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No holiday cheer
for sad Ocelots

T To be painfully accurate, these could in-
deed be the final days of joy for Dave Bogataj, as
pitiful as they seem,

It takes a long step away from conventional un-
derstanding to describe what Bogataj has endured
thua far this baaketball season as joyous. His
Schooleraft College men's team is, in his own ter-
minology, “O-for-December,”

If you're mathematical, that adds up to seven
losses in seven December games, Merry Chrlst-

is the scason tobe jolly . . .

mas. R
The Qcelots are 3-10 overall (they've lost cight-

straight, going back to November), They are 0-4 in )

the Instern Conference.

Unless something very dramatic happens very
quickly, they will finish this scason as they have
the last four under Bogataj's direction: with a los-
ing record, a non-threat in the playoffs.

In heartless, but precise, terms — a patsy.

How can this team start so optimistieally éach
season, then fold up? Said Bogataj, showing his
frustration: “'Every year, it's something different.”

‘There is one similarity in the last 4% years of
losing, however, and it happens every January.

Which also tells you how things can get even
worse this year. Because January is here,

Time to pay dues

Anyone remotely familiar with SC men's bas-
ketball knows what happens the first week of Jan-
uary. First-semester grades are posted.

Every year, that has cost Bogataj players. And
on a team that rarely possesses the talent to com-
pete in the Eastern Conference, the losa of any
player hurts.

A couple of eeasona ago, Bogataj lost so meny
players at the semeater break, he had to recruit
the guy working na his scorekeeper — Lee Hunt, a
soccer player at SC — to join the team.

Believe me, it was a pitiful sight. No slight to
Hunt — he wasn't a bad ballplayer. Before joining
the SC varsity, he used to play with a bunch of us.
old guys on Thursdoy mornings, and he wes casily
as good as any of us.

But, somehow, I don't think many in that group
would fare teo well against Eastern Conference-
caliber talent,

Nor is this a slam at Bogataj. His position bor-
ders on impossible. Academic standords are high-
erat SC than nt most other NJCAA schagls in the
state, the is lower, and
support and interest is, at best, mediacre.

So — a nightmare without an end, right?

Worse times ahead

The situation is deteriorating. Bogataj started
pre-season practice with 14 players on his roster,
Eight remain,

Two (Quincy Mitchell and Jon Fitzpatrick)
were casualtics before the season opened. Jerome
Carter played a couple of games, then tore up his
knee. He's out for the year,

Frank McCray played several games, but a se-
ries of family tragedies forced him to leave. Craig
Bowdry and John Lathan each had a disagrec-
ment with their coach and were suspended, for
what Bogataj said were *'disciplinary reasons."

Of the cight remaining, only one — center Jarvis
Murray — played at SC last year, Now the ques-
tion is, how many will be around when SC returna
to action Jan, 8 at home against Alpena CC,

If Bogataj loses just two players — and that
would match SC's previous best performance
since he's been coaching — he would be left with
8ix.

Who would play? Well, one guy has been added:
Dan Stevens, a 6-fost guard from Plymouth Sa-
lem. Problem is, Stevens never played for Salem's
varsity.

‘The Qcelots have been unable ta win with a full
team. How will they win with even less? Bogataj
will tetl you, they play 30 to 35 minutes of selld
basketball a game, but for five minutes they go
vacationing and it costs them.

“I don't know what it Ia,” said Bogataj. “You
can go back every game to a point where we go four
;u- QVe or six minutes without scoring. It's perplex-

ing."

It's worse than that, really, It's shameful, This
team has talent, with Murray, Courtney William-
nonbey, Steve Whitlow, Bryant Markowicz,
Mohammed Abdrabboh and Vincent Turner.
Those guys can all play.

Problem is, they never show up at the same
time, They certainly never did during December.
Conaistency is lacking.

How Bogataj maintains an upbeat attitude —
and he does — amazes me. It will amaze me even
more if everyone on the tenm makes grades, inju-
riea aubaide, and there’s a team-wido winning atti-
tude implant,

Then, maybe, SC can turn this thing around,
But that's a big maybe.

Looking back

Ten years later: Ever wonder
what became of the 1982-1983
All-Area bashetball players,
like Lewis Scott of Redford
Bishop Borgess (right) and
Tom Domako of Livonia Ste-
venson (below)?
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One is a pilot. Another is a success-
ful auto executive who spends his off
hours counscling high school kids.
One is still chasing a dream of play-
ing in the NBA. One has foresaken all

aports except hunting. Another is still -

trying to find and forge a carcer path.

Ten years ago, they were the bright-
est stars on the Observerland basket.
balk scenc. Mike Maleake of Redford
Catholic Central, Lewia Scott of Red-
ford Bishop Borgess, Tom Domako of
Livonia Stevenson, Dave Houle of
Plymouth Salem and George Sibel of
Redford Thurston comprised the
1982-1983 Observer All-Arca team.

“Thie is good,” said Scott. “I al-
ways wondered what paths all these
guys chose. I'll bet we've gone in all
different directions.”

Yes and no. All five went to college
with athletic scholarshipa. Four of
the five endured injuries at some
point along the way. Three of the five
left athletics somewhat bitter or dis-
appointed. Four of the five are mar-
ried but none have children. Some
made a smooth transition from ath.
letics to the real world. Others strug-
gled, All seem to be living happy and
productive lives.

Here, then, is a 10th anniversary
look at the 1982-1983 All-Arca bas-
ketball team — where have they been
and where are thoy going.

MIKE MALESKE

The 17.6 points and 13 rebounds
per game he averaged during his sen-
ior year at CC proved to be his peak
production, thanks to a host of inju-
rics, most notably a surgically re-

Ten years ago they were the brightest stars on the
Observerland basketball scene. They left the area for
various colleges and universities, ench armed with an
athletic scholarship and a dream.

paired knee that all but ruined his
four-year career at Bowling Green,

*I knew right then that my basket.
ball career was pretty much over,”
Maleske snid of the surgery in his
gophomore year. “When the mind
wants you to do romething nnd your
body won't do it, it's time to go.”

The problem wasn't so much the
sudden ending of his basketbnll ca-
reer but the uncertainty of what to do
next,

] kind of foundered a bit," he suid.
I figured I would just play ball in
Europe or someplace and postpone
getting a real job for as long as I
could, Luckily, I found aviation.”

He found aviation the hard way, He
left Bowling Green without a degree
and took a job ss a ramp laborer at
Detroit Metropolitan Airport,

“I would be out there busting my
butt and I would look up and sce
those pilots,” he aaid. “I said to
myself, ‘I can do that." "

He saved his money and enrolled in
{light school in Fort Lauderdale, Fla,
He learned his lessons so well that he
Lecame a flight instructor. He got a
Jjob with a commuter airline in Miomi
flying shuttles to the Bahamas and
Key West, But the pirline, Bar Har-
bor, went out of business two yecors
ago.

“The major airlines require their
pilots to have a four-yenr degree, s0 1
had to 3 bnck to Bowling Green and
l'mmh up,” he said.

ke, who has been
back and forth from Bowling Green to
southern Floridn where his parents
and his gitlfriend of four years live,
will have a degree in acronautie tech-
nology in May.

“I'm doing real well right now,” he

satd. “Once I get the degree out of the
way, I'll be back on track, You might
want to put in the article that I'm
available and looking for work.™

LEWIS SCOTT

In the All-Arca story 10 years ago,
Borgess coach Mike Fusco was quot-
ed as saying that Scott was totally
focused In two areas: basketball and
Looks. And now, after a highly suc-
cessful basketball and academic ca-
reer at Enstern Michigan University,
Scott is coming back to his old
stomping grounds as living proof that

BILL BRESUER/STAFF PUATOGHAPHER

Glory days: Basketball was never as much fun for Mike
Maleske as it was back in 1983 when he led Catholic Central
to the Catholic League championship and a Class A district
title,

basketball is only a means to success,
not the end itself,

“Myself and Joe Gregory (another
basketball 1 from

come back to the school about once a
month to talk to the kids. We are
trying to cstablish a mentor pro-
gram,” sald Scott, who is 18th on
Eastern’s all-time scoring list with
1,014 points, “We try to let them
know that they den't have to play balt
to do OK for themsclves, We have to
get these kids to realize that academ-
ics and basketball are related. We

See LOOKING BACK, 2C
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Labels, Athletes acquire them
carly and often spend the rest of
their carcers trying to lose or live
up to them. Sometimes, though,
the label fits like a birth mark.

People started calling Jennifer
Russell things like, “leader™ and
“winner,” about the time she first
stepped on the soccer field for
Plymouth Canton. People called
her “intense,” “intelligent” and
“committed,” By the time she
was a genior, all those traits were
thrown together to form onc all-
encompasaing label: All-Ameri-
can,

Three years into her collegiate
career at Knlamazoo College, the
All-American tag has again been
affixed to Jennifer Russell. She
was named o NCAA Divisjon 111
sccond team All-American by the

National Soccer Coaches Associn-
tion.

“This was a big surprisc to
me,” snhl Russell, who is back
home in Plymouth for the holi-
daya, “Especially since we dldn t
make it to nationals this scason.”

Actunlly, therc are those who
wete surprised that Ruasell only
recelved second team honora,
Here's why:

M She hne led K-College to three
straight unbeaten MIAA champi-
onship scasons, The team has
posted an overall record of 48-7-1
since Russell arrived. Last fall,
she was the leading scorer on o
team that outacored its confer-
ence foes 75-2.

B She has been a first-team alls
MIAA honoree all three years and
was the league's most valuable
player the last two scasons.

®She is the MIAA's all-time

Russell makes Division III All-American team

acoring leader with 63 goals and
154 points, She holds the Kala-
mazoo record for goanls (83) and
points (206).

“1 don’t like to dehumnnize a
player, but when Jenny gets on
the field she is 8 machine,” said
Kalamazoo coach Scott Forrester.
“She's got her rhythm and it ia
not golng to change. She is in-
tenae all the time,"

Certainly people who saw her
play or played againat her in high
achool will remember that inten-
sity, that indomitable wilt to get
to the net, to acore and to win.
Very little about Russell the
saccer player has changed in three

~.years, She is as fast and strong as
cver. She simply cannot be
knocked off the ball or off her fect,
And her shots are still hard and

true. .
“There is nothing anybody can

do to interrupt her focus or to
break her concentration,” Forres-
ter said, “She'il get hommered
and just fight right on through it."

Also unchanged is Russell’s
unselfishness and her complete
beliel in “the team.”

“My acoring so many goals and
being named an All- Amencan all
reflects on the team,” she said.
“One person doesn't score a goal.
It starts with the goalic meking a
save, and the defense pushing the
ball to midfield and the midfield-
ers getting the ball to the strikers.
It isn't Jenny Russell scoring the
goals. The whole team did it. Ev-
erybody is in on every gnnl Every-
body in in on every win.”

When you see her play or hear
her talk about soccer, you'll think
it's the snmo old Jenny Russell.
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