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“The Crying
Game” opens at
a camival, ap-
propriate enough
since it has.more
twists and tums
than a ‘Tilt-a-
Whirl. The latest
from Irish writ-
er/director Neil
r J;u-dnn docsl;:t

N always make the
: JOHN 4y06t" narrative
IMONAGHAN  onge (it's al-
most three movies in one), but it
Was supremely clever moments of
efnotion and free-wheceling style.
sThe acclaimed new picture,
which plays for a second weekend
af the Detroit Film Theatre,
opens with o black English sol-
dhier (Forest Whitaker) token hos-
tige by a group of IRA types who
tble up in a rundown country
hpuse, Unless one of their people
- .
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is released, the soldler will dlo.

Fergus {Stephen Rea) befriends
the soldier, Jody, during his as-
signed watch. As the hours drag
by, the men share cigarcttes, past
experiences and dreams until it
becomes painfully obvious that
the hitman will-have an unusual-
Iy hard time shootIng the doomed
saldier when the time comes.

Giving away much more would
be unfair to the movie, which has
2 much:publicized twist. Even if
sameone docs have loose lips and
given it away, there's cnough here
to hold your attentian,

One of these things is Rea’s
performance as the shaggy
Fergus, who walks’ through tho
film in o perpetual daze, battered
ahout by circumstance and other
people's desires and deception.
Sensitive, tough and thoroughly
unpredictable, he's easily taken
in by the rough charm of the sol-
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Saturday, Jan, 23

FIREHOUSE
Tho Ritz, 10% aond Gratiot, Rosevile.

{{
748-8150.
STRANGE BEDFELLOWS
1{40"!?-36, 2036 Woodward, Detrolt. {ol-
1ernative rock)
9‘51.5471
ROY BROOKS
Tie Ak, 637% S, Main St., Ann Arbor.
[notive Africon-Amercan music)
§1-1451
THE BUSTER WILLIAMS TRIO
With planist Stephen Scott and drummer
C30 Allen ot Bird of Paradise, 207 S, Ash-
Igy, Ann Arbor. {jazz)
662-8310

:‘20 NATURE
With Attection at Lii's, 2930 Caniff, Ham.
tramck, {melodic fock)

8756558

SKELETON CREW
Giiffs Gill, 49 N. Saginow, Pontiac.

check's Lounge, 2932 Caniff, Ham-
amek,
874.090%

THELOVE CLUB

Alternative musie dance nlght at Tho
Sheller, below St. Andrew's Holl, 431 E.
Conpross, Doteoit,

730-7478.

PARK THE XARMA

Gotham City Cafe, 22848 Woodward,
Ferndalo, {ocoustic pop)

398-7430

EARTH CIRCUS

With Sabse’s Edge ot Finney's Pub, 3965

‘Woodward, Dotroit.
831-8070.

TOP SOIL

The Gallery, 22759 Van Dyke, Waren.

75 7~6068

PIQFACE

Blind Pig, 206-208 S. First St., Aon Azbor,
(indystnal olt stars)

996.8555,

LONNIE 'BRDDK

(akoustic vock) ']
334-9292 Rick's Cafe, 611 Church St., Ann Arbar.
STEVEN OORNALL & YHE BLUE COLLAR  (blucs/rock}
BLUES BAKD 996:2747.
QClub, 29 S. Soginaw, Pontlac. (blucs) MARC FALCONBERRY
394-7411 J.J.'s Pub & Grub, 32611 Ford Road, Gar-
GRADY HAZY den Clty. (blues)
With The Sitait and World of Halo at Pay-  522.9450.
DINING & ENTERTAINMENT
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ALATRA YRAVEL SPLCIALISYS

ALASKA TRAVEL SPECIALIST

“Introduction to Crulses & Tours”
Jan. 7 and 13, 7:30 P.M.

ALASKA BOUND, LTD.

23908 N. Woodward at 1896
Ptoasant Ridge, M1 48089

RSVP 313.548-2420
1-800-ALASKA-7

dier, well-played by the beefly
A actor Whitaker
““Bird"). .
Miranda Richardson (“En-
chanted April") and Adrian Dun-
bar (“Hear My Song"} play fellow
IRA freedom fighters, She's the
cpitome of femme fatale, part

‘chameleon, part black widow, who

shows her attraction to each of
the film's male characters at one-
time or another. He's a textbook
IRA man — ruthless and
unwavering in his duty.

Written by Engllsh group Pet
Shop Boys, the spooky title song
is performed in one of its incanta-
tions by Boy George. Oh another
level, “The Crying Game™ means
¢motional manipulation, some.
thing that writer/director Nail
Jordan hes become o master of af-
ter seven films.

In his most' popular works,
“Mana Lisa” and "The Miracle,”
he createst characters who were al-
maat cliches from the outsct. Yet,
he has an amazing way of making
you emotionally involved cven
when  bizarre coincidence and
predictability shake your willing
suspension of disbeliof.

His movies are often so loose
that you might get the idea that
Jordan is making them up as he
goes along. Look closer and you
will find a director wha probably
works much closer to Hitchcock's
style of meticulously plotting
l‘ll;‘[h angle out before the cameras
rall.

‘The movic’s a dazzler visually,
bath polished and realistically
tow budget at the same time, The
opening shots at the carnival,
with the familiar ferris wheel and
gnmes of skill, are seedily ren-
dered. He used similar scaside
trappings to lend an almaost surre-

_al edgeto“The Miracte.”

While “The Crying Game"
might fall short of its averblown
reputation as a masterpicee, it
does offer o dose of freshness and
ingenuity rarely seen in commer-
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« Served in aur beawtiful
banguet kall.
+\We scat 400 gucsts for all occasions,
Perdect for your Holiday Pacty,

S ednesdery
DBegfee

Featuring:

+ llomemade Sou
* Salad Bar with Fresh Fruit
* 3 Homemade Pastas
« 1 Mcat Entree and Vegetable
* Assorted Pizzas
« Mamemade Hread & Garlic Rolls
« Desscrt Table

Scrved 4:30 - 8:30 pm.
Groups Welcome = Cocktails Avatlable

531-4960
Adulis  Under 10 Yean  Scniors
16 37 578
* We cater to all arcas.
7 Mile between Inkster & Middlebelt
Livonia

cial releasea. And from o quick
glance ot the movies opening in
tho next coupla of months, this is
the best new release we're going to

have for a long, long time.

If you have a comment, question
or suggestion, write to John
Monaghan, Street Scene, Observ-

1866, on a touch-tone phone.

éCifyng Gamé’ twists, turns through'a fascinating story

er & Eccentric Newspapers, 362517
Schaolcraft, Livonia 48150, or call 2
him at 953.-2047, mailbox numberZ:
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Seans of Bloomfield

GOING OUT OF BUSINESS

. Sportswear
Dresses & Accessories
Sizes 6 to 16

Everything
Must
Go!

CROSSWINDS MALL
4301 Orchard Lake Rd., West Bloomfield

*Previous Sales M-Sat.
j ? 9:30-5:30
Excluded 85 - 90 7 Thurs. Evoning
Uc, 1993 #1 til 8:00 p.m.

XK RN

Make a New Year's resolution to clean that

closet, attic, or basement, because now you can

sell your “collection” for the low rate of only %2.99 per line. {Minimum: 3 lines}

@bserver &

You have until January 30, 1993 to get the “goods” together and call us.
Who knows? You could collect enough cash to pay off your Holiday charge accounts!

Eecentric

CLASSIFIED ADVERTISING

644-1070 OAKLAND COUNTY  591-0900 WAYNE COUNTY 852-3222 ROCHESTER-ROCHESTER HILLS
Doadilnes: 5 p.m, Tussday for Thursday edition 5 p.m. Friday for Monday edition ,

*PRIVATE PARTY ADVERYISERS ONLY. DOES NOT INCLUDE REAL ESTATE SALES OR RENTALS.
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