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Viewers look up for options as cable rates rise |

BY BILL COUTANT
STArF WRITER

The higher cost of cable TV has
some viewers throwing up thelr
hands and looking skyward — in
the dircction of those satellites.

Aren cablo companies, includ-

1986, when the gcvemmum dere-
guloted the industry. That, and
complainta about &orvice, have
gotten TV couch potatocs to pull
the plug on cable and install sat-
cllite dishes.

No noticeable hoom

Butin F Hills, there
has not been any notfccable boom
in Installations since the city
started issuing permits for satel-
lite dishes 10 years ago.

“We get an occasional one,”
soid Michael Hawley, zoning and
code enforcement officer,

Ing Mnthulnn, which serves

and F

Hills, have ralsed rates, or will
whortly, That, nlong with legisla-
tion that cable companics say
could lead to even higher prices,
could send more viewers to com-
panics that specialize in satellite
dishes, outdoor antennss and
other viewing alternatives.

“I'd soy business hns doubled
in the post ycer,” said CHIF
Engerer, owner of Ad i Sat.
cllite of Plymouth, formerly of

The city requires residents to
upply l‘or o permit through the
and submit
a site plan. The building depart-

Northvlllc ‘Nlnety-i'vu percent  ment becomes Involved if a roof-
of all our i ion is In cable 1 antenna is requeated.
areas.” Otherwise, the permit goes

Cable TV subscription rates

through the city's zoning office.
have steadily Increased since

Ground-mounted satellite digh-

s cannot exceed 14 feot In height,

must be located In the back yard”

of a residence, and must be
screencd from view of the adja-
cent propertles by .a screening
wnll or fence, berm, vergre

Rules vary
Tho rules for lmmllinx the
dishes vary, Neff sald,
“Thero is no hord and fast
rule,” uhn said. "Muny have to get
1 from

a8-

or some
thereof,

Donna Neff, the city's bullding
clerk, said neighbors often report
satelllte dish installatlona. And
the dish owners are often ignorant
of the need for a permit and what
tho restrictions are.

“Most people do not know that

ou need a permit,” she said.

.“About 95 pcrccnt of the tims, it's

aneighbor who tells us.”

Hawley sald beyond the city’s
requirements, homeowner associ-
ations have their own act of rules
regarding dishes and antennas.

“Wo can get them in touch with
the association president-or con-
tact person,” he said. “But that's
it. We don't go beyond that.”

1ation "

In Fnrmlngum, residents need a
building department permlt in or-
der to inatall a dish. There are re-
strictions on height and distance
from the neighboring properties,
but no requirementa to cover or
obscure the dish from other resi-
donts, said Earl Billlng, depart-
ment of public works and build-
ing department director,

“This ordinance was designed
for amateur radio antennos,” he
sald. “The antenna should be far
cnough so that it won't topple
over onto someane clse’s proper-
ty.

Because of concerns about the
dishes, the city’s planning com-
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Maumee Valley Historlcal Soclety

SHOW AND SALE

January 23-24
Toledo Ohlo
82 " o arces
for the beglnner and the ad: A coltector.. |

Saturdey: 110.m. to 7p.n.  Sunday: 2lam. to5p.m.
Lucas County Recreatlon Center, 2901 Key Street, Maumcc. Ohlo ... onemile
cast ai Ohio Tumpike Gae 4 or two miles cast of 1475 Exit 6.

Manager: Jim Reynolds—614-337-2028 ADMISSION: $4.00
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BRIDES'TO-BE INC presents
The Biggest, Best Bridal Farties Ever!

The Original: Brides:To- u Shows as seert on Kelly & Co.
At!cnd one .Amnd All,
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roission has scheduled o publlc -.available next.year, will be only

hearing for Feb. 8 on changing !. L]
ordlnnmm Billing sald.

Some local rules

Engerer sald his company will
find cut what restrictions apply in
a given city.

“Farmington requircs an un-
dercover — to make it look like a
patio umbrello,” ho said. “It
hides it a bit. Somo places require
bushes around it.”

Engerer said because of the in-
creased cost of cable, the im-.
proved technology of the dishes
and the added number of sntel-
lites and programming, buying a
dish has become less of a novelty,

“It costs nbout $2,600 for a good
system,” he said. “Our financing
costs arc about $45 a month. If
you huy pmmlum movle chnn
nels, you're poying that now.”

Engerer said the 21 satellites
naw in operation offer 24 chan-
nels each. Another satellite is
plonned and new “‘compresaion
video” dishes, which should be

. compony,” he sald,

two to - thre¢ feet -in. dlameter.
With a big enough dish, viewers °
can even plck up internationat
progmmmlnp .

“What you're deing is cllminaf-
Ing the middle man — the cub]e

Even so, dish owners still muu
pay for the satellite feeds, The av
erage annual bill for satellite
feeds is $200, depending on the
number of channels, Engerer said.
A lot of customers also purchase
antennas for clearer receptiv,
ruther than resort to cabte, Engv:r~
er said. N

Dish

from page 1A

“If you're going to km.-p it, nt';s
definitely worth buying,” Taylqr
said.

Jerry Plerfederici sald reception
with a satellite dish is also bette}.
And even puy-l‘nr-vmw selectiors

h d with a satellite dis},

Quality and Crafumanship Sincs 3893

tich,

Lernr  Blonfield it
873-8300 642-3000

acn Sy

are
Taylor said.

“With regular atble. you can
only get one pay-for-view chan-
nel,” he said, “With a dlsh, yau
can order any pay-for-view nhn -
nel.”

But Pierfederici, 57, snid hos
learned enough to know that tech-
nological advances could make
his dish less than state-of-the nrt.

and as "founders of the industry” we
know what you want in senlor livingl

¢ personal attention

¢ family atmosphere

# luxurious and affordable
4 clegant dining room

¢ two meals dally

4 soclal activities

¢ scheduled transportation
¢ studio or 1 bedroom apartments

4 24 hr, emergency monltoring

© housckeeplng services-twice weekly

# linen service

# ol utilities Included

& on-site Henry Ford Hospltal
Senlor Qut-reach Cliale

FRANKLIN TERRACE APARTMENTS

Iy Graclous Senior Living
/ '\ 26962 FRANKLIN ROAD
Franklin SOUTHFIELD

313/ 358-0212

Terrace
SO

1993 will be a ycar of change. Many economists predict
Interest rates will rise. If your home mortgage intercst
rate is above 9%, you may save thousands of dollars by,

® SHOES gsetecist styen)
© GOLF EQUIPMENT
« TENNIS RACKETS

« STEPPERS

* HOME GYMS
o TREADMILLS

SKI WEAR

o SKi (num wm)

best interest.

* refinancing. Call today before rates go up. It's in your
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CALL

1-800-72FIRST

EXANILE, 30 yer fled cuc oun Sased 000 mortgres
T e e o 58200, To¢ quoted ATR
P2 diseon tn, The 8 and 7 year

TYMICAL
with 20% dowa and

includes a 1% n-w-uu fee and 3 discount
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& APPAREL
« EXERCISE ACCESSORIES
o TEAM SPORTS GEAR
¢ CAMPING » SWIMWEAR
» AEROBICWEAR e FLEECE
» RUSSELL ATHLETIC
ACTIVEWEAR
o WINDWEAR o WAHMUPS
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» BOWLING BALLS
& BOWLING BAGS
« SOCCER APPAREL
» VIDEOS ° BOOKS
. TRM)!NG CARDS
* POSTERS
 FISHING & HUNTING

. mnummuu: n Mia l Southlield Rds. {313) 2584820
‘m : 268 Road (113) $29-08!

w\m.oumuzm mmnu;zuuul
. MINAW SQUARE: 2632 Tittabawassea Rd. (317) 793-8!

et FLINT' Ganoses Valloy Mall {313) 733-7450
- LANSKNG‘ I-Il\m Man ﬂm uum
* ANN Ddu-xld

13) 642 Service
30 o WESTUAND! Wee c-uumun(ﬂmlu-\m . AllStores

* RUGGED APPAREL

« DARTS & DARTBOARDS
» TEAM LICENSED APPAHEL
. BHANDED I.I.IGGAGE i




