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t's January, a timo to sct goals for the new
‘year. It's also a timoe to look back to see if
(and how) past gonls wore attained.

Looking back over the last couple ot
years in Farmington Hills, we have tosay.". .
we're plensed overall. It's our porception that
things have changed for the better over that pe-
riod thanks to some actions taken by the city of

Farmington Hills,
+ From flood control projects to road imprave-
“ments to the purchase of an old sod farm for
‘future use as as “active” recreation complex,
‘things secm to be getting done in Farmingten
Hills.

Parks and recrention are always hot topics in
Farmington Hills. We hope things'll cool off'a
little now that the city has purchased a former
sod farm on Eight Mile Road. The 85 acres will
be turned into a recreation complex with ball
diamonds, soccer pitches and other facilities.

With the new facility (inally up and running,
perhaps the pressure to over-develop the au na-
tuerel Heritage and Woodland Hills (nee Peltz-
MDOT) parks will diminish or disappear.

One goal for the new year would be to get that
r«:crcatlon complex up and running as soon as

le. We'd be very di inted to find the

Hills agenda
Several issues for 1993

place devoid of youngsters jumping, running
and shouting in s year's time.

And, while we're still on the subject, what
about this plan to split off recreation into a sep-
arate departmont with its own people and prior-
ities? It should be considered, anyway,

Hore ate a couple of other goals we’d like to
see accomplished in 1993:

M Library — This plan to merge a new public
library with the Oakland Community College
Library on the Orchard Ridge has been on the
front and back burners over the years, The plan
sounds like a good one. Residents need more
excuses to be on campus, Support from the city
and colloge scems to be there, 8o lot's get going.
Just don't (repeat do nat) put the new Mbrary in
Woodland Hilla.

@ Public involvement — Thia is for the gov-
erned. Residents, after all, need a goal or two to
shaot for, People love to complain about the
how the city is run, But those with concerns
should show up at 11 Mile and Orchard Lake
roads on Mondays when the city council mects.
Even those with no specific complaint should
take the time to get to know their city officials.
You'd be surprised how good they'll be if they
know someone is watching.

ov. John Engler missed a golden opportu-
nity in 1992 to improve Michigan’s crum-
bling roads by raising the fucl tax.
His Senate Republicans and House Demo-
crats could have cut a deal so that neither party
Jwould use-it against the other. There was no
talk in Washington of more fuel taxes. Pump
prices were stable and even declining.

As the Engler team looked to squeeze $150
~million from the $5 billion state transportation
budget, a tax increase could have been phased

.1n.
;Z Certainly the need ia there, especially for
| county roads. Oakland is plagued by two-lane
{ roads. Wayne’s mile roads are an abomination;.
: the county can’t even do proper signal timing to
vaid traffic jams at red lights. I-275, dedlcnlcd
only 16 years ago, is crumbling.

As aging gasguzzlers are retired, the new flect
uf cars is more fuel efficient, and 15 cents per

iy

Better roads still needed

gallon simply doesn’t raise the revenue it used

to.

Finolly, Engler's transportation chief, Patrick
Nowak, thinks it's time for more revenue.

But the problcm in 1993 will be more diffi-
cult. Washington is talking of a 26- Lo 50-cent
taxi to deter fuel

Michigan's 15-cent tax still is one of the Mid-
west's lowest, and our roads are an embarrass-
ment, On US-23 and 1-69, you can tell when
you've reached Ohio and Indiana because the
rumbling sound stops.

No, 1993 isn’t the best time to beef up road
revenues, but it’s too late to bemoan lost oppor-
tunity.

Good roads still are good politics, Good roads
are good for economic development. Good roads
are good for tourist travel.

And good ronds are a better monument to
lawmakers than fat pensions,

Iean air has a price. We're not sure how
high it is yet, but people in this seven-

rot

will

county rcmon of Mlchlgun need to realize

Breathe life into standards

Without our action, Washington will set not
only the goal but the methods, too. We could
lose federal road money and industrial permits
lation: jobs, jobs, jobs).

something is coming, and state )
need to pass enabling laws.
The U,S, Congress passed a new Clean Air
Act in 1890, and now we learn that our region
isn't in compliance. Qur goal is to reduce emis-
sions 15 percent from 1990 levels by 1996.
The Southeast Michigan Council of Govern-

‘The plan before SEMCOG and ultimately the
Legislature calls for:
M Vapor recovery devices on fuel pumps, The
state regulates gasoline stations.
M A centralized and enhnnccd vehicle inspec-
tion program.
B A Dep of Natural R airin-

ments put tognthcr a task force uf road i

oil
ties and environmental groups to make recom-
- mendations. The plan goes before SEMCOG's

has to poss enabling laws by November.

Exccutive Committee by month's end. Lansing

spection program paid for by industrial fees.
No doubt state lawmakers will use a fine-

tooth comb before agreeing to new laws and

fees, checking all the options. They have 10

months to act, and that should be long enough.

OMMUNITY VOICE

JUDITH DOKER BERNE ASSISTANT MANAGING EDITOR
FRED WRIGHT DIRECTOR OF GIROULATION

i1 QUESTION:
\ | Would you
i please recom-
' mend some-
thing for us to
{isten to?
We asked this & S . N
question at Har- | “The new REM "Def Leppardjust *10,000 Manl- “Twould recom-
mony House in | Band, ortho camaoutwitha | acs. Their new mend country o
- downtown Frank Sinatra new album that's | album s “Our classlcal music. |
« Farmington. box set, or Hany Time In Eden.”" love Pavarotti.”
Connick Jr., or Mary Robh | Kevin McKague Holen Masell
Garth Brooks." Farmington Hills Novi Redford Town-
Kevin Q'Connoll ship
nlg .
Tom BAER EDITOR, 477-5450
STEVE BARNABY MANAGING EDITOR * DICK ISHAM GENERAL MANAGER

MARK LEWIS DIRECTOR OF ADVERTISING

AL PHillp POWSE CHURMAN OF THE BOARD

Richard Aginian PRESIDENT

LETTERS

Support for millage

As parents of four children in the Farmington
Public Schools, we thank you for you Jan. 7 edi-
torial on the upcoming millage rencwal,

While we are grateful for the wealth of infor-
mation received and enjoyment obtained by
reading the Observer twice weckly, we are dis-

inted that your paper doesn't more di-
rectly and aggressively support the much need-
ed passage of this rencwal,

It is our opinion that Farmington syswm has
25 exemplary schools. We are confident that one
day each will have a plaque to flaunt their ac-
complishments.

It puzzles us why anyone would not support
this renewal, or how our school system is to con-
tinue its fine work without it.

° We have listened to presentations of this re-
newal and have asked questions trying to un-
derstand any basis which would support its de-
feat.

Surely statistics must show that our property
values, the health of our community as well as
our children’s educations are dircctly affected

by the quality of our schools.

Itis ging to hear positi d

ments from bunmess und commumty Ienders.

We sco Fl
Supcnnu-ndent Barrett, as well a8 our seven de-
voted board members atanding ready, able, and |
willing to explain and re-explain this proposal
as well as answer questions relating to this or
any other matter.

Please aggressively encourage all of your
readers to support the Feb. 2 millage renewal.
Our kids are worth it.

And yes, user-friendly is a finc term to use
when discussing our school establishment, be-
cause it certainly is.

Linda and Steve Kaplan, Farmington Hills

Qpinlons are to be shared: We ‘welcome your
ideas, as do your neighbors, That's why we offer 1.
this space on a weekly basis for opinions In your
own words. We will help by editing for clarity. To
assure authenticity, we ask that you sign your
letter and provide a contact telephone number,

Letters should be mailed to: Editor, The Farm-
Ington Observer, 21898 Farmington Road, Famn-
ington 48336,

ities ¢ i ¢i ance

ome ani

and become fixed parts of life. Dogs and
cats, for example, or suburbanites and

Coleman Young, or New York Yankee fans and

the rest of humanity.

Fotks in my trade develop equally persistent
dislikes, usually arising out of the realities of
our work, We don't like lawyers, for instance,
because we think most are weasel worded and,
because many sue us.

High on our dislike list are city managers and
cops, mostly because both belicve (wrongly)
their job entails trying to keep bad stuff out of
newspapers. I'm particularly sorry for cily man-
agers because they're between a rock (local
newspapers) and a hard place (eity councils); if
something gets screwed up in town, everybody
knows about it.

‘There are, of course, exceptions that make thu
rule.

On top of my personal list is Buh Deadman,
who retired lnst week as Farmington's city man-
ager after a 35-year carcer in public service.

Bab started out in 1957 in Farmington when
he was hired as a cop (well, “public safety offi-
cer,” as the fire and police departments are
combined). Rejected by the Detroit Police De-
purtment because of had eyes, he started his
career riding a scout car in the suburbs, sup-
porting n wile and three kids nnd gmn;, o Oak-
land C College and M at
night.

He became public safety chiefl in 1966 and
city manager in 1972, surviving for 20 years in a
trade usually marked by short tenure.

Why? “Because while [ was riding a xcout
car, | really got to know the community arul the
people in it. That and the fact that the mem-
bers of the city council were good folks to work
for.”

That sounds just like Bob Deadman. Direct,
decent, thoughtful, measured and not a show.
boat.

We got to know Bob pretty well at these
newspapers over the years, [ ‘d guess our repurts
ers thought more of him than nearly anyhmly
they covered in local gavernment.

Here's the take on Bob Deadman according to

Manager generated respect

Bob Sklar, who covered him while editor of the
Farmington paper from 1985-00: “What 1 res

ber most is his ion for the litlle
guy who came before city council, hix never-say-
die approach Lo the central business district,
the respect his police officers gave him even
long after he beft their ranks, nml his commit-
ment to historical preservation,” y

That's high praize from a community journal.
ist who covered a city manager, .

Here's another assessment from Tim Rich-
ard, surcly one of the most tough-minded bor-
dering-on-surly reporters ever to work for these
newspapers: *Deadman was a 20th century cop,
He put the law and public service ahove person-
al conveniencee, T'hix is unusual, given that he
served a small vity where personalities loum
large. He l)mu;‘hl city alministration, lmlll ll- a |
police Tist anel g list, vy
tleddication

I forgive him (or attending Cooley High,”
was the way Tim ended his note (o me.

In this business, tov often we et entangled in
the push and shove of daily news aml cuullu.l
without ever pausing to reflect on why sume §
communilies we serve are such wonderful
places to live. People like Bob Deadman are
why, All of us — press and public alike — are
hetter ofT hecause of able and dedieatad public
servants like him,

Phil Pawer is chairman of the company that
otons this newspaper. His touchtone voive mait
miember iy (313) 9532047 ext. 1880, .
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