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Area woman

BY TiM RICHARD
Srar Wamen .

¢ A deeply divided federal com-
mission favors aome use of wam.
én in combat,

{ - Dissenting on the.10-5 voto was
Elaine Donnelly, Livonia writer
and conservatlvo Ropublican ac-
tiviet.

» -“Preaident Bush sald nothtng. I
hoped he would say ‘women have
been historically exempt (from
combat), and I wish to leave it
that way' He didn't say any-
thing,” Donnelly said in an inter.
view. .

'{President-clcct) Clinton is for
ERA (equal rights amendment to
the U.S. Constitution), Women in
combat 18 part of that. He has
telegraphed his intentlons on the
homosexunl l[ssue; he has em-
braced equal opportunity ns a pri-
mary value.” .

As conaervatives sce it, the ma.
jority ignored a bosic military
consldsration — “what {s best for
the unit and the milltary as a
whole"” — in advocating equal op-
portunity for some individual
women in combat, -

‘“The proponents of assigning
women to combat have not made
thelr case,” Donnelly's group
sgld. “The commission heard no
cqmpellin, evidence that the mill-
tary needs women to fight its
wars. Demographically, the mili-
tdry does not face a manpower
shortage that would demand a °
radical change in settled Ameri.
can law, policy and custom.”
Gulf War product

The Perstan Gulf war of 19901
gave birth to the Presidential
C isslon on the A
of Women In the Armed Forces.

Of 500,00 military personnal
sent to Arabia and Iraq, 40,000
were women, of whom 13 were
killed and two taken captive.
(Donnelly said she received mall
berating her for asking witncsses
nbout sexunt abuse of femnle pris-
oners — as if it were a taboo sub-
Jeet)

- *+The commission was a bypro-

dpct of Congress' 1981 Defense
Authorization Act. That act
ropealed prohibitions on female
Naval aviation and Alr Force offi-
cérs in combat.

1U.S. law still prohibits (1) use
of women in ground combat and
{2) Naval and Marine Corps use
of worhen on combat vessels (ex-
cept hospital ships),

Although the topic was hotly

. debated in 1991, media interest

waned. By the time the final re-
port was released last Nov. 15,
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and
newspapera virtually ignored it.

Donnclly, 46, campalgned . for
the commission ond a placo on it.
Her interest goes back to the pre-
1980 days when she fought ERA.
“At firat I thought it meant equal
pay for equal work, Then I talked
to (then U.S. Rep.) Martha Grif-
fiths, who said it meant the draft:
1 had young daughters,” she re-
called.

“It's consiatent with the femin-
ist philosophy,” Donnelly sald of
the people wanting women in
combat. “Thoy say there I8 no dif-
ferenco between women and men.
You can't prove that cxcept In
war. .

“I'm supportive af women in

Review and Human
Events as: well as metropolitan
dally poapers. Her condidacy was
endorsed by Gov. John Engler,
then-U.S. Rop. Carl Pursell, R-
Plymouth, and the National Fed-
cration of Republican Women,

‘Three-way split
Donnelly said she attended eve-

‘ry meoting, read all the tons of

materin}, undergolng a flight in a

combat jet, and even taking a.

doso of prisoner-of-war training.
The commisaion was chaired
retived Alr Forco Gen. Robert T.
Herres and included nine military
and six civilian persons. Best
known peraonality was Newton
Minow, the Federal Communica-
tions C ission chalr in the

the military, Their perfc
have beer outstanding.” But not
in combat, .

Neither Elaine nor husband
Terry Donnelly has been In the
military, but Elalne mado herself
a recognized expert. She testified
in congreseional hearings ogainat
women in combat and sorved in
1984-6 on the Pentagon’s Defenso
Advisory Committee on Women
in the Services.

Her articles have sppeared in
such conservative magazines as

1960s famed for calling television
*a vast wasteland,"

There were 10 mon and five
women, Three of the five women
wero among the dissenters,

Thero were clear battle lines.
Two of tho pro-combat members
accused the dissenters of having
*a pre-determined agenda” and a
conservative bias.

Donnelly’s rebuttal: The chair
wouldn't even allow a discussion
of a clear statement on women In
combat; another member had a

battles against women in combat -

daughtor who wanted to advance
her carcer; others wouldn't Jisten
to argumonts about women's
phyaical limitations.

In tho end there was o three-
way split. Ono group wanted.
women in combat. Donnoelly's dis-
gentors  didn't. A swing group
bounced back and forth, depend-
ing on the the specific iasuo.

Others’ views

A soven-member minority
bashed the recommendation that
women not serve in air combat as
“patornizing and antiquated . . .
We found no evidence . . . that
these physical- differences affect
performance in the cockpits of
combat aircraft, just ae they now
do not affect performance in sup-
port aircraft.” .

Donnelly cited testimony, how-
ever, that flying combat aircraft
and flying them in combat were
two different things. On tour of
Nollis Alr Force Base, she
snapped up a general's {nvitation
to ride in on F-15 Eagle.

“The firat hatd turn — register-
ing 7.8 Gz (forces of gravity) —
pinned me to the canopy without
the strength to move,” she wrote.

Boarding: Elaine Donnelly, a f
Commission on the Assignment of Women in the Armed
Forces, boards an F-15 Eagle.
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