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clear that hia
new screen blog-
raphy of Jimmy
Hoffa would de-
pict the labor
loader as an
American  hero.
So I entered thia
movie armed
with the same

MON‘GW justificotions

that Hoffa's orig-

inol supporters probably did:
tampor with the facts, negotiate
with the powerful, but get the job

don

Whnt bothers me most about
“Hoffa," which opened at arca
theaters on Christmas Day, is the
major role that dircctor
has written into the film for him-
sclf. As Bobby, a composite of
many of Hofla's actual right-hand
men, ho's supposed to fill in the
narrative gaps, maybe even givo
us some background aebout the
Teamsters, but he only drags the
film out longer than neceaaary.

DoVito

Although he's still t!
the f!m, Jnck Ni

he star of
cholson's

us Hoffa is mhsed whenwcr off-

screen, This, unfortunal
much of the time, as
DoVito deliver ruessl

strongarm guys twice his size. We
sco one woman waiting to have
sex with him, another begging
him not to leave aRerward.

better from DeVito.
“War of the Roses”

I expected
His
“Throw Mama from t!

were cleverly done, albeit gim-
micky, little pictures that packed

a punch both visually
tionally. He opened o wi
camera tricks in that
and didn't find it ne

shower himself with babes,

h “Hoffa,” which calls
for a more gritty, documentary-
style approach, DeVito employs
tricky dissolves and camera an-
gles and the forced nrtsinces only
gets in the way. DeVito has sim-

But wit

ply bitten off more th
chew with a movie and
big es Hoffa. Warse,

tely, is too
wo watch
nges and

nnd
he Train”

and emo-
hole bag of
framework
cessary to

an he can

DeVito should have stayed
in background for ‘Hoffa’

—xETg  Danny DoVito

chzl: mede 1t porfectly give Nicholson- the breathing

room to tumn this almoat mythicel
into o real person.

David Mamet has proven him-
self an uncompromising play-
wright and director, but ho caves
in on screenplays for big-budget
pictures like t
touchables,”
onstration tums violent, he tries
to personalize the scene with a

‘young boy scparated from his
mother; she may or may not have
been stomped in the mayhem,

The opening and closlng narra-
tive device, where Hoffa and Bob-
by wait In the spot wo know will
be Hoffa's last stand, is used ef-
fectively, if predictably, Bobby's *
memories are rekindled by a busi-
ness card presented during their
first meeting when Hoffa, 2 scrap-
py young union organizer, hitches
a ride on Bobby's truck.

DeVito doesn't try to gloss over
Hoffa’s mob connections,
though he does hint that in some
casea it was the only way to settle

this and “The Un-
‘When o union dem-

al-

subject a8
he docen't

Sco HOFFA, NEXT PAGE

Trusted ally: Danny DeV:to plays. Bobby C’mro, trusted ally of Teamsters boss Jl.mmy
Hoffa, played by Jack Nicholson in “Hoffa.”
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