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State evades radioactive waste
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Pleturo about 36,000 cublc feot
of low-grado radioactive waste,
spread ‘out among 63 eltes in
Michigan, growing bigger day by
dny, all dressed up an no place to

Thuta about the way things

atand as state officials choose to'

ignore the dilemma of where to
permanently store this stuff be.
cause the answer keopa coming
back to build a dump for it In the

state.

“Ic s reaching o stage whero
something I8 golng to need to be
done,” said Bob Wilson, an cnvi-
ronmental policy adviser for the
state Senate Republican caucus.
“If it continues to pile up we may
be facing a health hazard.”

Although the low-grade waste 1s
not nearly as dangerous as spent
reactor fuel rods, prolonged expo-
sure to it by humans can have se-
rious affects,

The waste is mostly ised

=a LANSING

universitics; 53 sites in all
Thero’a more than 360,000 cubic
feet of It so far, and 1,300 more
cublc feet aro added each month.
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Along with Rhode Island, New
Hompshire, Puerto Rico and
Washington D.C., Michigan is not
allowed to ship low-grade radioac-
tive waste out of stats because it
hasn't complied with federa! law.

Specifically, tho stata refused to
harbor o dumping site after being
told to do so by the group of states
I: joined to form a waste collec-
tive,

At the time, state officials sald
Michigan’s environment was too
sensitive to accept the dump site.
“Of all the states, Michigan is
probably the most high risk state
to site it at,” sold stato Sen. Dave

R-West Bl

of contaminated clothing, radio-
active substances used to track
lhc flow of drugs in the body and

cancer It's

who continuces to oppose puttinga
dump site in Michlgan.

’I‘ha collecﬁvc, made up of
M Wi

kept primarily in nuclear power
plnnts, but also in hospitals and

lown, Missouri, Indiana and
Ohio, said Michigan should pro-

vide the dump because it gen.
orates the most low-grade radio-
active waste.

Michigan ‘officiule refused to do
this, o the collectivo ¢jected the

tate.

That was OK for a while bo-
cause & dump {n South Carolina
continued to accept Michigan
waste. But twos years ago the
South Carolina people cut Michi-
gan off because  state officlals
weren't dolng anything to find or
create an alternative dumping
ground, said Bill Lukens, the ex.
ecutive director of the Michigan
Caalition of Radioactive Mater-
als Users.

Politicos evade it

So the wasto has beon building
up since then, but stato politic
cians, Lukens said, are afrald to
deal with the subject now.

“They'll give you a hearing, but
thoy're also concerned about the
politics of it,” he said. “Every-
body just wants to run and hide.”

State Sen, Vernon Ehlers, R.
Grand Raplds, tried and failed to
get action carlier this year. The
problem is that no ono wants to
be the senator or representative
with the radioactive waate dump

in his or her district.

“There's a lot of fear in dealing
with radioactive waste,” Ehblers
sald, “Thero’s ‘a lot of paranoia
about dealing with the jasuc.”

Lukens said the producers of
low-grade radloactive waste ho
representa would be happy if lhey

- The following Oakland
County organizations are on
tho state department of public
hcnll!:'u st cf 63 Michigan fa-
cllilinn mnsldem‘! generators of

could ship thelr wasto
It doesn't have to be Mlchigan as
long s they can get rid of it.

But as long as the siufl just
geta stacked away at 53 different
locations there's a growing poten-
tial for leaks and contamination,

“It's liko the national debt,”
Lukens said. “Sooncr or later
you've got to pay the piper.”

waste.
’l'hu waste is currently stored
on each site because Michigan
has not deslgnated a central
disposal site for low-level radio-
octive waste and is prohibited
from shipping it out of state.
‘Willlam B SRy

.Waste stored
at 5 county sites -

PN

st il

Cowmpany, on Elght Mile Road
in Southfield. (Expects to elim-;
inate the need for waste lwmgo
before Jan. 1, 1993.)

# Leeco Dingnouﬁu, on 10
Mile Road in Southfield.

& Oxford Biomedical Reuenrd:, K
on Star Batt Drive in Rochester ;|
Hills,

W Smith Kline Beecham Clini-.

cal Lnbomlary, on Indoplex .
Circlein Fi Hills. - -~

department of nuclear medi-
cine, on 13 Mile Road in Royal

Oak.
M Bradley-Thompson Tool

Other wasto generators in<;
clude 11 colleges and universts:
ties, nine hospitals and three |
nuclear power plants.
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ALL FALL & WINTER ;
MERCHANDISE for WOMEN ||

SAVINGS OF 30 to 50%

*SALE STARTS JAN. 4 N

SEMI-ANNUAL SALE [ECCLESTONE] |

The Claymore Shops

Ny FOR WOMEN i
° < i
’ SOMERSET COLI.ECI' 1ON « TROY » 649-3640 Eﬂ
For our special customers we are pleased T T o T e o o o e T b

to announce our FALL and WINTER sale.

Save 15% to 50%

on selected men’s and women's clothing
sportswear, furnishings and
footwear for men.
<

The Claymore Shops

210S. Woodward ¢ The Plaza Building
Birmingham e 642-7755

STORE HOURS :
Monday-Saturday 10 am - 6 pm * Thursday 10 am -9 pm

*Alterations extra on 50% off merchandise

Come to the Weight Watchers meeting nearest you.
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