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“Hefty's” is a 30-minuto short
film with a larger message.
A milliongire takes on the

the record for moat coneys eaten
in one hour. In the process, the

:self and dlacovers friendship,

= Bohind tho scencs, though, is
@an underlying tone of persis.
Yence. Executive producer Mar-
#arct Culver, who is a apecial ed-
ucation teacher at Farmington

that.

“If it wasn't for her, it
wouldn't be on the screen,” said
filmmaker John Prusak, who
wrote and filmed “Hefty's.” “She
did al! the leg work.”

“Hofty's,” which waa shot in
1983, was destined to lay dor-
mant due to a lock of money.
Then two years ago at the Tellu-
ride Film Festival in Colorado,
Culver asked Prusak whatever
happened to the project he
filmed at Hefty's Concy Island in
Redford Township. She offercd
to step in.

Culver secured two granta to
dofray $30,000 in costs, coordi-
nated the post-production work
and turned the film into viewing
reality. “Hefty's” promieres Sat-
urday, Jan, 16, at the Redford
Theatre in Detroit.

“It secmed {t was golng to get
done one way or another,” Culver
sald. “It wae a matter of when it
was going to get done.”
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Arta and Cultural Affairs and
the Public Benefit Corporation
kicked in additional monay.
(J)lhnr'monoy camo from private

The process was rather now for
Culver, whose i is in vi-
deo work,

The Bloomficld Hille realdent
produced a video documentary,
“Portrait of a Horse Woman," on
Pan Amcrican gold medalist
equeatrion rider Carol Grant.
She also recently completed a
training video, “Special Educa-
tion Outcome Guide,” for tho
h'dichlgun Dopartment of Educa-
tion. i
. ‘The tallest order for “Hefty’s"”
was getting monoey.

She wrote to five or six places
before the Michigan Council

‘Then there was the poat-pro-
duction work, which Included
finding the musie, editing, re-
mixing the audio and doing cor-
rections. She likened the project
to “weaving 100 threads of raw
pieces” together.

“There's more people involved
in the filmmaking process,” sald
Culver. *1 found it moro difficult
to keep my hands on &ll aspects

of the ilmmaking process.” . ..

More films in store
Nonetheless, Culver can’t wait
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to work on anather film. She and
Prusak sce “Hofty's” as the firat

1l from n & i
film community in the area,

They cite several of the talent-
ed people who worked on “Hef-
ty’s,” which includes Sam Raimi
{dircctor of the “Evil Dead" se-
ries and "“Darkman”) in an act-
ing role and North Farmington
graduate Mark Yasenchak as a
sound technician,

“There's a lot of industrial
(film and video) work being done
in this town,” said Culver, who Is
vice-president of the group De-
troit Area Film & Television,
“It's nice to see peaple shift thelir
sights and do. entertainment
pieces in the process.”

Entertainment was the inspi-
ratton for the film. Prusak got
the idea joking one day with Jer.
zy Jakaci, whom he worked with
at Focsl Point Studios.

They talked about the coney-
eating record at the restaurant
on Grand River and Beech Daly,
(At the time, the mark wos 18
conoys. The record is now 19).

Prusnk decided to take it a
step further and began filming.

*“f didn't think too much of the
money cnd of it said Prusak,
who is a former Farmington resi-
dent. “That's where I was edu-
cated.” .

Other projects
When moncy ran out, Prusak

Students to compete in
inaugural music festival

Some 84 students from the in-
strumental music program at
North Farmington High School
will participate in the “National
Events, Presidential Inaugural
Music Festival” that is being held
in Falls Church, Va., during inau-
gural week.

The music progrom is headed
by Carl Gippert. There will be 11
other schools from across the na-
tion competing at the festival.

The students will be competing
in four itlons at

compete with two or three of these

Washington, D.C., Jan. 15 and
will arrive home Jan. 21. Students

groups.

At the festival, the Sympt
Band will perform *Jamaican
Folk Song Fantasy” by John
Stout, “Sequoia” by Homer La-
Gassey, and “Washington Post
March” by John Phillip Sousa.

The Chamber Orchestra will
perform “Little Suite For
Strings” by Carl Nielson, “Folk
Royal Dances” by Eric Ewazen,
and “Brandenburg Concerto” by
4.8, Bach,

P ble will

the festival, They are the Sym-
phony Band, Chamber Orchestea,

Percussion Ensemble, and Fleg

Corps. Many of the students will

¢ P b
perform  “Ku-Ka-Ilimoku” by
Rouse, “String Quart Preato” by
Haydn, and "La Negra” by Cahn.
The students will leave for

will be d by Gippert
and a number of paront chaper-
ones.

During their atay the students
will also perform at the U.S, Sol-
dler and Airmen's Home. In addi-
tion to their performances, the
students will lay a wreath at Arl.
ington National Cemetery. .

The studenta will also tour The
White House, the Smithsonian
Muscums and many other histor-
ic sites. They will attend the pres.
idential inaugurnl thanks to the
efforts of U.S. Rep. Joseph Knol-
lenberg, who provided the group
with most of his ailotted tickets.

RECREATION NEWS

Each weok, the recroation divl-
slon of the Farmington Hills De-
partment of Special Seivices pre-
sents a synopsls of upcoming ac-
tivitles in this column. For further
Information regarding programs,
call the recreation office at 473-
9570. For city councii agenda
items, call the Newsline at 476-

3838,
& PRESCHOOL ACTIVITIES
A variety of activitics for pres.
choolers ages 1-% to 6 are being
offered at the new Day Camp Bui-
dling in Herltage Park. The activ-
jtles range from dance, art, and
musie to tumbling, cooking and
day camps, All activities will be-
gin the week of Jan, 18, Refor to
the recently distributed program
brochure or contact our office at.
473-9570 for Information.
W CHILI GOLF OPEN
1f you love golf, you'll love this
évent. A nine-holo golf tourna-
ment will be Saturday, Jan. 30, at
the San Marino Golf Course. A
shotgun starting format will be
sed beginning ot 10 a.m. After
éompleting your round of play,
you can eat & hot dog and bowl of
chili to warm you up, Feo s $16
Sor person with a registration
deadline of Jan. 25, Awards based
on regiatration.

H YOUTH BOWLING

Your child can participate in a
learn-to-bowl program for grades
3-5 at Bel-Aire Lanes l'oJr l'm'.\r

p.m. on Friday, Feb, 12, or Satur-
day, Fob, 13, at the Mercy Center.
This fun-filled evening includes
dancing, refreshments, corsage for
daughter(s), b iere for dad

Tuesday
Jan, 19 4-5:30 p.m. or a bumper
bowling program for children ages
4.7 for 10 wecks on cithera
Thursday, Friday or Saturday,
Tho learn-to-bow) program will
concentrato on developing the
correct approach, delivery and
lane courtesy. The bumper bowl-
ing activity will help develop
strength, coordination, interac.
tion and fun. There are three
bowlers per team, and one adult
for supervision ia required. For
further Information, call the rec-
reation office at 473.9570,

@ EUCHRE TOUI

Get your partner and registor for
tho cuchre tournament at the
Heritage Park Day Camp Build.
ing 7-10 p.m. Friday, Jan. 29, You
will play 2 “round robin” format
that will atlow you to play the en-
tire evening. Awards will be based
on the number of tenma that reg.
ister. Refreshments provided.
Pro-registration required by Jan.
26, $10 per toam.

H DADDY-DAUGHTER DANCE

A momorable evening is awaiting
dad and his daughter from 7-8:30

4 \

and a plcture of the couple. Pre-
registration is required as space is
limited. Fea is $15 per couple and
$7.60 por additional daughter.

M LECTURE SERIES

Attend one or all four of the lec-
tures that will aid you when jour-
neying into the legal world. Ms.
Majorie Nanian Mergerian, attor-
ney-at-law, will lead you through *
cach topic using layman's terms.
Tho seriea will be Wednesday,

Jan, 20 — selecting a lawyer;
Wednesday, Jan, 27 — amall
claims court; Wednesday, Feb. 3

— peeparing for the future; and
Wednesday, Feb. 10 — landlord,
tennnt. All lectures are from 7-9
p.m. at the Heritago Park Day
Camp Bullding. Fee is $10 per
Yocture or $30 for all four.

@ PARKEY SERIES .
Children ages 4.9 can join Parkey |
tho Panda to celebrate Valen-
tino's Day on Saturday, Feb. 6
from 10-11:30 a.m, The day's ac-
tivitiea will Include an art project,
games, snack and a visit by Par-
key. Pre-regiatration feo of $7 per
child required. N

John Prusak and Margaret Culver stand before the Redford Township restaurant that played a big role in the film they produced.

concentrated on other projects.
He filmed one-third of the foot-
?xe'h!"tho cult hit “Roger & Me,"”

SHARON LEMIEUX/STAPY PHOTOGRAPIIER

“This has o character to it,”
said Prusak, who teaches film
and media at William D. Ford|
Vocational Center in Westland.

scene
with Bob Eubanks telling off-
color jokes.

Prusak also completed “Suite
Harry” in 1987 that centers on
an cellist who is an alcoholic and
tries out for the symphony in De-
troit. The film won a Cine Gold
Eagle.

He also did a documentary,
“Walk this Way,” on Novi resi-
dent Ron Bachman who lost his
legs as a child.

Like Culver, Prusak said
there's something special about
films indigenous to the region.

50-6

Now is the Time to Save at Talbots Kids
at Somerset Collection
Hurry in to Talbots Kids for even greater savings
on fall and winter clothing in boys’ sizes 4-12

Intermodiate markdowns may have been taken

Playtime, partytime, anytime clothes for boys and girls.

TALBOTS KIDS, Somerast Collection {adjocent to Talbot),
Blg Beavar Road ot Coolidge Highway, Troy. Tel, 649.9310 - . .

our original prices

and girls’ sizes 4-14.
Quantities are limited.

“These are real people, This la a
real place. |

“Mnybe someday I'll make a
film in Peoria and see if it plays
in Farmington.”

“Hefty's".will be shown 7 p.m.|”
Saturday, Jan. 16, at the Redford)

Theatre, Grand River Avenue,

Detroit. Tickets are $25, which
includes the reception. Proceeds
benefit - Children’s -Hospital- -of!|
Michigan and Detroit Area Film
& Television. For information;]
call §57.3133. M
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