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- can Institute of Architects, Presi.

© president designate for 1991-92
. and ea secretary for 1890-91,

. president/president designate.
. Ho is director of the commerce
: divislon of Smith, Hinchman &

. served as chairman for the De-

. nars, and
: tor rucmil'lcntlun preparation and tosting will be

Gary Skog of Bloomfield Hills
has been named president of AIA
Dotroit, a chapter of the Ameri-

dent and princlpal at Harley Ell-
ington Plerce Yee Assoclates, ho |
served on the board of directora
for AIA Detroit as vice president/ g

Skog has been active in the chap- Gary Skog
ter's deslgn awards program and
has served on the program committee for the an-

' nusl convention.

Carl D, Rachling of Birming-
hom has been nominated vice

Grylls Assoclates and a member
of the board of dircctors, He also
is treasurer of the Michigan Ar-
chitectural Foundation and

Carl Roohling

sign and Construction Expo 92,
Rnehling la a membcr of the
1A onthe

has served as i vice

and

. and secrotary for AIA Michigan.

Larry Horning of Birmingham has been nomi.

" nated to continue serving a two-year term as sccre-
- tary. Heisin
- ized Facility Integration and served on commit-

and sales at Comp

tees for AIA Michigen Dcslgn Conference and

. Deslgn & Construction Expo *92,

Puul A, Stnchnw]nk of Birmingham has been
i serving a two-year term as
trensurer. He is president of Giffels Hoyem Baaso
and has served ns AIA Detroit as secretary and
house tour chairman.
Mark Mardirostan, an associate with Albert

. Kahn Associates and Roger P. Snyder, president

of Roger Snydcr Arvhiincts, were nommnted as
chapter di nne B int of Bl
ham continues to serve her three-year term. She is
senior project designer at Harloy Ellington Pierce
ee.
Serving terms as AIA Michigan directors are

- Graham Dickens, Danie) Redstono of West

Bloomfield, Benedetto Tiseo and Robert L. Ziegel-
man of Birmingham, along with Arthur Smith
who continues to serve his term,

Dickens is an associate at Sm(th Hinchman &
Grylls A of Red-
stone Architects; Tisco is presldcnt of Tiseo & Aa-

. sociates and Tiseo Interlor Architects. Ziegelmean

is principal and chalrman of Luckenbach/Ziegel-
man and Partners, Smith is president of Arthur F.
Smith Architects,
chlher M. Pcrry~MilIs, AIA lnlem. haos been
dtoa
tor. Shelsa grnduatc urcl-uh:ct at Smith, Hmch-
man & Grylls Associates.

Kmart buys Sheffield

Kmart Corp. has bought 3270 W. Big Beavacr
Road, a 103,000-8quare-foot office building in the .
Shefiicld Office Park, a four-building office com-
plex in Troy, and {s occupying 60,000 aquare feet
of the building.

The Prudential Realty Group acquired Shef-
field in May and hes started a renovation program
for the Jobby and commen areas of 3290 W, Big
Beavaer and will continue upgrading butldings

. ond facilitics,

Levin speaks at ESD

The future of construction infrastructure under

. the Clinton administration will be Sen, Carl Lov-

in's topic when he uddrcascu thc ESD Cnnstruc-
tion Activitics Ci i at

Troplcal setﬂng Planterra’s landscaping of the Midland Mall earned it @ merit award in m terior lnndsmpe
installation in the 23rd Annual Environmental Improvement Awards Program

Landscape Contractors of America.

A new approach to curbing pollution

@ Interior deslgncrs are tak-
ing alittle advice from Mother
Nature to not only beautify

. building interiors but also to

cut down on indoor air poﬂu-
tion.
BYR J. KiNG .
SreciAL, WRITER o
Larry Pliska, founder and presl.

dent of Plantorra Troplcal Green-

houses in West Bloomficld, anys he
has a solution to indoor alr pollu-
tion poscd by potentially harmful
gasses and . chemical compounds:
common and tropical plants.

Pliska’s statements pre backed by

a recent repart by thc Nntlunul Acr-
ticy and Space A

(NASA), which determined plants

can remove significant amounts of

radon, formaldehyde, benzene and

-other pollutants from individuel

rooms in homes and offices over 24-
hour periods. .

“I'm not saying plants are the ab.
solute cure-all for filtering out in-
door air pollution, but they are the
most efficient, effective and afford-
able solution we have,"” said Pllaka,
whose firm has recelved numerous
interior landscape nwarda since its
founding in 1979,

Most recently, Planterra received
a metit award in interlor landscape

Mlation in the 23rd Annual En-

11:30 a.m, Jan. 12 at the Rackh ial
Bullding in Detroit.
Tickets are $22 for ESD members and 825 for
non-members. For reaervations, call 995-4440.
The committee was established to foster im-
provcments inthe conatrucl{un induatry and Is
d of

cross-scction of the industry, includlngdcslxn
professionals, ownera/uaers,

vironmontal Improvement Awarde
Program sponsorcd by the Associat-
ed Landacape Contractors of Ameri-
ca, ono of the industry’s leading
trade groups. In the past, Planterra
has been honored for interlor plant
design ot Detrolt's Renaissance
Center ond the Galleria Officontre
in

| and support services,

Residential construction

Construction of restdent}al units in Oakland

’ . County dipped In October but rose sightly In

Wayne County, according to the Michigan Associ.
ation of Home Builders. -

Housing starts dropped 5 porcent in Oakland for
tho month, from 576 in September to 547, But
year-{o: -dnw figures show a 1.1 percent gain in

' number of units and a 5.9 porcent increase in val-
" ue,

‘Waoyne County posted a 4.2-percent gain in

| housing starts in October with 423 units compared

to 406 in Soptember. Year-to-date figures show
Wayne housing up 14.9 percent and values up 17.3
percent.

Landscape conventlon

The latest award, lnndscaplng the

interior of Midland Mnll in Midland '
. included placement of 42 25-foot

palm trees; |
' “Wo graw everything in our green-
houses and acclimate them' to-light
levela In office buildings and
Homes,"” said Pliska, a Franklin Vil-
lago reaident.

“We have closs to 1,000 plants,

including 100-year-old cactuses and

10-foot-wide stack-horn ferns.

Plants are'an integral part of evory- . |
day living. . They provide ‘oxygen
\} I ‘ho hit .

Piantastuc

while
ture of a room. And thero are a num.
ber ‘of flowering plants which can
help enliven a lobby or foyer, espe-
clally when certaln colors aro

Detroit Land 1

. tion will hold its sixth annual conventlon and
. trade shew March 17 and 18 at tho Novl Expo

1 semi-

nter, N
L i T e

applica-

conducted.
‘Tho exhiblt area will include booths for over-

[ sized cquipment, nursery atock, Irrigation and
: othor greon industry products nnd services,

For information call 846-4892.

Mrﬁghi pollution

Followlng a tour of Pliska's five -

greenhouses,  complote with such
decoratlve touches as driftwood and
small Buddha statues, Pliska leads
the way back to his office, whero on
cedar Walls hang Native American

artifacts and" frqmed photos 9I'inw-

feld

- rlor landscape deslgne, -

“During the energy crisis, we be.

" gan to tighten up homes and offices

to consorve heat and cold air, but at
tho same time we allowed pollutants
to build up in rooms, whero th oy
ware more Hkely to leak out bofore,”
sald Pllska, whose firm had reve-
nues of $2 million last year.

"Accordlng to NASA studles, nnd .

Plunterra tumed the tables on Mother Nature by
lzllantmg adaptablc greenery at Galleria Officentre in South-

others, xnmnlhing like a \V‘hl(n Bird
of Paradlsc or H Min,

ed by the A iat

B 'I'm not saylng plants
are the absolute cure-all
for filtering out Indoor
alr pollution, but they are
the most efficlent, ef-
fective and affordable
solution we have.’

Larry Plisha
founder and president

nocuous items as felt-tip pens emit
trace amounts nl‘clmmicnls. many of
which are carcinogens. At the same
time, the Enviconmental Protection
Agcncy (EPA) has warned that in-
door air pollution constitutes as se.
rious a health risk ns outdoor pollu-
tion, causing perheps thousands of|
cancer deaths or othér |llnoaﬂns ench
year.

Solutions in space

The search for solutions to indoor
pollution began in space. After dis-
covering synthetic materials used in
Skylab emitted more than 100
chemicals, NASA began searching
for ways to purify the nir in confined
space stations. Inspired by the use
of plants, such as peace lilies, gold-
en pothos and wmother-In-law's
tongues, NASA rescarchers turned
to what gardeners and plant en-
thuslasts have long suspected -
pollution absorption depends on a
complex relntionship between a
plant’s leaves, roots and micro-or-
ganisms in the soil.

“Mon's cxistence on carth de-
pends upon a life-support system
involving an intricate relationship
with plnn!a and their associated or-
ganisms,” the report concluded, ‘If
man is to move into closed environ-
ments, on Earth ar in space, he
must take nlnng nature's life-sup-
port syatem.”

While the space agency’s macnrch
continues, as sclentista try to isolate
the’ mechanlems of poliution ab-
sorption, Pliskn has been building
up his plant business, which in-
cludes more than 900 clients, 90 per-
cent of which are commercial ac-
counts, the reat residential.

Commerclal cllents include the
Somerset Collection in Troy, the Ar-
borium Building in Farmington
Hills and the Kedak Building in
Birmingham. Prices for plants range
from $95 to $350, depending on size,
selection and varicty. Pliska and
Plnnlcn‘nn 50 employees take into

ion several factors In se-

ng

Aralia will redyge the level of pollu-

tants in a room to very low levels.

People just scem to be healthior
+ when there are plantas around.”

The polluting culprita are perva-

slve: foam Inaulntlon, pnlnts, car-

lecting and placing indoor plants,
including air end traffic flow and
available light sources.

Onco plants are in place, mainte-
nance techniclans will water, prune
and fertilize on a weckly basis. Most

pets, furniture, , and other
building materials. Even such In.

o fees atart at $50 per
month, though prices do vary.




