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Jewish holiday spirit adrift?

BY Tlhl SMXTH
STAsy W,

\ththcx Hnnukknh the fami-
ly-oricnted festival of llghta that
takes place Saturday through

ter. “The kids are just thinking,
‘We want gifts, we want gifts.’
That's not the meaning of the
hollgny."

Dec. 27, is becoming overcommer-
clulized depends on who you tatk

to.

Some believe the holiday re-
mains a8 magnificent as ever in
bringing families together to com-
memorate the Jews' struggle for
religious freedom and personal
liberty. But others are concerned
Hanukkah is becoming the “Jew-
jsh Christmas,” with parents
pressured to shower their children
with gifts,

“Maybe it's becoming too
commercialized,” said West
Bloomfield resident Fanny Sher-
man, ameng several interviewed

d that's not
what happens in her houschold,
however.

“We light the candles every day
and read books. The kids know
the story of Hanukkah. But we
exchange a couple gifts,” said
Sherman, leaving the JCC along
with her 6-year-old son Jonathon
and 3-year-old daughter Stefanie.

Agreeing wos another  West
Bloomfield resident, Irene Beck.

“Jt's much more commercial-
ized than it should be,” Beck
said, “I don’t want to take away
the (religious) lmporlnnce of it.”

In the Beck household, “minor”
glfts arc exchanged. But more im-

at random Monday aff out-
side the Jewish Community Ccn-

ly, other di i as-
Tah 1ok :

pects of Hi are

the Menorah candle is lit; rededi-
cation of the Temple in
Jerusalem Is discussed; and the
favorite game involving a spin-
ning top {“dreidlc”) is plnynd

“That's what wo've always
done,” Beck said, “Because that's
how l wes brought up. So I con-
tinued the tradition in my own
home.”

But according to Beck, too
much is made of Hannukah com-
pored to other Jewlsh holidays
such as Rosh Hashensh, Yom
Kippur and Passover,

*It's the parents that have to be
willing to prioritize and sct tho
example for future generations,”
Beck said. . . . build up the holi-
daya that ahnu!d be buiit up.”

Dave Shulman of West Bloom-
field wasn't so sure Hannukah is
much different today from when
he was o He said the

Scouts’ mission gathers
350 coats for needy

Thirteen-year-old Boy Scout
Bill Digman and the rest of
Troy's Troop 1707 went on a mis-
sion Dee, 5 — a misgion to collect
coats, And boy, did they — some
350 coats.

Led by Bill, whose efforts were
toward an Engle Scout Award, the
scouts scoured a two mile aren by
posting fliers and getting neigh-

juckets
warmers.

After a little homework, Bill de-
clded to donate the child-sized
coats to the Pontinc Rescue Mis-
sion and the adult coats to the
Clinton Valley Center, a division

to full-length winter

of the Michigan Department of

Mental Health.

holidoy’s meaning s atill es
strong as ever,

“It's a joyful holiday, cquiva-
lont to the Christian Christmas.
There’s good fellowship. Over the
years, it scems the same to me,”
Shulman said.

Calling Hunnuknh the “great-
eat festival there Is” was a Bloom-
field Hille man, who asked his
name not be published.

“The whole story Is magnifi-
cent,” he said, “It's something
you always remember . . . I was
raised with it as a kid, my kids
are being raised with it and it's
still magnificent.”

Harold Goodman of Franklin,
however, agrees the holiday is
veering toward commercialism in
too many homes,

“I think it's become over-
commercialized,” Goadman said.
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Celebrate New Year's the right way! At the
Sheraton with a package that’s right for you!
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