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| Cmmty forms plan to take over mental health

Bv 'I‘m CARVHLL

lt may not bo perfoct, but a ten-
tative agreomont has beon
reached botween Oakland County
and the stato government for local
management of county mental
henlth programs.

Should the Caumy Board of
Commissioners and Montal
Health Board approve the new
agreement, Oakland County will
have the right to determine how it
distributes  funda' for mental
health needs; currently, the state
mansges mental health programs
for the county.

Under the proposed program,
known a8 full management, the
county will be able to direct fund-
ing according to ita needs, accord-

ing to Dr. Richard Cooper, direc-
tor of the Oakland County Com-
munity Mental Health Services
Board. One area in which the
county will consider increasing
funding, Cooper added, s alterna-
tives to hospitalization, such as
crisis centars and group homes.

“Right now, if a pationt is seri-
ously mentally i1l and needs to be
taken out of his own home, the
only place he can be taken is to
Clinton Valley,” Cooper sald.
“We have pationts at Clinton Val-
ly currently who shouldn't -be
there, but there's no other place -
for them to go.”

While critics -of full manage-
ment have charged that such a
plan would allow the etate to cut
funding, Céoper eaid the current

proposal has two clauses to pre-
vent cutbacks.

“Wao bullt into our contract a
drop-dead clause,” he sald. “If
funding drops below 95 percent of
the provious year’s full funding,
the contract terminates automati-
cally and dimctlon roverts back to
the state.”

To keep the state from clrcum.
venting the drop-dead clauso by
cutting the mental health budget
to 98 percent every year, the con-
tract also namea a dollar figuro
bclow whicl\ the. budget cannot

Stlll. county commissioner
Marilynn Gosling, R-Bloomficld
Hills, said the proposed contract
didn't quite grant overything
she'd hoped for.

MORC opposes county control

By TiM CARVELL
BTAyy Waner

‘While state and county mental
health officiala prepare for the ap-
.proval of a proposed full manege-

iment program for Qakland Coun-
'ty, one in a

Michigan Department of Mental
Health with sloppy governance.

wrote, .
Those who support the full

mmpnlgn to keep control of coun-
‘ty mental health agencies in the
‘state’s hands,

= The Macomb-Oaklaond Region-
al Center (MORC) has good rea-
eon to fear full management; cur-
rently, it is under state control,
because both Macomb and Oak-
and counties” mental health pro-
grams are state-run. But if the
County Commission and Mental
Health Board approve the full
management proposal, Oaklond
County will direct its own pro-
grams — and MORC's funding
will be placed in j d:

“We demand an called
moratorium on all closures of Bcrgumafem unlounded. Coun-
state mental health’ ies and  ty o8l
all of state i ing, R-Bl ld Hills, said

1 to county MDRC would not be disbanded
Community Mental Health under full management, but it

(CMH) Boards until there is a ro-
view and evaluation made by the
department as required by the
Mental Health Code,” Bergum
wraote In o press releaso,
ergman, who could not be
reached for direct comment, pro-
ceeded to charge the Department
of Mental Health with recklessly
closing state facilities, and the
CMH boards with failing to repre-
sent their constituents,
“Community Mental Health
Bonrds are comprised of county

" To prevent such a transfer,
Barbara Bergum, president of the
Association for Macomb-Oakland
Reglonal Center, has charged the

and political ap-.
pointees with little or no experi-
ence in mental health who scrve
as u rubber stamp for the boards’
executive directors,” Bergum

would have to compete with other
agencies for the county’s busi-
ness.

*“The staff feels that MORC is
golng to be destroyed,” Gosling
sald. “The stato would like to pri-
vatize MORC. In the forcsccable
future, wo will be contracting with
MORC to providoe client homes. If
MORC wore outbid, then they
might lose.”” Such an agreement
may frighten MORC, according to
Dr. Richard Cooper, director of
the Oakland County Community
Mental Health Services Board.

“What thoy're trying to do is
preserve their own jobs,” Cooper
said. “They want to preserve their
high pay and good benefits,"”
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“1 always liko to got a little
more than I expect,” she said. “I
would llko the state to reach
cqulzy In funding of . mental
health.

Nnnethclcu. Gosling conclud-
ed that “it’s o fair contract.”

Should the contract receive ap-
proval, Oakland County will be-
come the sccond-to-last county in

tho state to implement full man.
ogement; currently, only Oakland
and Mncomb counties lack mch
axreementa. !

The county's move. wwurd full
management was slowed by-its
1983 lawsuit charging the state
with inodequate funding, Until
the lawsuit was decided laat

i)
A\ﬁ .
overlmnl its funding pmeeduxgﬁ
now, Cooper said, the atato Us,
ger to hand. over control -of’
mental henlth programs to l.i!
county.

spring, the wumy eould

- ] don't think the state wnnla '
to continue operating these y;ﬁ

grams," he said. ]
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youtine pregnancy
suddenly wasn't...

goodness there’s Hutzel Haspital.

For more information, or a
phmtmrr referral, call 745-5000.

Cracran's Hospsal uamm

Canter.
Huron Vasloy Hoapial s Huzol Hotptsl » fohbidaton |mm- ol bichigen » DUC Hesth Caro Conters «
© 1992 DolroA Mg Center ;

Twas glad I'd chosen Hutzel, fom he beginning, my pregnancy was
described s *notmal.” So when | wanted a privale room-one where labor, delivery, and "

recavery could oll lake place~my doctor had no objections. But if something went wiong,

} wanted to know my baby and | would also have the most knowledgeable spécioiisls ond the
latest medico technology nearby. So ! chose The Delroit Medicol Center's Hutzel Hospital.

To my surprise, Hutzel's private LDRP (Lobor, Delivery, Rm. PostPartum) rooms were -
among the mostspacious and beautiful Id seen. lwas glod | could bein one—ond that Id chosen
Huizel. Becouse at the lost minute, my baby developed complications cnd a leam of Hutze!
specialists was right there to provide the care we both needed.

Like alot of olher women, Pve leamed there's no such thing os o rouhne pregncncy Thank

[uke Hutzel
Hospltal

Rocerng HotpAa and Uneversdy Heal nmu-mn-munmmm
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