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discuss Thursday tho “philoaphi-

) cal” aspects of closing committeo
.. ‘Thanks to an Oakland Univer- meetings to public and press,
sity studont who' mokes waves ‘Tho student, Margaret O'Brien,

like-undersea eartliquakes do, tho
univeraity’s board of trustoes will

is also the senfor cditor of The
Oakland Post, the OU student

‘B’ham AAUWhos_ts speaker

thr ‘

¥ Phio Birmingham' Branch of the
Amerjcan ‘Association of Univer.
sity Women will bear from tho as-
(socinte director of the equal op-
{portunitics program at the Uni-
versity' of Michigan following a
.Wednesday noon lunch at Plum
‘Hollow Golf Club in Southfield,
o Norma Barquet, asacciate di-
“rector of National Origin Equity
ot U-M, came to the United
States from Cuba in 1963 after
the Castro take-over. She holds a
bachelor’s degree in French and
Spanish literature, a teaching cer-
tilicate from Marygrove College

and a master's degree in Spanish
and Latin American literature
from tho Univorsity of Iowa.

She ia now working on a docto-
ral degree in cducational and bi-
lingua! education ot Wayne State
University.

lunch

newspaper, l

She. bolleves that tho eight-
member board of trustees should
hold its committce meotings
whero - overybody can sco them.
And now, 8o doea Oakland Coun-

-ty Executive L. Brooks Patterson,

3%0 recently resigned from tho
Putterson suld that tho trustees

_have kept the meetings private

sinco 1970 because they can
more candid with cach other that
way and sorve tho university bet-

ter,

But, he added, “Why stay out
thero and get beat up week ofter
week (by the media} when what
flt’mn on behind closed doors isn't

at n

ded by o
cash bar at 11:30 a.m. and coats
$16. Guests are also welcome for
just the talk at 1:16 p.m. Call 649-
6161 immedintely for reservations
or questions,

Plum Hollow is at 21831
Lahser and Nino Mile Road.

The current trustees, however,
have opted to continue the clc:gcd
f

Thursday’s discussion.

Late last year, O'Brien sparked
an {nvestigation of OU's commit-
tee meeting policy by Qakland

' County Prosecutor Richard

I The Winter Sale
th Starts TOday At
ot (ol

i Featuring today’s classics at yesterday's
prices from Pennsylvania House
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It's hard 10 believe how afferdable

Harvest Extension
Table
reg. $1850 now $1049
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. Pel Hause fumitune can be.
Especially now, during the Collector's
-Showcase rwhen all furniture by

nia Housa Iz at least 35% off. Every plece Is made

Pennsytval
with the quality and care of & true collectible, So visit

Stewart-Glenn now through February 22.
And start your collection of Pennsylvania
House heirfooms today.
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Somerset
can make
- your child
-~/ a model
- student.

“In Style With Somerset" will
B teach your chitdren valuable les-
: sons in self-confidence. it's a fun,
fact-filled, educational experience
where ‘both: boys and girls can
learn the basics of modeling, skin
care, wardrobe, etiquetteand lots

. more over six consecutive Satur- L

days beginning January 23rd at .
the Somerset Collection, Classes - .

are available for 6-to 8-year-olds,
9- to 12-year-olds and 13-to0 18-
year-olds. So, send your kids to, -
“In Style With Somerset.”” Going

to school never looked so good)] -
Forinformationon howtoregister,
call the Somerset Collection at
643- 6360 between 9.am. and
4 p.m. Monday through Friday.

SOMERSE

The best names at the best address.

T

Thompson concluded that the
trustces were violating the Michi-
gan Open Meetings Act, 5o the
trustecs made some changes to a
few n_xlea to make their closed

OU board confrOh’gs private meetings

lem, they decided to got rid of the
evidence.” -

Trustee Larry Chunovich eaid -
he prefers that the meetings re-
main closed because “people are
more candid with each othor, Peo- -
plo are golng to bo moro, reaerved
in on open session. When you -
open things up you tend to for-
malize them,” !

Trustee David Handleman de-
clined to discuss the meeting pol-
icy with tho Observer & Eccentric.
“1 don’t think this is the time for
the press to get Involved in this
decision,” he satd. “This is a dis-
cuasion that we havo to have as
truatees.””

Trustee Andrea Fischer said
she hosn't decided yet if the com-
mittee meetings should bo open
to the public and press.

Told that Patterson said that
keoping tho meetings closed
makes for bad public relations,
Fisher anid sho “will not make my
decision based on PR. I'll make it
bascd on what I think is best for
the university.”

QU’s faculty union alse op-
poses the bo{:rd'n dculn’: for priva-

BY RALPH R, ECHTINAW
Brayr WRITER

. Birmingham resident Rex
Schlaybaugh Jr. was appointed
to tho Oakland University
Board of Trustees Thursday by
an old friend of his, Gov. John
Engler.

Schlaybaugh, 43, replaces
Oakland County Exccutive L.
Brooks Patterson, who reslgned
his OU scat to avoid a conflict
of interest between that and his
county job. .

Born and raleed in Lansing,
Schlaybaugh got o bachelor's
degree from Albion College in
1971 and a low degree from the
University of Detrolt in 1873,

He rotumed to Lansing to
practice law in 1974, the eame
year Engler came to tho state
capital as a young legislator.

The two men became ac-

inted and have stoyed In

cy in 3
vast majority of?ur aister inu}ltu-
s

legal.
O'Brien wasn't satisfied, “We

tions wel culty,
and other Interested observers to
board committeo and mbcomxlnlt-

‘| contact since. Schlaybaugh,

who worked in a peripheral role
on Engler's 1930 campaign for
governor, anid Engler asked
him “some montha ago” if he

atill have a body, but
threw out the evidence,” she said.
*“Instead of dealing with the prab-

tee union i
Ron Cramer told the board in No-
vember.

would bo i d In any uni-
versity board appointments.

B’ham attorney
gets OU vacancy

Rex Schiasybaugh Jr.

“] don't think his appoint-
ment of mo and my interest in
taking it has anything to do
with anything I did in tho cam-.
paign,” Schlaybaugh said.

Currently a partner in the
law firm of Dykema-Goasett,
Schlaybaugh specializes in
merger and acquisition. He sajd
the firm doesn’t handlo any
cases that would present a con-
flict of interest on the OU
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