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‘Lover’ offers sex without substance

v She leans over
gc&‘z the ferry ralling,

a 0] .
brimmed fedora
shading her ayes,
her mother's
oversized dress
clinging in the
heat of the sum-

mer efternoon.
E]mm a shiny
= ack limousine,
T JOHN usine,
Monagway ©  rich cman

e watches the girl,
stiick by her Innocent beauty,
and approaches her shyly and
cautiously.

"The Lover," which has plenty
or, foreplay like this and even
more cxplicit sex, gives us the
stiucture and satisfactlon of a
porno movie but without the
cheapo lighting end camera work,
1 suppose there are worse ways to
apem.l a winter evening than be-
tween the sheets in o steamy
Saigon bachelor's room.

The film is based on a novel by
Mprguerite Duras, the popular
French writer responsible for,
among othcr things, the screen-
play for iroshima, on
Axiour” (1960). But “The Lover,"
hehbest-selling and partially au-
tohloxmphlcnl novel first pub-.

lished in 1984, ts amazingly hack-
neyed.

‘The people populating the film
are referred to only by thelr place
in the story, not by name. So the
young English girl in 1929 Viet-
nam {e simply Tho Young Girl.
Her lover is The Chinese Man,
‘The impersonality makes a valid
point about the charactera and
their inability to relate outside
the bedroom, but it doesn’t help
nudience’s empathy with their
situation,

English model-turned-netress
Jane March is a bit older than the
film's girl of 16 and she plays the
part fairly cffectively. But In the
movies, where o new nymphette
sizzles on screcn every couple of
yeats or 8o, ghe is simply this
year's model.

In a film where surface emation
and surface texture I8 everything,
she looks fabulous, So does Tony
Leung as the title character, who
impresses the girl so much be-
cause he has virtually no respon-
sibilities in life except to make
love and eventually marry u
wenlthy Chinese virgin,

Director Jean-Jacques Annaud
previously brought us the laugh-
able “The Bear” and has similar
trouble here getting expression

from his lead performers, The
love scenes are indeed steamy,
but thero is always the sense of
lumbering  mantpulation, as if
he's again trying to move' bear
(here bare) meat into proper posie
tion.

The movie does provide some
emotional dynamics in a scene
where the girl’s mother and broth-
ers meet the man for dinner and
take leering advantage of hie hos-
pitality. Thoy don’t approve be-

- cause he is Chinese; they know

that he is more than just a friend.
Still, they cxercise varying de-
grees of denial when it comes to
stopping the gravy train

“Pho Lover” is also beautiful to
look ot. Cinematographer Robert
Fralese shows us the muddy ex-
panse of the Mckong River during
ferry crossings. The scenes in the
man’s bachelor's room (the place
wealthy men take thelr mis-
tresses) are dimly lit, with bus.
tling peasant shadows cost
against wooden blinds. Strect
nuiso clatters Just outside.

“The Lover” was meade by a
French director and producer in
English for MGM., They have ob-
viously seen the box-office re-
ceipts gencrnwd from crotlc epics
like Japan's “In the Realm of the

Senses.” Hore, they can deliver
the goods in a European package
without all those annoying subti-
tles,

At least a quarter of the film
(the press kit boasts one-third) s
cither sex or preparation for sex,
There {5 a detalled depiction of
the girl losing her virginity; a
sceno of unbridled, can't-even-
make-it-over-to-the-bed Just and
a rape, where the girl clenches her
tecth and then asks the man how
+ much this act would have cost

him in a brothet..

Fortunately, we are spared an-
other potential rape sceno with
the girl’s creepy brother, which al-
ways seems to loom on the hori-
2on. Vielent and opium-addicted,
he Is the most interesting charac-
ter in the film, yet he, like the
other family members, is only
handled peripherally.

If you have @ comment, question
or suggestion, write ta John
Monaghan, Street Scene, Observ-
er & Eccentric Newspapers, 36251
-Schaolcraft, Livonia 48150, or call
him at 953-2047, mailbox number
1866, on a touck-tone phone.

Steamy
trouble: Di-
rector Jean-
Jacques An-
naud has
able to fill
“The Lover”
with steamy
love scenes,
but has trou-
ble getting —
expression -~
from his lead
performers.
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1. Call 1-900-454-8088. Respond

2.0r broWse through a

3. Leave a message.

Youll hear a recorded greeting from the

parson who placed the ad. If that person
sounds like the person you're looking for,
foave your messago!

4, Call anytlme, 24 hours a dayl
The Cbsarver & Eccentric Newspapers
PERSONAL SCENE (lino nover closes—

alter all, you nover know whon the right
porson may have loft a messago for youl

to an ad that appeals to you by
pressing 1.
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selection of new and current
greetings by pressing 2,
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To place your own PERSONAL SCENE ad, call 591-0900/FAX 953-2232 or Mail us this coupon:

The fotlowing Is kept conficientiat Wo cannat publis> your ad wihout 8. Pieaso piint cloary. Print your ad horo. Tha sl tive lines sra FREE. {Space provided oquals ona fve lino ad).
. Thoro [a & ene-1ime *10.00 charge fos oach additional &ino. Use additional shoot of paper if
necessary. Ploase Inctude payment fof any addilional lings.
Al ada must bo pald In advance.
B creaiive, floneat, Inctade age rangs, llstyle, eit descriplon,
of person you ara loaking fo

"Ad copy (Please prlnl clearly) § words per line.

HNAME: B
Interosts and the type I

ADDRESS:

cITyY: STATE:

1
I
1
]
H y 3 DAYS: EVES:
i
1
i
1

P;

During the month of December you will receive
a free cheese Shields Pizza® when you place your
five-line Personal Scene ad.

PHONE:
Return this form to the nddross below and we wil) call you regarding your eloctronic
message.

ohserver & Eccentric Newspupers/classified

PERSONAL Scene
' 36251 Schoolcraft, leonla MI 48150

You must be 18 yoars of ego or sidof to use Porsonal ¢

Peraonal Scane rocommonds:

TAGoT 17 @ woli4t and pubiic piaca lor your first ancocntor and do not
{Gve your las] namo or addrosa Lnll you ere comfortable doing so.
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