The '93 Camaro: a new look

Since its introduction on
Sept. 18, 1966, the Chevrolet
Camaro has survived, oceasion-
ally thrived, and undorgone
more facelifts than Phyllis
Diller.

Orignally designed and built
to tako on the Ford Mustang,
the Camaro has entered and re-
entered phases of boing a mus-
cle car, econo-cruisor, and re-
fined aports car.

At the 1993 Detroit Interna-
tional Auto Show, the latest ver.
sion of the Camaro will be intro-
duced. Completely redesigned,
“the fourth-generation Camaro
wears a sculptured, contempo-
rary skin over hardware that's
been thoroughly updated to
mect the needs of today's most
demanding aporta car enthusi-
asta,” said Chevrolet's press
matorial. :

The car will be available in
two coupe versions: standard
and the more muscular Z28.
The new Camaro retains the old
101.1-inch whealbase, but is
longer, wider, and taller than ita
predecessor. Standard features
include driver- and passenger-
aide airbags and an anti-lock
braking system.

“Though virtually every com-
ponent is all-new or significant-
Iy modified, this fourth-genera-
tion Camaro is heavily based on
the previous deaign, which firat
appeared in 1982,"” said Road
and Track magazine. “Thisis a
radical evolution, not a clean
sheet revolution.”

Standard Camaros are
powered by a new overhead-
valve 3.4 liter V-6, which kicks
out 160 horsepower at 4600
RPM. This engine can be linked
with cither a four-speed auto-
matic transmission or five-
speed manual,

Enter into the 228 realm and
the power increases substantial-
ly. The 228 is powered by the
5.7 liter V8 found in the Cor-
vette, Known as the L'T1, the
motor produces 275 horsepower
at 6000 rpm in the Camaro: a
gain of 30 horses over last year's
engine. The 228 is available in
both manual and automatic
transmissions,

The Camaro’s interior has

GM seeks to
fine-tune
airbags

It can be a deadly mecting
when a car mects a deer, Gener-
al Motors can’t do much for the
deer, but the automaker is
trying to fine-tune its airbag
technology to assure that driv-
ers don't become victims, too.

Air bag designers face a spe-
cial problem: autos equipped
with the devices must have sen-
sors able to detect in mil-
liseconds if a crash is severe
enough to require the protection
of an air bag. Michigan has
48,000 car-decr accidents annu-
ally.

“As many motoriets have
learned, not every vehicle colli-
sion requires tho deploymont of
an air-bag systm,” said Dr, Da-
vid Viano, a rescarcher at the
General Motors Biomedical Sci-
ence Deportment. “This system
must be sensitive enough to
quickly detect if the collision
that is occuring will be severe

*enough that the occupants need
the extra protection that the air
bag system provides.

: “Striking a deer running

~across a highway is certainly an

‘unnerving occurence, but is

-usually not one that requires an

* air bag deployment...."

. GM trics to strike the right

*balance with low-speed crash
testing with styrofoam and sand
bags to simulate deer. Also,

:rough road tests help verify that

+tho GM system won't trigger on

* harsh road surfaces or off road

+when an air bag doployment is
not needed.

i The automaker's rescarch and

‘accident data analysis have

-helped GM set an impact speed

* threshold for air bag deploy-
ment higher than many manu-
facturers, lowering the risk and

.expenae of unnecessary doploy-
ments,

.Buick has
‘bright idea

Are you in tho habit gflenving
your car lights on? For its 1993
Skylark, Bulck is oﬂ‘oring asys.
tem that saves battery lifo by
nutomatically turning off the
juice if any Intorior light is left
on with the ignition off. Lighta
can bo reactivated by turning
the light switch on and off.

N

beon redesigned and includes a
wraparound instrumont panel

with analog gauges, Tho rear

scat can fold down flat for a car-

go :'olumu indox of 22.3 cubic
cet.

With an estimated base price
of $17,200, Motor Trend said
buyers can expect a lot for their
money. Tho magazine ™. .-
tioned its reduced intert..c noin,
excollent braking, and <olid feel,
while panning occasional throt-

tle clunks.

“‘While the Z28 continues to
offer near-Corvotto performance
at below-Honda Prelude price,
it now challenges tho best in er-
gonomics, solidity, ride, and
quietness,” the magazine sald.

Redosigned for ‘93, the
Camaro features a standard
3.4 Iiter V-8, wraparound in-
strument panel, and 18-inch
wheels.

'Loaso poymont for a Tracer sedan with
P.E.P, 570A is based on M.S.R.P. of
$10,155, Sable GS with P.E.P, 451A based

an M.S.R.P, of $17,480, Cougar with
P.E.f'. 280A basod on M.S.R.P. 0f $16,643
and Grand Marquis with P.E.P. 157A
based on M.S.R.P. af $23,420. Excludes

tille, taxes nnd liconso foo. Based on an
avornga capilatized cost of 24-month
Rod Carpot Loasos purchesod by Ford
Credit {n the Lincoln-Mercury

Blvislon Great Lakes Reglon for the
poriod 10/1/02.11/30/02. Some
payments higher, some Jower. Seo
doalar far payment and torms.

Lessoo may have optlen, but is
not obtigated 10 purchase tho
car ot leaso inception, Lossoa [s
rosponslble for oxcess wear

ond tear and $.11 por mila
ovor 30,000, Loasa subjoct 1o
credlt approvel and insura-

bllity as determinod by Ford
Cradit. For apocial lonso
torms, you must take now
vahicle rotall delivery
fram donlar atock an
Tracot, Crand Marquls
and Caugor by 2/2/91

and on Sable by W AAES

1/5/93. *Total cash
dug at looso fncep.

tion fncludos flest
month's loase pay-
mont, refundable
socurlty depaslt
and_cash down |
payment. [
*Always woor
your safoty belt.
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