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Deadly fire: Tony Mendes, who
died in a suspicious fire in his

Farmington Hills home Jan. 9, is
remembered by a friend./3A

Dressing down: County employees
Friday paid into the “Jeans Jar”
“for an opportunity to dress in ca-
sual clothing — for a worthy
cause./10A *

Clouds on the horizon: The old
saying is that l{ gou live in Michi-
gan and don’t like the weather,
wait 10 minutes and it will .
change. That could be just what
local forecasters are counting on.
See Philip Sherman’s point of

view./8A

" Young retires: Jerry Young has
retired after 27 years of coaching
the Farmington High cross coun-
try and track teams./1C

Chinese New Year: Rise and
shine, celebrate the year of the
rogster. If you slept past midnight
New Year’s Eve, here’s your sec-
ond chance to celebrate the new
year. Eat.out, and join the party,
or make some Chinese dishes at
home./1B

Local access: “Viewpoint” will be
presented on Channel 12. Check
%our cable guide for time and

ate.
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incidents. -

By Lanny O'CONNOR
Srare WuiteR .

Some paronts are criticizing the
way student fights are handled In
Farmington Publlc Schools. -

highly-publicized incident ot Farm-
ington High Dec. 8 in which a studen!
was | lized after being p d

Complaints have surfaced sinco a -
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Parents rap handling

Some pm"envts'whose children were llivo‘lve.d in fights N
in Farmington public schools are saying they are un- -
happy with the way school officials have handled the

by another atudent.

The injured boy's mother, Joanne
LaFleur, has been outspoken in the
school’s handling of the incident and
is expected to Glo a lawsuit.

“T was not upset with the child who
did the deed, but how the school has
dealt with it,” said Carol Rott, who
sald her son sustained a broken nose

two years ago in an incident ot Wood
Creck Elementary School, .

According to Rott, her son ‘was
punched by another pupll on the
school’'s playground. Rott sald she
never received a phone call and didn’t
discaver the oxtent of her son's injury
_until 48 hours lator.

Settled out of court

Rott filed a lawsuit ngalnst tho
family of the child and the Farming.:
ton Education Board in Oakland
County Clrcult Court.

She said she settled out of court

By BiLL COUTANT:
‘BYAV? WRIYER .,

" Jerry” Plerfederlci, o

nels, hogaid,.

" ellito dish, ;"

found anothor. reai

armingtan; has ;
801 to add a-sat- |

with the family. Tho suit againat the’
schools was dismissed duo to govern-”
mental Immunity, according to her:
attorney.” . -

Rott maintalns the principal saw-
the incident, separated the two and:
took them into tho office. She lec-;
tured them and cleaned tho blood
from Rott's son. .

Rott sald she didn't notice the bro-
ken noso until ahe saw tho discolora.
tion around her son's oyes. .

“She never cglled me,"” said Rott,

Sce FIGHTS, 5A

School
tax wins.
backer

BY LARRY O’CONNOR
BTAFF WRITER

The Farmington School Diatrict's
millage renewal information meeting
is Tuesday evoning.

One taxpoyer's question has al-
ready been answered, though.

Patrick Anderson, an economist
who works for Richard Headlee's Al-
exander Hamilton Life In Farmington -
Hills, expreased support for the three-

] RENEWAL

year consolidated renewal request
Feb. 2,
Anderson, a Farmington resident,

. is considered knowledgeable on the

Headlee Amendment and its effect on
school financing. .
.. The millage.reacwal asks voters to ..
renew 12,0834 mills worth $31.1 mil-
lion of the operating school budget.
Anderson’s approval came in a let-*
ter addressed to school board presi-
dent R, Jack Inch, He previously ex-
pressed concern that a combined re-
newal would be immune to future
Headlee Amendment rollbacks thia
yearand in 1994,
incton's A

tebant S

P
tendent of Finance Bruce Barrett
cleared up the matter.

“Inatead

it
“gouch potsto,” decided to: mnku'}_, ;
nel,

:  the most of his:TV watching tizic
- by Installing a satellite dish at bis

 you get four,” he said.: ““That"
¢ for the other movie channels as

‘of Just ono HBO chan

real a;;om jt;n'kh:,"

Barrett wrote to Anderson, pointing
out the 1931 Amendment to the Gen-
eral Property Tax Act requires those

.- Hoynes Street home In Farmingte!

work who had one (dish),
decided to give it a try,” said Pie

’. Master

“Cable was; i

federici,”'who .drives; a_truck: for
ater . Automatlc.’ of 'Redford.

 {lix'cost) evory six morithis or year,
.7 -At the time.he bought his ni
- dish, Pierfédericl was paying abou

- channels,, 'Including
- Cinemasx, the’ Mavie Chan

.'$68 o month: for a varioty of-cable”
HBO

any. ! d
Tey)nr, oyyner:of NuJmeg.

O
cost if you watch o lot of tolevisiol
The Initial  cost: is offeet by.lower’
tes and & much wider selection’of -
aninols. There-are forc than 200.°
flable now ‘and more:

BY BiLL COUTANT
STAFF WRITER N
District Judge Matla Parker sald
she really hadn't rehearsed her swear-
ing-in ceremony, but she camo
through before a full house of family,
friends, supporters and VIPs.
Parker, who defcated Jack
McDonald for the scat of retiring 47th
District Judge  Margaret Schaeffer,
handled the pressure of her rite of
passage before moro than 260 people

JUDGE

Farmington Hiile City Council cham-
bers on & Wednesday efternoon when
bad weather hed forced schools and
some businesses to close.

“I've geen other judges take the
oath," said Parker, a 87-ycor-old
Wayne Stato Univeraity Law School
graduate, “Hopefully, 1'll get it right.”

+That she did.

Parker inauguration draws crowd

yous and remembrances of her late
father, Parker was in joyful control of
a crowd that delighted in all the cere-

monies of induction into judgeship as . .

if it was at a school pep rally.

Parker, who practiced law “and
scrved o8 o magistrate before becom-
ing judge, gave special thanks to her
mother, Arlene, also an attorney.
Marla Parker had recommended her
mother to the bar.

rollbacka. The 12.0834 mills request-

_.ed to bo renew already reflect Headleo

Amendment rollbacks.

“That satisfies me on that one
point,” sald Anderson, who said in
his letter he and Headlee will voto for
the renewal. “ ... I'm satisfied
there's no hidden tax.”

Barrett welcomed the support. “His
endorsement on the renewal will carry
a lot of weight in the community,”
Barrett sald.

The purpose of Tucsday’s open
meeting, which begins at 7:30 p.m. at

Sca TAX, BA

merce I8 asking, *10S NE1?" .

The chamber’s Saturday, Jan. 23, mixer will be
a tennis outing from 6-10 p.m. at the Farmington
Tennis Club, 22777 Farmington Road. Matches
will be arranged for cxporienced players, and proa |
will be availablo to help thoss who have nover held
aocket. e :

A representative of the Spaulding sporting
goeds commpany will be on hand to clock serves and
provide door prizes. -, X

There will also bo a buffot featuring chill as well
a8 other food and wine from local businesses.

 Cost is $26 per pergon and $40 per couple. Call.

as possible.
Some wise investments

Rick Bloom, a well-known radio talk show host
and investment counsolor, will kick off the winter
investment series at 7:30 p.m. Tuesday, Jan, 26, at
the Formington Hills Branch Library on 12 Mile
Road between Orchard Lakoe and Farmi

— including 20 other judges — inthe  Excopt for hor emotional thank-\ Sco INAUGURATION, 3A  Marla Parker
S —— S—— R -
Mixer with a twist F ARMIN TON FOCU Memory Lane
l(;.'a off lw}llt'}'ththonu l;uaineua nul‘;-n ML v;(lnxéggu . G—_ S wl-‘x;m tho‘dJnn. 15, 1953, edition of the Farming-
and on wit! e tennis shorts and Reeboks. Tho n Enterprise:
Farmt Boaeml Hills Chamber of Com- tho chamber at 476-3246 for rescrvations as soon | | g ayne Dryden scored 20 points to pace Farm-

ington High's 54-34 prop basketball victory over
Waterford, - ° co. '

B Roy Miller announced his resignation from the
Farmington City Council. Robert Lindbert was
appointed by council to serve tho rest of Miller's

term. .
H Tho Farmington City Council voted to ostablish
-a plannt i ) .

roads, | - . V.
Rloom will speak on Investing in no-load funds.

A question-and-answer period will follow his b:lok. .,
a .

l'l‘a'z Farmington Observer, 21898 Farmington Road,

Ttems for Fa‘rmingtbrlrFocu; may be‘mallved to

Thero is no charge, but p:
call 653-0300 for reservations.

48336, or'dropped off at the newspaper
office. - R . .
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