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Schools: Flght pohcy is straight, clear

By Lanm' O'CDNh'Un

BravP W

Don Cuwnn sald the procedure
for desling with fights is straight~
forward in Farmington Publlc
Schools,

Fightlng is a category one viola-
tion of llm Codc of Conduct. Stu-
dents d are

H ‘Most of the time In a fight, you’re taliing
about a bloody nose, black eye or ared face. In
those casos, the parents are notifled as soon

as possible.’

Fnrminan High student was
aftor belng

by another student. Accordlng to

reports, the boy was given an lce

pack for his bleeding nose and

was picked up by his mother,

three to five days, depending on
the soverity, sald Cowan, the di-
rector of Building and Student
Services. Parents are notified of
the suspension.

A school administrator, usunlly
a principal or vice-principal, fills
out an incident/injury report. If
there is an injury, actlon is taken
immediatoly.

"Must of the time in a fight,

you're talking -about a bloody‘

nosc, black eyo or a red face,”
Cowan said. “In those cascs, the
parents are notified as soon as
possiblée.”

If the injury is severe, Cowan
said, 911 s called. But ho added:
“(The) staff has to moke some
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A Do" Cowrm He was later dingnosed with a
school cercbrat jon, a cracked jaw

- and two broken facial bones at
judgment as to the severity of tho Providenco Hospital.

injury.” Many admInistrators and
stoff have tralning in first aid,
Cowan satd.

Somo parents say a more com-
prehensive policy 18 needed on
fighting and poseible Injuries ro-
sulting from them.

Concarna have surfaced since a

Cowan said it's not practical to
call emergency help for every
fight, though. “If wo called the
EMS cvery time thero was a fight,
we would have a lot of unncces-
sary calle because not every fight
results in an injury sufficient to

call EMS.”

Cowan added he doesn't believe
fighting Is a major problem in tho
schools.

Further ﬂghu lead to o requent'

for an_ extended susponsion of
more than five days. A hearing
takes ‘place with Building and
Student Services director and the
parents as to the length of tho
suspension,

Cowan said there arc only sixto
cight extended suspensions a year
in the diatrict,

“It (fighting) goes in atreaks,”
he said. “Somctimes you have two
or three a week, Sometimes you
have none at all.”

who added sho had to ask that an
incident/injury report be filed.

‘Wood Creck principal Barbara
Novatis declined comment, citing
the lawsuit.

Rott is concerned. “I don't ex-
pect that these teachers can keep
kids from attacking other kids,”
Rott said. “That can happen, but
have a plan to seck help and ac-
tion immediately. Call 911, call a
parent, Give them an option.”

Another incident

Marllyn Abdilla expresses sim-
tlar dismay.

Her doughter, 17, was involved
in a fight with another girl in the
parking lot at Hnrriaon Hixh lun
June. Her

called and the older daughter was
arreated for treapassing. She later
pleaded guilty.

what she describes as a bump on
the head.

After the fight, which was bro-
ken up by other students, ehe
phoned her mother and went into
the principal’s office,

Her older sister went to pick
her up, ond cnded up arguing
with Harrison principal Clayton
Graham over the handling of the
incident, She was asked to leave
several times, but didn't.

Farmington Hills pollee were

.tion of her daughter.

Marilyn  Abdilla
soid she didn’t know the condi-
“He
(Graham) never called me back
after hanging up the phone,” Ab-
dilla snid.

The daughter left the school on
her own without having the injury
examined, She was later X-rayed
at a clinic where no serious injury
was found.

No suspensions resulted,
though a police report was filed,

Last weck, Abdilla decided she

Fight prevention training set for some

BYLARRY O'CONNOR
STAFF WRITER

Samo teachers wlll be in train-
ing to prevent fighta,

“Teaching Children to be
Peacemakers” will be taught to
teachers in the Farmington Pub-
1i¢ Schools during two sesslons in
February and April,

‘This is the first year for the
training, which is offered as part
of the district’s Staff Develop.
ment program.

‘The curriculum has been devel-
oped by two brothers, Drs, David

. and Robert Johnson, who are pro-
fessors at the University of Min-

nesota.

In the two-doy training sesslon,
porticipants learn how to teach
children to negotiate, manage an-
ger, mediato conflict involving
other students and to understand
an overall coneept of peace.

“1 felt there was a need for chil-
dren, in their minds, to under-
stand the concept of peace,” said
Marilyn Carlson, who works in
the district’s Curriculum depart-
ment and has taken the course,

“Teaching Children to be
Peacemakers” also falls in line
with state law, Public Act 62
passed in 1990 mendates the

state board develop guidelines for
districts in teaching dispute man-
agement and reaolution.

So far, 11 teachers have signed
up including two from Hillel Day
School. Most are ¢lementary and
middle achool instructors,

o high school teachers have
registered yet. The class size is 15,
and particlpants must have com-
pleted the Cooperative Leaming
training.

Carlson believes the training
will be a success in the long run.
“The goal would be for children to
use it on their own in an authen-
lic;omcx: of a conflict,” Carlson
said.
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wanted a copy of the accident/in-
cident report. She went with her
husband, Frank, to the board of
education.

The mother was told she would
need to sce Don Cowan, who is di-
rector of building and student ser-
vices, Cowan was busy, and they
were told to come back Monday.

Thoy decided to go to the high
school instead. They say Graham
was abrupt with her and her hus-
band, Frank.

“He told us, *You peaple are
very rude,’” Abdilla said. “You
people expect me to find a report
on the drop of a dime. In the
meantime, he's yelling at me.”

Graham denies being rude, The
principal added he was on his way
to a meeting when the Abdillas
arrived without an appointment
and spent nearly an hour trying to
find the report.

But Graham admits an inci-
dent report wasn't filed. Ho said
that was probably due to the con-
fusion involving her older sister.

“I think in hindsight, even
though school was ending, I prob-

ably should’ve called and seid to
them, ‘What was going on?'"
Graham said.

Graham sald school policy Is to
call the Farmington Hills police.
A report is then filed with the de-
partment.

Said Graham, “Wo've tofd the
students if there is o fight, we're
going to get the police involved.”

Farmington_Hills police detec-
tive Bert Cook confirmed thia.

“They're the quickest to call
us,” Cook said. “They run a tight
ship aver there."

Cowan, who handles discipline
matters on a district-wide bnsis,
said an incident report is usually
filed by on administrator if
there's a fight of any magnltude.

The Incident still upsets Abdil-
la. She sald her daughter has
since withdrawn from Herrison
and is tryifg 'f' enroll in the Al-

f to 1

her senior year.

“To me, it looks llke therc's ci-
ther a lot of cover up or onc hand
doesan't know what the other one
is doing,” Abdilla said.
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diatrict headquarters at '
Shiawassee and Farmington -
roads, In to. answer such:’
|- questions., - ..

Superintendent Mlchuel
Flanogan will moderate the’
sesslon, which will be cable-
cast live on Channel 10.:
Board members as’ well as
Flanagan and Barrett will
answer questions,

The League of Women
Voters' fonnn'. will be fol-
lowed. People at the meet-
ing aro asked to fill out com-
ment cards with their ques-
tions, Viewers can phone in
questions by calling 489-
3300.

So far, Barrett sold there
haven'’t been a lot of ques-
tions. “I don't think there's
a ton of confusion out
there,” Barrett said. “If this
was an increase inatead of 8
renewal, there would be a .
different story.”

The word “increase” will -
be on the ballot, according- |
to Barrett. That's only be- *
cause 4.3155 mills expired
in 1992, and is technically

gal requirement stipulates .
tho ballot language includes
the word in that one in-
stance.

Richard DoVnes. an un-
successful board candidate
who had questioned the mil-
lage, said he plans to attend
Tuesday’s meeting.

His primary concern, he
said, was if the 1991
Amendment to the General
Property Tax Act applied to
the rencwal, though that's
already been resolved.

But DeVries also ques-
tiona combining renewals,
Added DeVrics, “I think we
should maintain the option
to examine.school financing
on a year to year basis.”.—

an increase from zero. A le- |:
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BIRMINGHAM
400 E. Lincoln

Fri: 1Da.m,
DETROIT-NORTHWEST
WEIGHT WATCHERS CENTER
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DAK GROVE A.M.E, CHURCH
FELLOWSHIP HALL
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28558 Qrchard Lake Rd. .
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PONTIAC/WATERFORD
WEIGHT WATCHERS CENTER
Oakland Polnle
458 N, Telegraph Rd,
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HAMLIN SQUARE SHOPPING CENTER
1906 S. Ruchesiesr Nd

m.
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ROYAL DAK

WEIGHT WATCHERS CENTER
Northwood Shopping Center
(Woodward & 13 Mile Road)
3341 N. Woodward Ave,

Mon: 9:30a.m., 4 p.m.,

7p.m.
Tue: 3Dam 1zs|ipm05;mpmo 711m.
.m.$, 6 .

SDUYHFIEL
WEIGHT WATCHERS CENTER
LATHRUP LANDIRG
11 Mile & Evergreen
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Come to the Weight Watchers meeting nearest you.

NEW MEMBERS: PLEASE ARRIVE 30 MINITTES EARLY' FOR REGISTRATION AND WEIGILIN,

WEIGHT WATCHERS CENTER
ONE NORTHLARD PLAZA

One Northland Plaza #107

20755 Greenlield at Eight Mite
(Sea Detrolt Northwest)

TROY

WEIGHT WATCHERS CENTER
TROY COMMONS

815 E, Big Beaver

Mon: 7 p.m.

Tue: 7:15 a.m. @,

6:45 p. .
Thur: 9a.m., 7vm
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WESI‘ BLOOMFIELD

H
5300 W. Maple Rd. (al Middlebelt)
Tue; 8:302.m.
Fri:9:30am,

AV-WORK MEETINGS
Lose weight where you work.
Weight Walcherswill setup 3.

mesting for you and
your tellow employees.
Call tor turther Intormatica.
{313) 552-1050
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