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qﬁlt.a- an-audionce . (for chamber
misic) following his own exclte.

mént.” .

Ppwer of muslc

Konikow's warm, friendly man-
n& cnhances_ his exuberance
alout the arts and what they can

» ddTor people.

“‘As you go along In music you
bécome a little more sophisticat-
ed," ho sald.

““When you listen to rauslc, the
more fomiliar you are (with a
work) the better chance you have
ui"rcully understand it and enjoy
it

'TA live performance, especially

with tho intimacy of a chamber
group, ndds the sudience to tho
musicians, A trio or quartet is re-
ally o trio or quartet plus one: the
audience, Kontkow said.

»“That live performance sets up
such a . . . relationship between
your ear and your heart with the
musiclans.”

Artistic action

!Konikow is tho second presi-
dént in the Chamber Muslc Soci-
cty's 40-year history. When he be-
came president in 1966, “I
immersed myself in it 100 per-
cont.” He was engor to learn all he
could, as when he asked a friend
to help him understand Bartok's
music.

“An Impressario has his hand
in many pocketa.”

Konikow may be found in any
and every aspect of the chamber
sogiety, including planning a sea-
s¢n of balanced programs, meet-
ing artists and getting pianos
tuned. . !

“There's po fooling around —
ofcept when T come to (rehears-
alg)”

-Qkun told about how Konikow
introduced n performance by the
Caolorado Quartet a fow years ago.
Becauge of bnd weather, the four
women's luggage didn’t arrive and

.casunl shitts.

thoy had to play In their jeans and

“Tiny camo on stage, pulled up
a chalr, ‘'sat back, took 'off his
shoes and sald; ‘We're golng to bo
o littlo bit more informal,’ "’ Okun
said,

‘When flutiset Jean-Pierro Ram-
pal came to town to play with the

DSO, Konikow took him to Or- .

chestra Hall. Rampal clapped his
hands to test the acoustics in tho
empty hall and was pleased, but
then played the flute at Konl-
kow's Insistence. The musician
was 80 onraptured with the hall
— as mony artlsts are — that he
told Konikow, “I'd bo happy to
play for you.” In response, Koni-
kow pulled a contract from his
pocket.

Upbeat message

Schoolchildren and disabled
adults are often brought to the
chamber concerts, Some artists
talk to youngsters after the per-
formance, to “break down'the bar-
rier of the stage,” Konikow said.

“Qur goal really is to introduce
chamber music to more and more
people. .

“] aleo try whenever possible to
introduce new contemporary, a
new (type) of musie.”

Konikow is rhapsodic about Or-
chestra Hall (“the best of any-
where) and the all-volunteer
CMSD.

“I'm very optimistic about the
Chamber Musle Society because
of the organizing ebility of the
board chairman (Lois Beznos)
and the volunteers and the people
on our bonrd now, They put in a
lot of time.”

Making friends
Konikow has made many
friends through his chamber soci-
ety work, including such greats as
Isaac Stern and Itzhak Petlman.
“I love people. When (musi-
ciane) come in . . . we meet them

7

with open arma at the alrport. . .
wo meot thelr needs.”

Konikow firat mot famed cellist
Yo-Yo Ma when the musiclen was
“just a youngster and just start-
ingout. .

“He and I got to be . . . good
friends. We're llke blood broth-
ora."”

When pianist Alicla deLarro-
cha waa in the area, Kontkow was
called at his dontal office and told
she wanted to rehearse. He was
busy with patients, so his wife
took doLarrocha to a friend's
house to practice, When he came
home, the pianist was sitting
there. |

To her greeting, “*You must be
Dr. Konikow,” he replicd, “Let'’s
cut out all the formal stuff.” After
some thought, he declared he
would call her “Donya,” which
mede her laugh because it means
“the lady of the house.”

Right before deLarrocha went
on stage, Konikow gave her a bear
hug and said, “Give 'em hell, Do-
nya,"

“She walked out on stage witha
smile on her face.”

‘When Kontkow praised a musi-
clan's performance, the artlst re.
plied, “I was playing it for you. It
hod to be good.”

Musical background

At the arts awards In Detroit, a
boby photo of Konikow was
shown and he joked that his love
of muaic began at that time. His
birth in February 1924 came as
his parents were about to attend a

Historical society to meet

The Oakland County Historical
Socicty will host its 119th annual
meeting at 1 p.m, Wednesday,
Jan. 20, at the Oakland Avenue
Evangelical Presbyterien Church
in Pontiac.

The church is at 404 Oakland
Ave., dircctly ncross the street

o Exhibit rnpeen

 Guild

Caruso concert at Orchestra Hall. - * foom, with
“I had a great family ’prrlng- nx_lfl‘rugs.

of Ro-

Tho '} (
was )organlzcd In 1047 byufnver:r

ing — warm, with musl c."

Music was [mportant to the
family, Konikow's parents played
old records of Toscanini and op-
ora stara and took tho children to
concerts, nnd Konikow’s father
sang operas to them. After his pl-
ano lessons, Konikow would be
taken to a brown bag lunch at the
Dotroit Institute of Arta,

Konikow's older brother carned

chester, ono of the jurors for tho
show, made o small flber map of
Oceana County called “Tho
Promised Land.” .

“1 think it'a very intimate,”
Windoknecht said of tho att of
weaving. R

Tho guild tries to have a show
evory other year, said the award-
winning weaver, Instructor and
author. Technical lon is

rom
Michigan, It hes expanded to
more - than 80 mombers ' from
Michigan and Ontarlo, includin
virtually all of the fiber arta
Mombers porticipate in shows,
study groupe and community {

Tho gulld will make and donate ’
freoform baskets for a hospice
care fund-raiser in April,

the first dactor of musicology and
bachelor of music degrees givon in
the music department at Wayno
State University,

Love of the arts is atrong in Ko-
nikow's curront family. His wife,
Lenore {Lindy), hes been a volun-
teer docent at the DIA for 30
years, Daughter Lisn {s manoger
of the Xochipilli Gallery. Another
doughter, Kim, will bo executive
director of the Minncsota Dance
Allfanco group beginning in Feb-
ruary.

*As a dentlst, Kontkow has
worked with disabled patients, He -
is post ident of the Acad of floor sample
of Dentistry for the Handicapped, clearance items from the show-
and an active member of the cleR rooms of the Michigan Design
palate tenm at Sinal Hospital. Center in Troy will be on sale to

“After you live in o community, the publlc 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. Satur-
if you're ablo to you have to give day, Jan. 16, and noon to & p.m.
somsthing back. Sunday, Jan. 17,

“I'm a pretty lucky mon. I'min  Consumers will find savings of
a vocation that I love. I also have &0 to 70 percent and more off
my avocation that I love. I also ghowroom list prices, MDC is at
have a dear, dear fomily, the lave 1700 Stutz, north off Maplo be-
is veciprocated.” tween Crooks and Coolidge. Call

Muic ts important to Konikow 649-4770.
every day. The admission charge is $3,
with o portion of the procceds
going to benefit the Coalition On
Temporary Shelter. COTS is the
largeat shelter for homcless men,
women nncd OcThgdrcn il& I:/ilicl)llhl;'nn.

The meeting will feature the In 1991, provided- shelter,
clection of officers, the president’s food and clothing services to 5,675
address, and the distribution of people.
the 1992 annunl report to the

ono of the things jurora look for in
selecting plecea.

Other jurors for the exhibit
wore Juno Grossbart, weaver and
retired art and art history profes-
sor ot Waoyne Stats Unlversity;
and Jean Brudzinski of Roches.
ter, an award-winning artist who
hae weavings In private and cor-
porate collections nationally and
Internationally.

Bundrad

from the historical society’s head-
quarters.

Design center selling samples

A weavers workeshop ‘will tako
place 8 a.m. to 4 p.m. March 24-27
at the BBAA. Tho workshop will
be conducted by internationally
recognized fiber artist Virginla
Davis, and will deal with contem-
porary ikat and other mothods of
dyoing warp and weft. Call the
BBAA for more information.

Hours are 9:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.
Monday-Saturday. Call 644.0866.

MDC, the resource marketplace
for the interior design professlon,
houses 40 showrooma offering the
finest finterior furnishings from

. the top names in the business,

Normally open to the trade only,
MDC will consolidate nll
clearance items into four shop-
ping arens that will ba open to the
public for thie epecial sale. Show-
rooms will be closed, but lighted
for window viewing.

All merchandiso will be sold as
is, and all sales sre final. Pay-
ment must be made by cash or
check only. There will be no
charge for toke-with items; other
dolivery arrangements must be
made with the showrooms at the
consumer's exponse. Delivery
must be accepted within 10 days.

Board of Dircctors. Light refresh-
ments will be served.

Home

4 Selling Workshop

y Adult

: Sponsored by your local
b - "
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