The Obseruer/ MONDAY, Jmuuw 4,1993

SOREEN SCENE. -

T
3.
30
3
3.
s

“Aleddin” — Disney continues
{ta new golden age with this color-
ml blend of gags and roll

The woek in filma brlefly noted: -

dcce:mcd vetoran. Ho goon to DC.'

for tho cash, but has a change of

heart when ho meeu nh;nncgr-
t. Mu

8 dventure, The gonie In this oft-
tald story is a blusberry spirit
who'possemaes tho volce of Robin
Witliams, The villaln hero la Jaf-
for; who has his sighta set on be-
qgming supreme rulor. Not as
stamless as the two provious Dis-
16y outings, but a delight from

dtart to finish. (At area theatera}

1 “Bram Stoker's Dracula” —
Francis Ford Coppoln has gotten
arbad rap. Not since 1863 and his
lest run-in with horror In
“Dementia 13" has the director
thown such an eye for style. And
for'what it's worth, he does try to
stay somewhnt faithful to Stoker,
ya\ng references to tho book's di-

ry entries, telegrams, and news-
paper accounts. whonevor possi-
ble. Winona Ryder holds onto hor
English accent; Koanu Reeves
doesn’t, while Gary-Oldman clev.
¢ry transforms from the rat-faced
oldor Draculndu:‘ a sleek ym;lnx

aleepwallu through the w(ncguy
role, which ho's played a hundred
times before. (At arca theaters.)

“A Few Good Men" — When

murdor takes place on a Cuban *

military base, young gun lawyer’
Tom Cruise goes up againat Colo.
nel Jack Nicholson to get at the
truth, Director Rob Reiner hasan
ing eyo, for

but he can't clevate the movie,
which also features Demi Moore,
Kevin Bacon and Kiefer Suther-
land, beyond & ‘“twentysome-
thing” versfon of much better
courtroom dramns. (At area tho-

aters.)

“The Lovor" — Jean-Jacques
Annaud's very European love sto-
1y, in English, offors the structuro
and satisfaction of a porno movie
without the cheapo lighting and
camora work. The film is based on
a respected 1984 novel by !\&nr—

pond a winter ovenlng than be-
twoen the shests in o steamy

.Saigon bachelor's room. (Exclu..

sively at the Star John R In Madi-

_son Hulghi&)

“Malcolm X" — Evory bit a8
good as Spiko Les sald it would
be, this three-hour-plus docu-
montary doesn’t pull any punches
in its depiction of the controver.
slal civil rights leader. What
makes the film so fascinating in
Malcolm’s ability to grow into at
least three differont mon and
those changes are beautifully por-
trayed by Denzel Washi; in

‘Delirious’: Nothmg sweet -

about this John Candy ﬂzck

“Everyono
knows that old
saying that if it
sounds too good
to be truo it
probably {a. But
they also say
hope springs
oternal, which
probably exs
plains why-

——
PASS THE
POPCORN

the role of & lifetime, (At arce the-
aters.)

“Toys" - Robin Willlams
plays tho Peter Pan-ish son ofn
toy ¢ manufacturer in Barry Lovin-
son’s (“Rain Man") misfire at-
tempt at whimsy, When dad dics,
ho leavea the company to his
brother, a general who wants to
1sunch a new breed of war toys.
No ordln:u-y GI. Jm, these ra-

guurlt.e Duras, yet it’s

'y in P
qmd sunglasses, A must-soe, (At
imathenun)

z “The .Distingulished Gontlo-
- man” — In this moronic update
of “Mr, Smith Goes to Washing-
ton,” Eddic Murphy wins a sen-
pto seat by virtue of his name,
which Ia tho same as a recently

d. A young English girl
has a torrid affair with a Chinese
man in 1920 Vietnam. Jane
March and Tony Leung look fab.
ulous as tho lovers, but in the
movies, where new nymphettes
pizzlo on acreen every two years or
80, they are just this year’s mod-
ela, Still, thore are worse ways to

ancl Jots carry n:nl cxplusivea. of
course, it's up to Willlams and
friends to stop the midget mili-
tary In its tracks. Desplte somo
claver touches (especially in sot
deslgn and costumea), this Is an
emborassment from start to fin-
ish, (At area theaters.)

— John Monaghan

st showlng: Tom Cruise and Kiefer Sutherland star in "A Few Good Men,"” the story,
af a Navy lawyer’s quest to uncover the truth during a trial.
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shrimp sppetizer, rice,

DEARBORN (At Falrlane Center) 593-3200

§| TROY (West Big Beaver Road) 649-6340
FARMINGTON HILLS tAcross from Novi Hilton)

3 | 348-7900

Illba:hl slrloln of Chldn:n Dinner, your dmlc: In:ludu catree,

. salad, soup, vegciable, and rea..Offcr

for diancr enly now until mws excluding Saturday
night. Not valld with any other promulon.

y- peo-
plo will buy pills
guaranteed to
———————— maoke you loso
weight while you slecp or grow
heir on balding heads.

For me, it's that glimmor of
hopo that keops me expecting to
laugh at John Candy movics.
That and fond memories of John-
ny LaRuo, the Schemenge Broth-
ers and Tommy Shanks, the May-
or of Melonvllle.,

In oll falrness, Candy has been
good in mome maovies, like
"Plnncs, Trains and Auwmo-

biles” or BUPPO ort]] ng parts
“JFK" and “Splash.” 1 thouxht
he was the funniest part of
“Home Alone,” which I realizo s
faint praise, I can usually find a
few funny bits from Candy in ony
movie, but the laughs are rare fow

LeANNE
ROGERS

inthe l'lm “Delirious.”

'he premise sounds like it
could have somo potential, Candy
plays o soap opera writer who ia
in an accident and wakes up in
his show's fictlonal hospital. He'a
hovered over by hospital staffers;
there are always doctors and
nurses in soaps, characters he cre-
ated on the hospital staff, Ho
thinks ho has died, gone to hell
and his punishment is belng
spending eternity on hia own
show.

Candy, who is mistaken I'or a
mysterious millionaire entro.
peneur, dlscovers he can control
this soap opera come to life
Slﬂrough plots written on his type.

tor.

This is a device that Candy
uses to furthor his infatuation
with the malevolont heircss,
played by Emma Ssemms. Al-
though she fs engaged to a spinc-
less doctor, she develops an unex-
plained fascination with Candy.

The best laugh in the film takes
placoe at a party at Samms' pala-
tinl family estate. Candy and
Samms glide like Fred and Ginger
into the garden, which looks like
gomethlng from an MGM musi-

Hﬂffa from PREVIOUS PAGE

cal. Pausing in front ol'nfuunmn, )
the lilting muslc awitches to "n'
n Man's World.”

'l‘hu story hits a lot of soap op-
era’s favorite themes — sibling.

rivalry, secrots sbout parentage;. °

plots over family fortunes and:
even intrigues over a sccrot fors
mula that would eliminate w:lght
gain from cating.

Maricl Hemmingway ls the eu.r-_
nest and clean-scrubbed heroing:
you know Candy will fall for ence
he recovera from his infatuation:
with the flashy but naaty SammaZ
Raymond Burr is the patriarch or
Sammas's family.

Most of the problem with thlu- ’
film I'd place squarely with writ~-
er/director Tom Mankiewlez lifesl
less and uninspired offorts wears
ing clther hat.

“Delirious” is available on ca
sette ot your local video store, If
you have a question or comment
for LeAnne Rogers, send it to
Street Scene, Observer & Eccen-
tric Newspapers, 36251 School-
eraft, Livonia 48160, You also can
leave a rneuage by calling her at
953.2103.

’

blg bust dly He does

tandmark

paint o ridiculove plcture of
young Bobby Kennedy, who looks
no older than 17 when squaring
off with the laber leader.

DeVito concludes the film by
postulnting exactly what hap-
pened on the afterncon when Hof+
fa was taken for a ride, Yet his
cxplanation, like too much of
“Hoffa,” is filled with cheap mav-
ie cllchus and a predictable de-
nouemen!

The joya of picking out Detroit

used in filming may
prove frustrating, since the only
recognizable glimpses occur at a
warchouse and somo courtroom
steps (actually the entrance to the
Detroit Public Library's main
branch). Local stoge actor/direc.
tor David Regal is highly visihle
in the latter sceno and even hes a
line as an admiring reporter.

“Hoffa” {8 a pretty, If surpris-
ingly dull, picture made by a di-
rector whose Hollywood clout in-

creases with cach new movie, The,
talented DeVito should stay be-
hind the camera and leave War-
ren Beatty and Barbra Strelsand
to screw thelr own movies up with
on.acreen strutting and primping.

If you have a comment, question
or  suggestion, write to John
Monaghan, Street Scene, Observ.
er & Eccentric Newspapers, 36251
Schoolcraft, Livonia 48150, or call
him at 953-2047, mailbox number
1866, on a touch-tone phone.
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