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‘Chaplin’ sticks close to the myth

“If you want to
know me, watch
my movies."”

This telling
lino, spoken by
Robert Downey
Jr. as Charlie
Chaplin, sums

. up the new mov-
ie biography of
the comie legend.

If thero really

was truth in ad.

vertising, this
would be featured on the posters.

Richard Attenborough's
“Chaplin” nobly tries to deplct its
subject’s llfe and work but rarely
scrapes boneath the gloss- of
Chaplin's self-imposed myth. It
boasts a surprisingly atrong lead
performance, but ultimately gots
crushed beneath the director's
heavy hand.

It introduces us to Choplin the
artist, but anly amid the sapplest
of Hollywood-style hokum. At nge
five, young Charlic walks onto &
London stage and wows the audi-
enco with his singing and danc.
ing. The unruly denizens of the
peanut gallory, who threw debrls
at his mothor just minutes ago,
now toss coina,

Charlle moves from: vaudeville
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to tho “fllckers,” hired by Koy-
stone Kops creator Mack Sennett
(Dan Aykroyd), and soon gathers

a following. He begins to direct -

and becomes a perfectionist,
shooting the simplest scencs
countless timea and working
round-the-clock in the editing
room.

His aab-

Lakoll 1ancl

Director Attenborough (“Gan-
dhi” and “Cry Freedom”) and his
trio of scriptwritors falter by
sticking so closo to tholr primary
source: Chaplin’s 1964 autoblog-
raphy, written during his exile in
Switzerland, which aven in !hu
movie is mfemd to as “vague.”
The film creates a fictional

1 (Anthony Hopkine)

otage his private life. Ho marries
o half dozen women during his
stay In Hollywood, many of them
half his age. The parade of women
in and out of his life, among them
the radiant Paulette Goddard,
grows tiresome while important
parts of his career, like the forma.
tion of United Artiats, arc anly re-
forred to In passing.

Meanwhile, the movie insists
on having bad guys, 8o it trots out
Nazis and McCarthy-era commu-
nist witch hunters for Charlie to
spar with.

J. Edgar Hoover is deplcted,
probably rightly o, as a chubby-
cheeked demagogue who takes
glee in getting dh't on Chaplin in
the hope of deporting him back to
England. Another acene finds a
German director spouting anti.
Semitic rhetoric at a Hollywood
party, quite unlikely at a gather-
ing teeming with Jewish moguls.

who attompts to fill in the gaps in
Charlie's sclective memory.

One amusing sceno plays myth
against reality by showing the
book. version of tho creation of
The Tramp screen - character,
where glowing plecea of the now-
fomous costume magically leap
into his hand. The reality i do-
picted as a last-minute scramble
to find something to wear for a
scene.

Otherwlse, the filmmakors rely
completely on the myth, usually
backed by John Barry's
avorwrought musical score,

Robert Downey, Jr., who has
done little to distlngulsh himself

in previnus pictures, fills The -

Tramp's overaized shoes quite ad-
mirably. He really does look the
part, even if [.e plays it so stone-
faced that we might think we're
watching the Bustor Keaton sto.
ry. And didn't anyone else notico

tho incredible amount of lip-
synching used horo?

‘The film places famous faces
among tho supporting cast. Geral-
dine Chaplin, the subject’s real-
lfe daughter, {s appropriately
cost as Chaplin's mother, who
spent years In a mental institu-
tion before moving to California
to live with her son.

Kevin Kline, emong my least
favorite actors in movies today,
has a great time portraying dash-
ing Douglas Fairbanks and comes
off rather charmingly. However,
James Woods (as a smsemtlng

Hopkine an Tl
Akroyd (who looks and acts more
like John Candy with each now
film) are only remotely convine-

ing.

"Chnplln" is only truly enter-
taining ot tho end, when Charlie
accepts a Hl‘etimu achievement
award at the 1972 Academy
Awards ceremony. Clips from
“The Immigrant,” “Tho Gold
Rush,” “The Kid" and “The
Grent Dictator” flash agaln across
tho screen and we remember why
tho comedian's name shines on,

If you renily want to know
Chaplin, watch these classlcs.
Stay away from thia overblown
and stiffly directed biography.

SCREEN SCENE

The week in filma briefly noted:

“Bram Stoker’s Dracula” —
Frificie Ford Coppola has gotten
a bad rap. Not since 1963 and
“Dgmentia 13" has tho_director
ventured into true horror. And for
what it’s worth, he docs try to stay
somewhat faithful to Stoker, us.
ing references to the book's diary
entries, telegrams, and nowspaper

kidnapping of an English soldier
(Forest Whitaker) and then
careens off into intrigue and dark
comedy. Miranda Richardson
(“Enchanted April”) creates a
memorably sleazy femme fatale
while its protagonist learns the
existentinl facts of Jifo and love,
Asking for more details will only
spoil this highly orlgmul movle,
the most d work yet

accounts wh

Winona Ryder holds onto her
English accent, Keanu Recves
doesn’t, while Gary Oldman
clevcrly transforms from the rat-
faced older Dracula to a sleck
young European dandy in sto-
vepipe hat and sunglasses. A
must-sce. (At area theaters)

“The Crying Game” — Irish
writer/director Nell Jordan's atyl-
ish now thriller opens at a cami.
val, appropriate since it has more
twists and turns than a roller-
conster, It beging_with an IRA

from the creator of “Monn Lisa"
and “The Miracle.” (Fridoys
through Sundays, Jan. 16-17 and
22-24 at the Detroit Film Theatre,
5200 Woodward Ave. Call 833-
2323 for information. Admisslon

$5.)

“A Fow Good Mon"’ — When
murder tokes place on & Cuban
military base, young gun lewyer
Tom Cruise goes up agoinst colo-
nel Jack Nicholson to get at the
truth, Director Rob Remcr has an

eye for

but he can't olevate tho movie,
which also features Demi Moore,
Kevin Bacon and Kiefor Suther.

brother, a general who wanta to
launch a new breed of war toys,
No nrdiml‘ry G.L Joes, these ra.

land beyond a
version of much better courtroom
drames. (At aren theaters)

“Malcolm X'' — Every bit as
good as Spike Lee said it would
be, this three-hour-plus docu.
menulry docsn 't pull any punches
in fts d of the

tanks, helicoptors
nnd jota carry real explosives. Of
course, it's up to Willloms and
friends to etop the mldget.mili-
tary in its tracks. Despite some
clever touches (especially in set
deslgn and costumes), this is an
from start to fin-

sinl civil rights leader. What
makes the film so fascinating is
Malcolm’s abllity to grow into at
least three different men and
those changes aro beautifully por-
trayed by Denzel Washington, in
the role of a lifetime. (At arez the-
atera)

“Toys’” — Robln Williama
plays the Peter Pan-ish son of a
toy manufecturer In Barry Lovin-
son’s (“Rain Men") misfived at-
tempt at whimsy, When dad dics,
he leaves the company to his

Ish. (At arca theaters)

“Wiid ot Hoart” — David
Lynch’s 1990 road movie, starring
Nicholas Cago and Laura Dern as
star-crosscd lovers on the lam
{from a witch of a mother (Diane
Ladd) is a wild and violent ride
from start to finish, with substan-
tial nods to “Tho Wizard of Oz"
and Elvis, (Monday, Jan. 11, at
the State Theater, 2115 Wood-
ward Ave., Detroit. Call 961-5450
for information. Admission $2.)

— John Monaghan

 tol
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» Served In our beautlful
banquu hall,
* We scat 400 guests for all oceasions.
Perfect for your Hollday Party.
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Featuring:
+ amemade Soups
« Salad Bar with Fresh Fruit
+ 3 Homemade Pastas
+1 Meat Entree and Vegetable

» Assorted Pizzas
= lomemade Bread & Gartlc Rolls
* Dessers Table .
Served 4:30 - 8:30 p.m,
Groups Welcome = Cocktalls Available
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Make a New Year's resolution to clean that closet, attic, or basement, because now you can
sell your “collection” for the low rate of only $2.99 per line. (Minimum: 3 lines)

You have until January 30, 1993 to get'the “goods” together and cal! us.
Who knows? You could collect enough cash to pay off your .Holiday charge accounts!
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644-1070 OAKLAND COUNTY 591-0960 WAYNE COUNTY 852-3222 ROCHESTER-ROCHESTER HILLS

Deadlines: 5 p.m, Tuesday for Thursday edlﬁou 5 p.m. Friday for Monday edition
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