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Livonia chorus
he Livonla Civie Chorus will present a con-
cert, “Sing We Nocl,” 3 p.m. Sunday, Dee.
20, st the Civic Center Library, 32777 Five
Mile. Doors open 2:45 pan.; admission is free,
Concert will feature many familiar and traditional
carols, John Rutter's Christimas fable * Brotlier

Helnrich's Christmas” with guest ortists on flute
and bassoon.

Nutcracker
he Oakland Festival Ballet Campany will
present “The Nutcracker” thraugh Sunday,
Dec. 20, ot the Birmingham Theatre, 211
South Weodward, Curtain times are 8 p.m. Thurs-
day, Dee. 1%; 2:30 pan. and 8 pan, Friday, Dec. 18;
11 a.m. and 4 p.m. Saturday end Sunday, Dec. 19
and 20, Tickets start at $14 for children and senlor

citizens, $16 for edults. Call Ticketmaster, 645+
GGGG, or the box office, 644.3533.

Southfield Symphony
he Southfield Symphony is hosting an In.
ternational Holiday Festival, 2 p.m. Sun-
day, Dec. 20, at the Southficld Pavilion

north of Civic Center Drive on Evergreen. Tickets

$5; call 354-4717 for reservations.
. e

Trinity House
rinity House Thentre of Livonia announces
open auditions 7:30-10 pom. Monday and

Tuesdny, Jan. 4 and 5 for “Quilters,” 0 mu-

% sical that tells the tales of a pioneer woman and

» her six daughters, sct in the American frontier.

* Roles available for seven women of varying ages

< with musical and dance abilities. The auditions

will be at Trinity House Theatre, 38840 W, Six

= Mile on the carner of 1-275. Audition candidates

= are requested to bring a prepared vocal piece with

T sheet music. Wear comfortable clothes for move-

ment. For information, eall 464-6302.

. .
Special dinners
afe Corting, 30715 W. 10 Mile in Farming-
ton Hills, is taking reservations now for o
very special dinner, 7 p.m. Thursday, Dee.
T 24, Chestnuts will be roasting on the fire while
guests enjoy five courses of Italian ceoking by the
_ "Tonon family. Harpist Nadia Muorks will perform.
Cost $42 per person; call 474-3033. New Yeor's
Eve will feature an open menu statting 4 p.m. Res.

ervations not required, but honored to assure seat-
ing. The party will begin at 9:30 p.m. and feature o
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Farmington Abserver

Performances of the Lunch Bunch
Players production of “You're a Good
Man Chariie Brown,” continue Satur-
days and Sundays threugh Dec, 27 at
Henry Ford Centennial Library,
Michigon Avenue, East of Southfield
in Dearborn. For ticket information,
call 277-6669 or J26-7042.

Hoppiness is a com-
pliment from Lucy,
especially in  the
Lunch Bunch Play.
ers' production® of
*You're a_ Good
Man, Charlie
Brown” where an
acid, but vesy pretty,
anet Patton of
Farmington Hills,
plays the cynical
comic strip heroine.

Like the other six high school stu-
dents in this production at Henry
Ford Centennial Library in Dearborn,
Patton has been schooled in her role
by director Mary Bremer, muaical di-
rector Tim Spriggs, and choreogra-
pher David Leidholdt,

This musical is a series “clips”
from the comic strip, a live version of
the “Funnies,” and Patton captures
that arrogance and the unplensant
nature of the demanding Lucy, espes
cially when she sings a song to Bee-
thoven's “Moenlight Sonata” to Jocy
Oravec as Schroeder.

There is no rcal story line to the
show but a series of 11 show style
numbers that paredy other theatrical
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Pianist shows artistic spirit, has potentialg

Musica Viva! will present two world
premieres — "Etz Haim" (The Tree of
Life) Tone Poem for Viola, Flute and
Chamber Orchestre, and “Sephardic
Song Cycle,” for soprano and chamber
orchestra, based on original music
from 14th century Spain — at 7:30
p.m. Sunday, Jan. 31 at Temple Beth
El in Birmingham. For ticket infor-
mation, call 473-2228.

This scems to be the

six-course dinner with filet mignan, Ve
menu availuble, Dise jockey and dancing, cham-
pugne, party hats, Cost $62 per person,

Carillon concert
hrist Church Cranbrook, 470 Church Road,
at Cranbroak and Lone Pine Ronds in
Bloomfield Hills, is presenting its annual
Christmas Carillon Concert at 5 p.m. Sunday,
Dec. 20, The public is invited. There is no charge,
but patrons are 1to bring ishabl

food itetns for distribution to nren hungt:r pro-
grams. For information, call 844-5210.
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Polish dinner

he American Polish Cultural Center, 2075
? E. Maple at Dequindre, Troy, will present

its traditional holiday celchration of “Opla-
tek,” with traditional foods and music, Sunday,
Jan. 10. Cost is $17.50 nnd includes dinner nnd
refreshmenta, Call 689-3636 for resvrvations.

Armenion phase of
music in our aren.
Following specinl re-
cent cvents at the
Armenian Center of
St. John’s Church in
Southfield, we were
trented to a recital
on the Musica Viva!
series by another
prominent artist of
Armenian  descent.
‘Fhe music en this occasion was mare
traditional, consisting of four Bectho-
ven piano sonatas. Dickran Atamion
is the winner of several coveted
prizes. Ameng them was the Noum-
berg Piano Competition aword in
1975, which launched his career, He
has appeared with major orchestras,
including the Detroit Symphony Or-
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chestra.

ENTERTAINMENT

styles and bring out each characters'
nature.

Ryan Jones understands the
vaudeville style of his number “They
Like Mc” and is quite jozzy in
“Suppertime,”

Of course, (if you take Lucy's word
for it), Charlic Brown is stupid, clum-
8y, inferior, has a lack of confidence
and does nothing well. But Steve
Thompson of West Bloomfield ia
good at moking that evident in the
leading role.

Thompson's facial it
Dbring out Charlie Brown's moods and
failures, like the time he strikes out
like “Coscy at the Bat,” with two
runncrs on and loses the game, or

how he can’t get up enough courage to
be friends with Patty.

Corrie Boezck is bouncy as o pig-
tajled Patty, really kind but ignorant-
ly missing the point of everything.
Chris Joncs of Southficld docsn’t
mies much ns the blanket-carrying
Linus who outsmarts Lucy in “My
Blanket and Me"” with affectionate
childishness.

Childish? — The show is childish
only in it's short one hour length and
the simple melody lines of the songs.
Otherwise this production of “You're
a Good Man Chorlie Brown™ is quite
adult.

The show is double cast. Cost A~
features Nicole Link of Livonia as
Lucy, Jenny Florkowski of Redford as
Snoopy, Brooke Andres of Livonia as
Patty, and Parker Plogue of Canton

This all-Beethoven program was
given at the Smith Theatre on the
Orchard Ridge campus of Onkland
Community College in Formington
Hills, It started with the “Pathe-
tique” and ended with the “Appossio-
nata,” — two of Beethoven’s most
popular sonatas.

in between were twe of his later
sonntas which tend to appeal to those
with more advanced musical back-
ground, but still offer substantial lis-
tening pleasure Lo those with lesser
exposure, These were the Sonata in A
major Op. 101 and the Senata in A
flat major Op. 110 — which corre.
spond to numbers 28 ond 31 of Bee-
thoven's 32 sonatos.

Atamien is an ariist who attempts
to make o statement in his perform-
ance which is not n mere imitation of
other pianists. A lot is being said
about contemporary artists who tend
to worship techniqie above ort,
Atamian cannot be accused of such a
misplaced sense of priorities. Unfor-
tunately, he tends to go to the other
extreme.

While raw technique for its own
sake is no substitute for art, its ne-
glect is not neccssarily a virtue.
Atamion has a credible omount of ar-
tistic drive and energy, lmv.I his some-

Janct Patton of Farmington as Lucy,

Lunch Bunch Players: The talented young cast in “You're a
Good Man Charlie Brown” rehearse a scene from the show.
Charlie Brown is portrayed by Bradley Ellison, other cast
members include Parker Plague, Andrew Keenan Bolger, Jen- |
ny Florkowshi, Maggie Keenan Bolger, Brooke Andres and H
Nicole Link as Lucy. !

os Schroeder. Waoodstack,
Cast B features Steve Thompson of

West Bloomfield as Charlie Brown,

Mary Janc Doerr of Troy is a full-
time teacher and freelance writer who
pecializes in opera and musical the-
ater. <

Chris Jones of Southfield as Linus,
Ryan Jones of hfield as Snoopy
and Ashley Armbruster of Canton as

il
* The fugue in Op. 110 is onc of €hel
most elegant that Beethoven wrote! 1
ond its introduction sounded promis:z)
ing. However, as its complexity grew;:
so did the sense of chnos and divf 1
minshed control. "

The final movement of the ‘Appas-!
sionata” is marked Allegro ma non !
trappo — which means fast, but not: '
excessively so. There s good reason:
for this — the theme in the Coda,
marked Presto, is restated at a much
{aster pace, ’

lined execution tend to blur the im-
pact ond direction of his artistic
goals.

His tempo is always on the fast
side — cven in the slower move-
ments, In the “Pathetique” he would
rush things so much thot he wouldn't
wait for the full values of the longer
notes. The middle movement, which
has been hommeted ot us for genera-
tions by Karl Heas and which tends
to cvoke that connection ench time
it's played, lost o lot of its distinct
Iyricism due to its rushed pace.

Anong the better movements on
that program were the slow, opening
movement of the Op. 101 and the slow
movement, before the fugue, of Op.
110, Most of the other movements,
however, suffered from some serious
deformities, The second movement of
Op. 101, for example, has the charac-
ter of n march with intensive accents,
In this version, however, it became an
jrregular sprint with many mcasures
rather blurred. The finnl movement
hit several snags due to its i
speed.

Due to his excessive speed in the
main movement, Atamian couldn't
master the pace in the Coda, in which
he stumbled and fumbled repeatedly, .

There is little doubt that Atamian;
does possess an abundance of artistic
spirit and potential, but he needs to
cultivate much more precision and.
discipline to get it across. Technical;
wizardry and predictable tempo are;
sneered at by many, including several
in the audience who would use this

Sce PIANIST, 10B,

times sloppy technique and
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« Heel Wellington

$36.00 per person tax inclusive
A Rescrvations Required

S ZZ2 " Ring in the New Yoar
51—/%./ ] Ring in the New Year

Inchudes: Sonp, Salad, Vegetable, Potato & Dessert
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s W= NEW YEAR’S EVE DINNER . Oakland University's
» . .7,‘, In the award winning TIVOLE Restaurant memloml'rh;lm Company
;30 I Cliee of:
NWZe (2 e rwin Labser Tails ime Rib of Beef
o, W Lahsier Alfredo + Chicken Cynthla
* firotled Swordfish « Shrimp Alaskan

CAROL

A
HRISTMAS
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2%\ Spend New Year's Eve With Us and Go Home Newt Year BY CHARLES DICKENS,
% i ADAFTEDBY
e Deluxe Guestroom $99.95 CHARLES NOLTE
O King Room with In-Room Whirpoal SI.W.'); l
Suite with ta-Room Whirlpool $199.9
2: ADDITIONAL NIGHTS STARTING AT $39.95 S N?Avb?um §7
o 3 Prices based on double occupancy. plus tax, ?
complimentary continental Teeakfust P
: s g N an g0t the mesics owrtesy of America’s #1 files maber, Catcl
® RESERVATIONS REQUIRED ey s i ies crce hei o g Kok
553-.0000 | 11 YEARS OF film ar Kodak Fun Sin ¢ i
1 DELIGHTFUL Yuu can get u movie check worth up 10 ST.80 tomard an adult evening admis-
Facilities: 204 guestroants, Indoor puot, whidlpool, - sioin, Yo pick the mavic of yuur chiice, from the country's biggent theater
Tivoll Restaurant & Right Angle Lounge iy HOLIDAY i .
. T ENTERTAINMENT! e g o e e oo
- c-unc cameran. And woon yu : Deading down the ke of
Clarion Hoftel . B e wheator. Se aur stare dispiay for detalts. — ik
» - - TICKETS AVAILADLE AT N
il & Executive Suites Dietedwihabe genecns o hber
oppox FTCKGT [{ 7 1OSTO i
Farmington Hills HUDSON'S HARMONY HOUSE et~ ;
31525 West Twelve Mile Road p FINANCIAL SERVICES & SOUND WAREHOUSE . |
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