canadn and it was clther
held from 6:30 p.m. to 9 p.m. Wedneaday, Jon. 6 jeal education in- ‘Be gon_d or bc'gonc,' " snid Niskanen,
and 6:30 p.m. to9p.m. Thursdny, Jan, 14 at the g structor at Dunckel “We didn’t win (as a couching stafl)
North F: High School Boys Middle School, takes 80 we were fired.”

Niskanen gave up coaching to work
as a sales representative in the De-
troit area from 1979 to 1990 before be-
coming a physical education instruc.
tor in the Farmington schools,

Niskanen and wife Korol have a

ages 7 through 18 are eligible for baseball registra-
tion, Girls ages 8-17 are eligible for bascball or
goftball registration, Parenta can only register
their own children and new players need to show
Uirth certificates. If a registercd family hos health
insurance, the identification number also must be

~§ over for Bernie Call,
‘§ who resigned after
] three losing seasons,
9 Niskanen was one of
Call’s  assistant
conches last season

provided, %] and the previous two  son, Matt, who Is a freshman foothatl
seasons  helped player at Farmington and two dough-
Laurl Niskanen coach the junior var- tersl, Kutll:jryn (12)I umLSnrn {9). .
sity and freshmen at North Farming- “I'm old, age-wise, but young as far
Soccer camps ton under head coach Jim O'Leary. ns cunching wise, and [ have a young

family,” Niskanen said. “Most people
my age are |nvolvcd with grandkids.
I' lved in raising my own kids,
tatked to (the Farmington players)
Friday and told them I prepared for
this duy and I'm excited about the op-
portunity Lo be o head coach. We'll
teach them and make them players,”
The Falcons finighed only 1-8 last
season, Niskanen said of the cight
losses, “We were in four, out of four.”
Several sophomores saw action on
the Farmington varsity last fall and

Niskanen is 48,

“I think anyone who hus workcd
with Lauri had the of
how well he works with kids,” Hol~
land snid. *He has a great grasp of
whaot the game is about, {s very sens|-
tive to kids at the high school level
ond knows kids like discipline and
being organized. He'll be a strong as-
set to what we're starting to establish
at Farmington High.”

Niskanen was a well-traveled col-
lege and profcsalonnl coach thmugh-

The Schooleraft College Winter Soccer Camps
will be held in two sessions during January and
February, Each course meets once a wecek for four
weeks, Session I will be held Jan. 4 through Jan.
27 and Session Il is Feb. 1-24, Boys and girla ages
6 through 14 are eligible to regiater, Cost per indi-
vidual is $40 or $400 per team, Camp Director {a
8choolcraft College coach Nick 0'Shen, who led
the Ocelota to the 1987 national championship.
0'Shea I8 assisted by Lors Richters, a Livonia
Stevenson graduate who plays for the Detroit
Rockers. Call 462-4400 or 421.7533 for more infor-

Career capper: Farmington Hills Hamson senior center
made the All Observer girls basketball first team, fea-
tured in today’s section on 5B. North Farmington’s
Carey Perhins and Farmington Hills Mercy’s Katie Hef-

mation or a brochure.

7

fernan made third team.

North swimmers seeking
“a repeat of "92 success

EY NEAL ZIPSER
STAF? WiITER

;. Jon Teal is no stranger to suc-
cess.

- When Teal swam in the mid-
1980s at Redford Catholic Cen-
tral, the Shamrocks won three
consecutive Catholic League ti-

SWIMMING

be undefeated,” he said. “And our
ultimate goal is to finish in the
top three in the state, The team is
behind me on these gonls,”

How could a rookic coach ex-

the backstroke. Kozicki holds the
North record in the individual
medley and the 500 freestyle, the
lntter which placed him sccond in
the state.

out the '70s. He was a |
coach at Eastern Michigan University
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“I have been i
both of them,” Teal said. “l llkc
Kershaw because of the fact he re-

tles and once finished eighth jn Pect such high nchicvements from  minds me of myself — his stature A A
the state. ¢ a team that lost all-Western and his build, T like Kozicki be- OOD O D
. Now Teal i taking over anoth. Lakes swimmers Mike Drelles cause of his great work ethic.” BIG RED boaow oomr__ 39999 6 % &

(100 butterfly) and Chris Knoche
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THE RIGHT GEAR AT THE RJGHT PRICE

¢ traditional swimmi N The large supporting cast in-

fwusr(, - ‘I‘\lonhsi‘;"r:nmi:lg%aﬁ?";‘irc (100 freestyle)? cludes freahman Jason Speer who TALM SUNGSuaea____ 511999 D SHOES/SOCKS —

Raiders concluded another suc-  Easy. The Raiders return a tal- Will swim the backstroke and the | pecotr wa s7790 Q SPECIALTY CLUBS l Were The Place’ fur Golf Shoes

cesaful season Jast year by placing  ent.Jadencd squad, led by juniors ePrint freestyle. L | mrrusies ke secawo_S139% B © ZRREE_?_’FHEFEHS it SAVE 1076 '41%!

Beventh in the state. Jonathan Kershaw and Karl Koz- __ A trio of senior tri-captains give ARNOLDPALMER ressssemowm$22975 =] U RETRIEVERS
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pet some lofty goals, state in the 200-ya lolagt 200 medlcy relay team (1:3628), |FRERHedeon - QHEADCOVERS | Shemior———— 1350

« “Our goal for dual mects is to  senson, us well as placing sixth in Sce SWIMMING, 4B QO HATS/VISORS DRYJOV. 51099
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Martin’s long 3 lifts Shasis | Eionic
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By C.J. Risak coming., And there was no stop- Their second streak lasted 3:13; = DRY-TECH xrmn.m.w;”

§"Nafoult o b asignecfortho ™ oy there but oy e the Taldes 103 |y B} Ly By s

o fault can be assigned for the urray was there, but his arms  and led 72-64 with 9:11 left. The ;

‘game's final, declsivo points. were down to deflect a pass, With-  Ocelot lead grew to 10, 76-66, with >

1 Trailing 89-88 — Schooleraft 20 seconds left, Mortin simply 7:53left. B . AR NORFOLK... $5999

Collr‘z’gev\ivcnt lnql::;mt when pom; backed li.pbnhrevxvl m‘:)rc 'l;cct — he But now, it was the Raiders’ . , AR CLASSIC PLUS orre 38999
are neent Turner converted was well behind the three-point ' Y s y N mnu-rnm{.._s;'s”

g:e of ,two free throws with 1:02  stripc, ncorly 30 fect from the bas- turn to sally, Which they did, be- 'GIET SAVINGS: [R5 g LADY__ 34999

Oakland Ci
ty College's optians were dwin.

ket - and let {t 0y,
“I thought it was good when he

dling. Myron Banks, the Ralders’ shot it," said Reed, long after oy
best inside threat, had fouled out Martin's shot had arched through :l‘:usl:h:v"r::) R{?d;‘;’f “‘}’1‘“' Mar- rs off Any CLASSIC topur 36499
with 2:50 left. tho basket, lifting OCC to 0 92-89 o001y ol five pcinte, scored Golf Balls Reebok
! Now SC was forcing the play by victory Wednesday at SC. inol five points. mw.o_‘:'&g'"_“w‘f’ i
gaing into a zone (the Ocelots had Whitlow — who led SC with 27 |t = —= o SHAWL 3399
played man-to-man defense  The Occlots had played vali-  pointg — converted a rare four. |$5 off Any GOLF BAGS from 39% to #2897 {FUMF om conmo 21259
throughout the game). That com-  antly, if not always brilliantly. point play when ho sank a three  (k Pull Cart .{. Saloction You Just Won't Find Anywhora Elso | *49v
pounded OCC's problem, if in- Steve Whitlow's threo-point shot und was fouled. His freo throw [[ESsswrrm e %«“‘a“f“fﬂ"u
S vty K Vi o, 3 Wty i, by, v liOndisn ot [S] () OFF 42
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Instead, he called Cralg Mar. onothor loss, their scventh- The Raiders elawed back to tie |15 A '
tin's number, from long range. straight. SC is 3-9 overall, 0-3 in It with 1:11 leR on Martin's base- FE"&"—""—Z" UL ST v
“We wanted him to take the theEnstern Conference, OCCis4- line jumper. Turner's free throw |f $2 off Any Golf
three,” said Reed. 7 overall, 1-1 in the canference. H“WI SC “}:ﬂ lead W'“} 13°2~:° nlln_y. Glove INTERNATIONAL SKI & GOLF _
(i o ot SaUEh unprepared:  The Oculots woro shend by o Tong range heroice. Colomon led ([ ShaTinlamEs z] s MRGREEG s tssuonenite oo

cir all-conferenco center, S poing with 3:25 left in the first  QCC with 27, with Martin getti |$ Off Aoy Jumbo | s ¥evl—ee NovI Bouth ol 1.08
foot.6 Jarvls Murray, was sta- holf, but OCC finished with n 10- 5o nnylﬂt:nkb‘ ‘;fel artin getting Metalwood -::;mer&umux.._zmvoncmomno o112 Wb
tioned at the top of the key In the g spurt and led 60-44 at the Inter. * &@ o « TRAVERSZ CITY. 107 E. FRONT ST, (Bay Si0w E:
zone, his sole purpose to bother I .l‘\!-“’ll-“.‘.';".'l‘ﬂhc
Mnrt'in It hu; t;pbo an outsid  ™ission. SC got 20 from Bryant Mar- l $ off . R RANGR e S WS TN Werto 08,75
shot, and (Moxtin's) their best  SC started to make ita move *FNiez5nd 17 from Mutray: 5 3 CEARRORN TR ot OO D s o T

I'm telling you,” said Reed of 00“ 81!0” EAST LANBING e, 246 £, BAGINAW at ABDOLL.

outside shooter,” safd SC coach with 16:21 left in the game. A 10-2 Martin after the § “hy aﬁ.u‘a.“mu’a.‘mmn GRAKD RAPIDE. oo 2003 280 Srgt B.E. et, B
Dave Bogataj. run tied tho gamo at 58-65; 0CC Shon T aber she game, "ho can I :gn‘o;;,z,ﬂg-—-—mswmmmuw
. Bogata] had wi d Martin's g vy [

shooting prowess during pregame
warmups. He knew what wns

{

cad
but then thn Oceluta heated up
nguin

hind Troy Coleman (10 points in
the last 7:37), Banks (eight points
in that stretch, six coming on vi-

No one among the Occlots need
be convinced of that,
. A
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