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ingly couploa acrylics and words

human relationships.

Ten of her large canvases,
filled with food for thought, are
on exhibit through Jan. 28 in
tho lobby.of leonln City Hall,
g‘;ﬁmlngton Raad and Five

Somotimes brilliant and at
other timea brooding, Cassani’s
flat planes of color combine with
geometric and organic shapes to
kindlo the lmnginutlnn in astylo
she refors to s “palnted diary.

* “They're vory personal, like
pages out of my dlary,” Cassani
said i an interview at hor Livo-
nia home. “They’re mainly rela-
tionships with people. Thero's a
figure in moat of my work bes
causo 1liko peoplo.”

“Lady Writing a Letter” tells

A a(akytelier by nature, Mar- '
. garetd-Erminia Cassani cunn-

in paintings that focus on-

Pamted diary

Don't You Answor My Lottors?”
“All of those have a real pay.

.chological process to them,”

Cassani snid. “They'ro fomale-

oriented, the thinga that women
think about — universal:
themes.”

“Ingalata paradiso” (Paradiso
Salad) focuses on & acductivelry

race, the artlst probes soctetal
valugs in works of subtlo pro-
test.

“They're memories of growing
up [n Detroit. They've all part of
my experiences,” Cassani sald,

Cassani spent her first oight
years growing up in the Six
Milu~Woodward area of Detroit,

Ighbors reacheds out to

dressed woman aggr

fering a tomato to a lcsu~thnn-
enthusiastic man, The woman's
outstretched arm ~ sorves to
“Ping Pong” the viewer between
tho two.

Cassani invites us to study
the man and woman and specu-
Into about their relationship,
The symbolism of n man tossed
into the salad adds a senee of
playfulness and arcuses the cu-
riosity.

Color, space ond line influ-
enced by the Fuuv‘cis. Folk At
H and | A

the tale of & womnn's di

shades of distraught na sho sits
down to write a lotter to a love
interest gone away,

Through tho use of symbol-
_ism, Cassani mvon]n the subject
of the woman's thoughts by
painting a small red heart on
the empty chair sitting along-
side her. Dark underpainting
outlines and accentuates thn
pein In the unhuppy woman's
face. Cassani's palette is discon-
corting with grays and decp
violets bordering on black. Text
painted on the canvas literally
sereams the question, “Why

- tion, Casanni paints the lady in,

Scene painters like Grant Wood,
Hart Benton, Ben
Shahn and Edward Hopper,
along with the 1830s modernism
of Milton Avery, are reflected in
Cassant's work. There's also
historical roference to Fronch
Impressionists’ Matisse,
Toulouse Lautrec and Paul
Gauguin as well as Russlan sur-
realist Marc Chagall,

“Detroit Street Scone,” a trip.
tich by Caasani, was juried into
the “Our Town" show in Bir-
mingham Jast fall, From the
barrenncss of suburbin to a
friendship with a girl of another

; halp cnch othor, reached out to

touch each other's lives, Whon
her family moved to tho wilder-
neas of Livonia, Cassani found
the loneliness of barren land-
scape matched the chill of
human relationships.

Inatinct guides Cassani in the
cholce of pure, intonse colors,
She likes “using bright Fauve-
like combinations of color, and
at other ‘times dark, scomingly

ing Romantic comblna-
tions.

“I like dark colors but it de~
pends on what mood I'm In, It
depends on what I'm trying to
say. The ones that have an umo-
tional content seem to be das
Casaani sald. “I paint ovnry-
thing dark first, then add the
light colors. Itn almost 1iko
priming a car,”

The mejority of the highly
stylized paintings that incorpo-
rate written messages began as
rough drawings in & skotch pad,
Cassani snys she “can't just be-
gin with a blank canvas with no
direction, no idea sas to where,”
gho's going.

“When I started out painting

4Works tell of relationships

20 yaum ago, 1'had dreams of
eventually living as an artist in
Now York,” Cassanl satd,

“When I was atudying for my
BFA In painting and printmak-
ing, my instructors would say
my work was too literal, That
turned me off after I got out of
school. Now I'm going to do
whot I want. If nobody likes
that, that's OK."

Cassani earnod a bachelor of
fine arts ot Bastorn Michigan
University, She also holds a
master of arts degroo in mass
media from Wayne Stats Uni-
versity, where sho’a working on

a doctorate In mass media spo-
cin]lzlng in Jtaltan cinema. -

“Thoy’re almost primitive.
There are arcas of solid color
and sho uses words in the paint-
ing," seid Livonia arta commls-
sionor Ed Ferguson.

Cassani’s future plans, bo-
sides continuing to create now
pages in her painted diary, in-
clude resurrecting the 15th-con-
tury Itallan Ruunlnnnm art
form of “cassone,” which were
paintings on chests used as
wedding gifta, The term Is where
her family name comes from.
Future wotks also include func-
tional painting or decorative
pnintlng of tabletops and chairs,
just for fun.

“I hope to havo some king of
rapport with the viewor, for
thom to see that same quality,
have that same feeling,” Cas.
sani said,

Hours are 8:30 a.m. to 5 p.m.
Monday-Fridoy.

3-session winter art course features DIA tours

An introductory, threc-scasion
course in art, ranging lmm anch
and Gorman

offercd during the winter semester
nt the Cenwr for Creative Studies,

The :ou}eu, open to high school

students and adults, will take

fon with related tours  place 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. Jan, 27,

modern and African art, will bo

ut the Dotroit Institute of Arts,

and Feb, 10 and 24. Lunch at the

DIA is scheduled. Tuition for
each seaalon is $26.

Registration is now open. Call
872-3118, Ext. 471,

Detroit Focus board
elects its president

Adele R. Farabl' of Grosso
Polnte Shores has been elected
president of the Detroit Focus
Board of Directors, -

She idonts Lu-

o
i
Unlversity, and has tought at the
university lavel.

Her experionce includes a numi~y,
ber of private bquneu ventumaké_
including the d

"clllo Nawara and Lola Sonnen-

schien, whoso torma onded June
30 with the closo of the spring ox-
hibition scason.

“T am excited about contribut-
ing to the continued success of
thia vital organization,” Farabl
sald. “With 14 years history of ex-
hibitions, publications and other
activities, Dotroft Focus has
uniquely served the needs of our
community, .

*I look forward to working with

the board of dircctors, the mem-
bers of Dotroit Focus and the en-
tiro art community to accomplish
even greater things in tho times to
come.”

As preaident, Farabl brings a
wealth of knowledge to her posi-
tion, She holds a_master of finc
arts degreo from Eastern Michi-
gan University and a bachelor of
fine arta degreo from Wayne State

Class takes psychic look:

The city of Southficld’s Cultur-
al Arts Division will present a se-
ries, “Psychic Adventures,” on
threo consccutive Wednondaya.
beginning Jan. 20,

‘The meetings will take placo at
7:30 p.m. at the Burgh Art Site,
Civic Center Drive at Berg Road.
Reglstration is at the Parks and
Recreation BulldIng at the South-
field Civic Center, The fee for all
threo classes Is $35. Those who
aron't S ave

of
former Laitner Brush Co. bulld-
ing in Dotrolt into an artlst's stu-'-u
dio and living space.

Farabi 1s fomiliar with t)m
needs of artists and the bunlncufh :
of tho arts as a result of her teni’T"
ure os director of the Mlchlgun“":h
Chapter of Artists Equity. In ad<
ditfon, her years as & volunteer for' .
the arts have provided a bnck"""
ground In grants writing end fund™Y
ralsing. Farabi has also made nrt:,‘“
a part of her lifo through collec
ing.

A recently adopted atrategic,
plan has resulted in Detroit Focus,.
leaving Its Bricktown exhibitiong
space. During the transitional po
riod, mesungos can be loft by cal
ing 882-1624, Corrcapondencog
may bo directed to Detroit Focus,
P.O. Box 32823, Detroit 48232
0823,

ment purposcs only. For more lnum
formation, call 354-9528,

The firat meeting Is called “Anc.2
Evening with a Psychic." A pro<!
fesslonal rcader will demonstrate: o
her psychic ability, The nextone
gotherings are “An Evening of’
Palmlstry and Astmlogy" and:
“The Pendulum Swings.”

For thoso wishing to sample__
this adventure with only one visit, ™
a npcciul one-time session, “Pay-
chic for the Lay-

an additlonol $10 fee.
These programs are intended
for demonstration and entertain-

Festival applicants sought

The Rochester Arta Commis.
sion sceks applications from art-
fsts interested in exhibiting fine
nrta or fine crafta at tho juried Art
'n Apples Featlvnl. Sept. 11-12,

man,” is scheduled for Wednes—ce
doy, Fob. 10. Cost for thia ond™
class is $16,

nyet?

Slide deadline is March 16, Ap=™
plication fee is $156 per category.
For an npplicntlnn form, acnrl [~

Art n Apples Festival, 407
4

1993, in
Park.

Pl 8307, or call
651-741501' 6514110,
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Go for it and good luck!

s

ene that has everything you dream about? Enough room for the
new arrival. Or a great school system that gives the kids an
opportunity to grow and learn? Maybe you're a golfer and want a
place that near the links but not too far from town. If you're a nature
lover, you'll want something that's tucked away in the hills with a little
stream and enough room for a garden.
Whatever you're looking for, we think you'll find it right in the
newspaper you're reading. If you've caught up on all the hometown
news, check the listings in our Creative Living Real Estate section. Of
course we'll understand if you can't wait and want to check for that
perfect place right now.
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