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newem _ Opaque keeps strings

ARADISK VALLEY JAZZ JAM SESSION
AMn !. 5756 Coss, Dotroit.

Iﬂ IAL 1$SUE
H W"JI DADA at 8lind Pig, 208 First St., Ann
gmemnu @ pep)

Tuesday, Jon. 19

ANDREW CALHOUN & KAT EGGLESTON
The Ark, l6‘:'!7&‘1 S. Mala St,, Ann

MARY MCGUIRE & MYK RISE

Mr. B's Farm, 24555 Novi Road, Novi.
{acoustic rock}

J349-7038

Clﬂvllil. BROS. FEATURING THORNETTA

And Bluos Jnm Sesslon at Alvin's, 5756
* Cass, Dotrol

832.2358.

DAN'S BICEQD

Bllnd Plg. 205 208 S. First St., Ann Arbor,

Wednosday, Jan. 20

OPEN STAQE NIGHT
The Ark, 63744 Maln St., Ann Arbor.
761-1451

REDC

Rick’s American Cale, 611 Church, Ann
Arbor, gocls rock)

596-2747

STONEHEAD
Grifr's Gdll, 49 N. Soginaw, Pontlac.
334.9292

EXITZERO
Blind ng 206-208 S. First St., Ann Arbor.
996-8555.

Thursday, Jan. 2t~

DEADBEAT 8OCIETY-

The Ark, 637% S, Main St., Ann Arbor.
?Iocmss) .
MISSED IR DIARY

With Volunteer at Giff's Grll, 43 N. Sagi-
nw, Pontlac. (sitemative)

334.92! 92

DEPARTMENT 10

Wi Dend Professor and Black Dog at
Paycheek's Lounge, 2932 Canift, Ham-
tramek.

874.0909

THEMIND

3.0, 1815 N. Main, Royal Ozk. (altema-

tiva rock)
9-3344,

JOHN D. LAMS
Gotham City Cafo, 22848 Woodword,
Ferndale. (acoustich

398-7430

MYK RISE AXD MARY MCGUIRE

Hoep's in Aubum Hills. {ocoustic mck)
3734, 7

C.Y. BUT!

with Dun Kuczek ot Anin's, 5756 Coss,

VUDU RIPPIES.
with Beyond Zero ot Blind Pig, 206.208
S Flrslgl Ann Arbor. (oltemative rock)

m: lNl:un
Ollsllgm Guh. Wynndulle, (rock)
Friday, Jan, 22

BLUE NATION
With Painted Glass ot The Ritz, 10V and

By CumanA Fuoco
BTAFF WRITE

Leather-j b

[ ] 'l'he Opaque honed its live skills at many
low-profile Detrolt-aren shows. Six
months later, it played the first of four
Club X shows, cementing its future in the
local music scene.

plckup mounted on his great-
grandfather’s 150~ynur-u]d violin.

ket clad
Jim Flym: no longer hos to worry
about being called names like
“pansy violintat.”

As a part of The Opaque, the
much sought-after musician and
hle cohorts are quickly being rec-
ognized as Detroit's top up and
coming band. That is, at least to
some.

“There’s the occasional nay-
sayers who we quickly eliminate,”
said Flynn with a laugh,

“Sometimes we rub peoplo tho
wrong way for what we’re doing
. .. I'vo beon called every name
(in) the book playing my instru-
ment. Now I con get in their faco
and give it to them,” he added,

Lead singer Dirk Schwarzhoff
jokingly cxplained Flynn’s frus-
trations further.

“Jim no longer feels the need to
take steroids.”

Flynn's playing

It's Flynn’s violin playing that
raised The Opaque’s status with-
in the loeal music scene.
Throughout 1891 and 1992, the
Dearborn  resident spent time
doing guest stints with bands like
Rhythm Corps, Red C and
Hope Orchestra — all with the in-
tention of aiding The Opaque.

“I wanted us to be able to get
into the market not from the out-
side because that would have
been too difficult,” Flynn ox-
ploined.

This year, he plans on commit- .

ting himself to The Opaque.

“I've had the pleasure of play-
ing with other local and national
acta, I've stopped doing that.
‘There were reasons for that when
Ididit.”

In the beginning, Schwarzhoff
was gigging through Europe with
the band Shock Therapy on its
tour with Primus. Bassist/lyricist
Mark Jordan Ristich and future

Scott  Spell were

oy those talents,
along with Spellman on drums,
into The Opaque,

In carly 1992, the group decided
to hone its live skills by playing
many low-profile Detroit-arca
shows. Six months later, The
Opaque played its first of four
Club X shows at the State The-
atre. From an outslder’s point of
view, it scems as {f The Opaque
debuted at Club X. Schwarzhoff
said that was the plan.

“It took n year of scheming to
do that,” the Dearborn resident
sald with a grin, "It wasn't that

-easy. We packed a lot of shows

into the first few months.”

The group now is p]nnnlng to
release its firat tape “Wishlist” in
about a month. The three-song
release captures The Opaque's al-
ternative rock sound elegantly
laced with Flynn's aggressive vio-
lin playing, and Ristich’s intelli-
gent Jyrics.

I try fo work in something of a
nnrml(vo s0 that you can get char-
acters that will say things some-
times you'ro afraid to say,” said
Ristich about his lyrics.

That, the Royal Oak resident
eaid, lends honeaty in The
Opaque's work.

“I think when you do that for
one thing you get honesty for the
way you look at life. It can provide
the person listening to it with
something they can grab onto ex-
cept for someone mulilng about
how terrible their life is.”

The version of ‘‘Wishlist”
available to the public may in-
clude a bonus track. The group's
work 18 also included on the
“Dream Catchers” and “Tremor"
compilation CDs.

On the band's lmrnedlate

“wishlist” is a record deel. Judg-
ing from the band’s 1992 success-
es it shouldn’t be out of reach,
The Opnquc, whu hns opened for

pursuing other projects, Upon
Schwarzhoff's arrival home,
Flynn, Ristich and Schwarzhoff
— all University of Michigan-
Deorborn students — and Spell-
man, of Orchard Lake, hooked up.

In(egmtedtnlenls
hoff and Flynn firat

Gmuol. Rosovilie,
78:81: 50

DAB
Iupe u:)onso Ef rty ot The Bums Room In
oll, 431 E. Congress, De-

QEI-MELT
ﬂf! RFD IUVB

S, Main St., Ann Arbor.
(;ﬂuomss swl 7]

THE BUSTER WILLIAMS TRIO -
with nlnnlsl Slepnun Scott and drummer
ird of Paradise, 207 S. Ash-
AnnAmor. Qazz}
662-8310

. THE2TTH CITY
With Touch Freak and Nativ Rage at Lil's,
30 Canlﬂ. Hamtramek, {altemative)
Fai RII
© With The Opaquu ot Giif's Grill, 49 N. Sa-
gnaw, Pontiac. {olitemalive}
3349292

:m’! QORNALL & THE BLUE COLLAR
g:ﬁluh. 29 S, Saginaw, Pontlac. (blues)
7411

BEVOND ZEBRA (TWIN-TONE ARTIST)

‘With Restroom Poots and SIUgbu nt Fln-

n?‘s Pub, 3965 Woodward Ave., i,

MOTHER SUP!RI

wnn Machine Gunn Kelly and Sty "g ot Poy-
eck's lounge, 2932 Canifi, Ham-

me .
574-0909

Goumm Clly Cnln. 22848 Woodward,
chamo pop}
FMR AND THE BEAD BAND
wnn Asscmb!y Roauln:d at mrna Pg,

5085 irst St., Ann Arbor,

MARC FALCONBERRY
1,05 Pub & Grub, 32611 Ford Road, Gor-

den Cﬂyé&bluosj

nmon BLUES BAND
Moby Dicks ,5452 Schaefor Road, Daar.

bom,

53'\?550

KENNY Ml

Attic llal. llGGT Jos. Campay, Ham-.

tramck (blues}.
3654194,

JOE HUNTER
Big Fis‘l\o,m'lolg 'l’,mm Center Orive, Deor-
bom, 100)

RiﬂvéJSO P N

L_:”z\‘;,seo IN CONCERT, 6B

- They're-

worked together in 1988 in the
band 2nd Order Thinking .The
band saw the emergence of
Schwarzhoff"s guitar and vocal
ahility, and then-lead singer
Flynn's electric violin, a custom

acts like
Echo and the Bunnymen; won the
Detroit Music Awards’ “Best Vi-
deo” prize for the video to the
song “Kiss Goes Corrupt.” The
quartet has also applied to play at
the prestigious South by South-
west muslc conference in Texas in
March. The band, who recently
played Chicago and Indianapolis,
is also plannlng an Ennt Coast
tour for spring.

Flynn realizes that fans remem-
ber the band mostly because of
him. He admittedly loves the nt-
tention, but loathes bands who

Well stringed: The Opaque — Jim Flynn (from left), Mark Jordan Rlstmh, Scott Spell-
man and Dirk Schwarzhoff (seated) — will play Griff’s Grill in Pontiac Fnday, Jan, 22,

uso him as o “Band-Aid."”

"lt‘s been tried with other
rack'n’ roll formats. It's simply a
Band-Aid. (In) this I'm doing my
thing and everybody else is doing
thelr part a8 opposed to a Band-
Aid application which 1 really
reaent belng used os,"

It's that equality that makes
this band in his career the most

worthy of attention, Flynn said,

“We've completely turned it
upside and try to moke sure we
sounded like no one in Detroit or
anyone else in the US.A" he
added.

The Opaque performs with For-

mosa Pop at Griff's Grill, 49 N.:

Saginaw, Pontiae. Call 334-9292

for more information. Other dates
include the sccond night of the
Mid-America  Music Conference
Friday, Feb. 5, at the Premicer
Nightclub, 33970 Van Dyke, Ster-
ling Heights. Call 264-7827 for
more information. Also Saturday,
Feb. 6 at Alvin’s, §766 Cass, De-
troit, during the Dream Catchers
benefit.

Daddy Stitch pins its future to ‘Fly South’

By CiRISTINA FUuoCO
STavy WRITER

The Sex Pistols may endorse
“Anarchy in the U.K.,” but Dad-
dy Stitch members find democra-
cy warks fine for them.

“It's (run) this country for a
couple hundred years, I guess it'il
work for us," said Jarrod Welny,
guitarist.

Apparently it has, Utilizing

Daddy
Stitch:
Daddy
Stitch is,

Apostolou,
and Jarrod
Wolny;
and, bot-
tom row,
Shawn
Grzyb and
Nick Fiori.

cently re-
leased the
tape “Fly
South.*

these democratic means, Daddy
Stitch has just relcased their first
tape, “Fly South.” Instead of one
or two members footing the bill
for it, the group chose an even-
keeled method, Daddy Stitch
funded the tape entircly with
money earned from 20-30 showsa.
The bard alternative rock band
will celebrate the release with a
performance on Friday, Jan. 22,in

the Bune Room in St. Andrew's
Hall in Detroit. The show will
bring Daddy Stitch a room closer
to accomplishing its immediate

goal,

“We're shootin' to play right
here on this stage,” said Wolny
dragging on a cigarette under the

dim light of the chilly, closed St. |

Andrew's Hall,
The business-minded group

doesn't expect to earn its money
back. Daddy Stitch intends on
selling only & limited number of
the tapes, Tho rest will be sent to
record componies with the hopes
of 1anding a record deal.

“The purpose of the tape is a
tool to gamer recognition, not to
make money,” cxplained the
group's burly lead singer Mike
Apostolou.

So far, Daddy Stitch has

‘recejved wide Detrolt-area expo-

sure by supporting national acts
like . Jesus Lizard. ~Apostolon
hopes the band can expand on its
opening act experience.

“We just want to play a good
show with a compatible national
band,” said Apostolou citing The
Pixics, Mudhoney and Dinosaur
Jr. as examples. “We're confident
of our musle and 1 think we're
ready to play on that level,”

So confident that Apostolou Is
hoplng to make Daddy Smch his

“1 unt speal( for. tho whalo’

band but I eat, -sleep, live and
breathe this, This is-what I want
to do. I don't want to go to school.
1 don't want to do nothing. I don’t
even want to work, I want to moke
it with this band,” explained
Apostalou who cites his mother
his “higgest influence.”

“We're not asking much,” eald
Walny with a laugh. . -

The majority of the group —
which also consists of bassist Da-
vid Binghom, drummer Shawn
Grzyb, and guitariat Nick Fiori —
are former members of Anti-So-
cinl Degenerates, After “five ycars
of getting nowhere,” according to
Bingham, the group broke up.
Shortly afterward, they formed
Daddy Stitch, a “hardcore” yet
melodic band, Grzyb said.

“They got a lot of hooks, they're
rough enough yet catchy enough,”
aaid Apostolou.

Through their songs and their
lyrics — which concentrate on
“dames and situations,” Aposto-
lou sald — they hope to move au-
diences.

“What other mediim i there
that can move you like musie?
Books are the only thing that can
compare to music,” says -Bing-
ham. “You can buy a feelingon a
tape."”

" Daddy Stitch holds a record re-
lease party Friday, Jen, 22, in the
Burna Room at St. Andrew's Hall,
‘431 E. Congress, Detroit, Call 961
MELT for more information. Up-
coming shows include Friday, Jan.
29, at The Ritz, 10% and Gratiot,
in Roseville, with Loudhouse (778-
6404) ond Saturday, Feb. 6,-at
Paychm:k 's Lounge, 2932 Caniff,
in Hamtramck, with Loose Slaolk
(874-0909),




