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longing far springtime.

Densel of

| Nips of nature cure
winter’s discontent

.+ The winter landscape offers a peaceful stiliness.

o There's a certain magic in the beauty of a snowfall

.. and the glimmer of koo crystals on tree branches.
Though there are pleasures to be enjoyed outside
in the cold, crisp air, the warmth of the indoors
invites contemplation and perhaps a twinge of

To cheer a gray day,
bring a little nature
inside with a lifelike
bird that sings a lilt-
ing song, Touch and
motion activated, this
bluebird (810) can be

2 placed on a window
aill or tied to a plant branch where he will delight
with his chirping. Your cat will be fascinated!

“1 picked it up and just smiled,” said Erlca

} Her friend, Stephani

in your house every day.”

they can’t see you.

Botanical prints

with this purveyor of antique art.

($170-$220).

My studica ($126).
&7 <.

Van Gogh’s ‘Sunflowers’

I"H'lgl

=~table lamp ($698).

Cranbrook's environs.

Next week — the ritun! of tea.

* 1889 from your touchtone phone.

nash, agreed. “You can have the sounds of spring

The Breezy Singers, which inélude a humming-
bird and a goldfinch, are available at Natural
Wonders in Twelve Oaka Mall, Novi. If you pre-
fer the actual presence of your feathered friends,
conaider the MagicWindow bird feeder that suc-
tions to your window pane. You can sec them, but

Another interesting way to bring the outdoors in
is with the award-winning video, Earth Dance
($19.95). Stunning footage of the sea, the sky and
the fomsuhﬁlls the screen s contemporary music

1dos the d s hock 1

A reador called to share her discovery of a new
gallery in Birmingham called Barelay’s, 280 °
Merrill. She raved about the helpful ataff and the
“gorgeoua botanical prints” that her husband
bought her for Christmas. I was equally intrigued

The Paxton botanicals of which the caller spoke
are wonderful carly 19th century English prints,
hand-painted to depict various exotic specics

While you're browsing, don’t miss the Audubon
“Birda of America” prints and the delicate butter-

Let thoughts of
apring burgeon at the
DIA Museum Shop
in the Someraet Col-
lection. Among its
wealth of treasures is
this charming tale of a
| little girl's visit to
Claude Monet's gardens at Giverny, Sink intoa
chair with your little one and delight in “Linnen
in Monet's Garden.” The book includes photo-
graphs of the famous Impreasionist’s paintings
and Monet family snapshots ($11.95). Your child's
first art boak is made even more enchanting with
the addition of the Linnea rag doll ($13.95),
charmingly dressed in her gardening outfit.

For your winter's discontent
— a cheerful burat of color.
The Blossom Well is a carved
matble bud vase with a silver
enameled steel stem support
(825). A single bloom in an el-
egant vase brings just a touch
of spring to your bedside table,

*“This is the perfect gift, es-
pecially for a winter bitthday,”
said Abbio Dawson, “The de-
. b sign is so unusual, and who

can reaist fresh Mowers in January?”

The window of the DIA shop fcatures mosaics
adopted from Vincent Van Gogh's “Sunflowers.”
These colorful designs include a box ($245), a
|- round mirror ($895) and a clessic urn ($585).

[ Not to be misaed and furthering our spring
"theme are Tiffany lamp replicas. My favorites are
"the Pcony floor lamp ($1,648) and the Wisteria

- Another wonderful art book that pairs photo-
grapha and recipes in a celebration of the seasons
is our own Cranbrook Reflections ($19.95), Thia
culinary collection created by Cranbrook House
and Gardens Auxiliary features beautiful scencs of

Jacobson’s Homo stores presents Garden Plea-
surea from now until March. Paint a winter garden
with idcas that bring life into your home. Sce
hand-painted botanicals and fruits and vegetables
on pillows and table linans. Dodge the winter dol-
drums with light, airy garden furniture,

Linda Bachrach is @ Birmingham resident. You
can give her column ideas by calling 953-2047, Ext.

Depertmen
stores hear
wedding hells

Anxious brides turn
to familiar stores

JONN STORMZAND/STAFF PHOTOOIALIEX

Fittobe bride: Melissa Hechlik of Rochester Hills wonders if this dress is really her, as bridal
consultant Toni Ansley of Southfield adjusts the veil at Alvin's Bride in Birmingham.

gown business since last summer. lent bridal department, top-notch
“QOur salespeople wero on the phone | service and that extends to brides-

with gown manufacturers and United | maids and mother-of-the bride dress-

Parcel Service throughout the crists ing aa well.”

trying to help distraught brides get At Alvin's Bride bridal gowns are

their gowns in time for their wedd- priced between $550 and $3,000 and

ings,” said Linda Morrisroe of Hud- require three to four months for deliv-

Brides will be brides. Many were scared off by the
stories they’ve read about the chain of salons now fac-
ing fraud charges. So they've pinned their wedding
day hopes on'more familiar retailers.

By SusAaN DEMAGGIO their closing last summer, brides

BTAF? WRITER

When Alvin's women's ready-to-
wear stores closed around town two
months ago, two stores survived
demise.

Alvin's of Rachester remains on
Main Street in downtown Rochester.

And on Pierce Street in downtown
Birmingham, Alvin’s Bride, is doings
brisk business,

“When customers see we're here to
stay and view the huge sclection of
gowns we stock, we get their busi-

have had to order their gowns else-
whore.

Steinman said his Birminghom
store, which formerly sold women's
apparel, did a fair amount of busincss
in bridal gowns from a corner on the
lower level since 1985, He mode the
decision to convert the stare to a brid.
al salon two months ago and the
phones are ringing.

“Right now we're the biggest bridal
salon in Michigan,” he soid. “Brides
are coming from Canada, nerthern
Michigan and even Washi State

ness,” said Alvin Stel owner.
“They want to make sure wo're not
a8s0; cint'?d with the Boulevard Group,

though.

With the Boulevard Group of Brid-
al Salons in court on fraud charges,
brides-to-be can no longer shop at
Today's Bride, Sue Gordon, Boule-
vard Bridal in Birmingham, or Kitty
Kelly's in Troy and Dearborn. Since

to shop here. We havo three floors of
bridal wear — everything a bride
needs from shoes to undergarments to
o floorwide selection of dresses for her
wedding porty.”

At “Jakes,’ Hudsons
Jacabson’s and Hudson's spokes-
women also report a burat in bridal

son’s,

“There's no doubt that we have
picked up a lot of new customers
through word-of-mouth pratae for our
service.”

Hudson’s Bridal Salon is at the
Northland store in Southficld.

“We have an exclusive contract
with designer Vera Wang for awhile,
Her gowns will be featured at the
Bridal Fair Hudson's is sponsoring
on Jan. 23,” Morrisroe said.

The Birmingham Jacobson’s store,
as well as the larger bridal salon in
the Dearborn store, have been very
busy helping brides with gowns, sald
Janice Hayes.

“During the months surreunding
the closing of several popular bridal
salons, our staff used all our re-
sources to help brides get their
gowns,” she said, “Wo have an excol-

ery, said Laura Rubin, manager and
buyer.

“And that’s pretty good timing,"
she said, "These dresses are not on
racks waiting to be shipped out, They
are cut and scwn on demand. New
York manufacturers wait for several
orders before cutting the pattern
numbers, Next the dress must be
sown together. Then beads, ace,
snaps, zippers — all the finishing
touches need to be added.

Rubin said dresses shown in the
salon are always size 10 and need to
be fitted. -

“We seli discontinued styles on
sole in one room of our salon,” sha
gaid. “If you're a size 10 you might be
able to pick up  discounted gown
here, too, Most bridal gowns are year-
round. They're not as seasonal a8
ready-to-wear dregses.”

U-M alumni take inventory for scholarships

By Susan DEMAGGIO
STAFF WRITER

Michigan grads can always find
Jobs.

Just ask the 75 University of Mich-
igan alumni who took care of invento-
rying Saks Fifth Avenue at the Som.
eract Collection last week.

“Yep, It'a the second year we did it,

Bloomficld Hills, president of the
Oakland County U-M alumni associ-
ation chapter, “We contribute our
five-dotlar-an-hour salaries to a

holarship fund, This to
about $1,600. That doesn't scem like
much, but combined with other mon-
ey we raise through the year, it adds
up.”

hove never lost track of the impor-
tance of education, Wilcox gaid.

Saks’ director of personnel, Mogda
Magudas, herscll a U-M graduate,
said she welcomes the alumni group’s
participation in the store’s annual in-
ventory.,

“We're recruiting too,” she sald.
*“We welcome new members, In addi-
tion to fund-raising, we network, help

grams like wine-tastings, fashion
shows and dinners.”

A get-together, open to all Oakland
County’s interested Blue grads, is
schedutled for Thursday at 7 p.m. at
thodsly Fox Restaurant on Wood-
ward.

For more information about the
group, call Wilcox during the day at

too,” laughed Penny Wilcox of The participants, aged 22-70 years, each other find jobs, and enjoy pro- 833-5200.
MONDAY., JAN. 18 cruise for two 10 Bahamas,
ADDED ATTRAC S Oaktand Mall. 14 Mite/John R.

ITALIAN FESTIVAL . TION 6000
Wock-long attivities include dinners, cultural presen- Y ST
tatlons, enterainment. Call for schedule of events. SATURDAY, JAN. 23
Ritz-Cotiton Deorbom. Hubbard/Southfield Service
O 1.2100. MUSEUM TEA . ;

1 ‘ - Victorion tea coincldes with exhibit of 35 dolts.

NEW WALKERS CLUR | 993. To quallfy, Shoppers must show receipts total- drossod In first Iody Inougural gowns, 2 p.m. Ptym-
Wonderland Mall and St. Mory Hospltal Introduco ;8,“00 at booth neat fountain. outh Histovicat Museurm, Tickats $12, Scating imited
“Wonder Walker program 8 a.m. dally, Attendees ‘5;““"'0 Mall, Telegroph/12 Milo, 10 100. Rescevations required, Tables of four and six.
win Incentives foe miles walked; keychalns, fanny 3534111, Exhibit through Sunday.
packs, lapet pins, theater tickots. Freo biood pres- GOWNS PREVIEW Downlown Plymouth. S. Main/Chureh.
:,:”"j""f,';'g‘&,?,’,:,‘,‘;’;;’°,'g§‘.‘;;"ﬁ,’y avery second Marissa bdal fashions doy-fong trunk show. 455-8940.

onday. o fa secol Jacobson’s, Bimingham. Mapic/Bates.
m:a::ﬁ ? ;-m- Food coun. Sign-up forms at In- 644-6500. Moo “B’:z’;?;n?w‘ﬂss Bges 6:18 yeors, Leam modeling tech-
Wonderiand Mall, PlymouttyMiddiebeit. CAR & TRUCK SHOW g:quos. skin ég‘:?!. w'urdmcb:, nllqz:euu. Six énlurﬂuy:.
522.4100. Ten Oakland County automotiva dealers fealuro dis- '“‘“ "“L" e feo. Community room, Registra-
BRIDALFAIR plays through Jan. 31. Sponsoted by Automotive tion required. .

Trada Assoclation. Alsteway markots will selt refated

Somerset Collection. Big Beaver/Coolidge.
meschandise, 643.6350.

Tickots on sale now through fair date, Saturday, Jan.

23, 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. Hudson's Northland and. pr o Mall
Southfiold Pavillon. Foshion shaws, brunch, commu- ssugmg. of td Mail Eizaboth Lake/Telegroph. W"‘N‘l:,ﬁ';mf," der. 11:30 o.m. Cl .
nications samminar, bridal registry consultations, ¢n- and under, 11:30 8.m. Clowns, magic, pup-
tertainmant, s, Tickels $12.50 per person, pet-making. Lo

towaed beldal FRIDAY, JAN. 22 vy Vitloge Mok,

FABHION SHOW .
Models will featura ¢lothing from Tha Umited and Ca-
sunl Comar. Noon.2 p.m. At Dennison's and Mar-

required.
Northland Cenler, Eight Mile/Greenfleld
443-6332. SUNDAY, JAN. 24

THURSDAY, JAN. 21 tioit’s Garden Court Rostaurants., STORY HOUR
l;lg?"f,’ rg‘o’f Prace, Six Mile/Nowburgh. Sosamea Strcot charciers tell stories ahd posa for

WARHOL EXHIBIT pictures with praschoolers. Part of sterybock Sunday

*Endongered Specles™ portfollo inctudes 10 sitk- SPORTS COLLECTIBLES o, J
screen pents produced by Andy Warhot In 1983, Co- .Cards, colns, comics, sports stars. Through Sunday, Fairtano Town Center. Michigan/Southfield Freaway.
Dotroit Theough Jan. 24, Former U-M baseball stor and pro player Rick 593-3330. .

Wednesday, Feb 10. Rotunda, Exhibit premiere In
Detroit aren, Zoo memberships avallable ot shaw
from $25,

Somerset Coliection, Big Beaver/Coolidge.
643-6360.

Loach wilt meot fans snd sign outographs Saturdoy
1.3 p.m. on stoga noar Crowiey's. Tiger first baso-
man Dave Bergman will do 1he somo Sunday 2:30-
4;2‘410 p.m, Over 125 tablos of dealers from fiva states
a

MONDAY, JAN. 25

HEALTH SCREENING

Canxda.
Livonia Mall. Seven Mile/Middiebelt. Blood prossure and cholestorol testing, 8-10 a.m,

PREFERRED SHOPPERS 476-1166. Free, Jacobson's Court Area. Botsfocd Genaral Hospl-
Skiowalk sales customers can register for preferred tol staff.
shopper status through Jan. 24. Card cariers got dis- CLEARANCES Laurel Pork Prace, Six Mile/Nowdurgh.
counts and speclal offers at 20 stores throughout Maltwide sales through Jan, 24, Chance to win o . 462.1100.




