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Tmy college thrives 1thout government help

BYRALPH R, ECHTINAW
BTAry Waiten

With sizeable, high-profile
schoole like Oakland University
and Oakland Community College
jun around the corner, It's casy to
ignore a small liberal arts junior
college liko Michigan Christinn.

Oakland University onrolls
about 12,000 students every year,
OCC harbors 30,000 now and

Granted, that's part of the mis-
sion, and courses such as “Intro-
duction to Preaching” aro offered,

but 85-90 percent of the students
are simply bent on getting two-
year liberal arts degrees, then
transforring to a larger achoel.

No booze allowed

That's not to say there fsn't a
strong Christion atmonphfre.

adds moro overy year. Michi
Chriatian College, seronely situat-
ed on a wooded, 80-acro patch of
earth in Rochester Hille, serves
1l of 301 students in the current-
semester and  ontertains  Jofty
goals of boosting that to 500 by
the year 2000, And with admis-
gion rogueats runnlng 65 porcent
ahend of lsst year's pace, that
shouldn't be difficult.

Formerly ono of two summer
homes belonging to Detroit od
man Lou Maxon, the property
was sold to the college in tho late
19505‘ Accordmg to MCC spokes-

n Larry Ste Maxon was
!old by the IRS thut "ha could take
a tax deduction on only one of his
summer homes, So he sold the cs-
tate on Avon Road just cast of
Livernois, and MCC began hold.
ing classes in 1959, predating
0CC's birth by six years.

“At that time a lot of people
thought this location was too far
from Detroit,” Stewart sald. “Now

t's just rlght "

Loonuly affilinted with the
fiercely independent Church of
Chriat, MCC is llkewise nssociat-
ed with 16 other like-minded col-
leges across the country.

A wee junior college

In tho age of tho stato-subai.
dized, millage-supported commu.
nity college and an increasingly
secular society, a wee junior col-
lege with a strong Chriatian
framework secms like on ana-
chroniam, but MCC appears to be
gotting along just fine.

Four-year degrees like Bible
studles, Christian ministry and
counseling have been ndded to the
curriculum aince 1980, and a four-
year businoss program ia in the
plpeline now,

Tultion tends to run a littlo
high (82,400 a scmester, plua
$1,500 for room and board), but
70 percent of the students live on
campus, and 17 percent of the
atudents are minorities.

With a $3 million annual budg~
et, MCC is almoat debt free,
Stowart sald, and hopes to build a
larger library and a new gymnasi-
um.

About one-fourth of MCC's rev-
enue {8 provided by donations. A
group of hoosters called the Asso-
ciates of MCC, comprised moatly
of older nlumnl. ralses about
$100,000 a year on MCC's behalf,

The college’s biggest problem
might be public relations, Many
people, Stowart said, beliove
MCC docs nothing but train fu-
ture preachers.

must be Christians or thoy don't
get hired, Students and teachers
aro required to attond a short wor-
ship service daily. And no alcohol
is allowed on campua,

Many mainstream collego stu-
dents and o like number of collego
teachers may eringe at that proa-
peet, but MCC students like it
that way.

Student Melissa Schroeder, a
Rochester Hills resident, enjoys
knowing almest everyone else on
campus. Sho also takes classes at
Qakland University and notes the
difference. “You get used to say-
ing ‘Hi' and greeting people (at
MCC),"” sho maid. "I said ‘HY' to
someono over there {at ou) and
they juat looked at me.”

Said Stewart, “It’s a lot harder
to get lost in the shuffle here.”

Freshman Axel Liimatta is a
second gencration MCC student.
His parents, Anno and Fred, met
euc;: other st MCC and got mar-
ried.

STAY P110TOY BY JiM RIDER) )"
ted by students, Stewart said, but it
is also required.

I1saw thellght: The daily worship service at the college is times |
serves to bond them with each other and with their teachers, whose att

o

A proud Ive Republi-
can, Liimatta dropped out of the
West Point Military Academy af-
ter two months lnst year and
switched to MCC. Ono of the col-
lege's strong points, Liimatta
said, is that professors with doc-
torate degrees actuslly teach
classes. At bigger universitics, he
noted, professors with such stellor
credentials write books while
graduato assistants teach,

Big happy family

Jeanie Fazekas, 8 homo eco-
nomica major, said she attends
MCC "bccnunn Df the Chnutlnn

for
growth. It's llke a big family
here,
And what's more important toa
big family than a big yard to play

in?
Unlike Oakland Universi

All together now: Michig

where the large buildings are
mainly surrounded by sidewalks
and parking lots, MCC's campus
is a rather idyllic setting with
plenty of wooda, trails and even a
small lake.

A former gravel pit, the lnke is
too mucky for ewimming, Stewart
aid, “but every once in a while
aumebody gets thrown in for a
Jjoke and thoy don't nmcll too good
when they come out.”

The loke’s resldents are mostly
big turtles with shells approach-
ing three feet in diameter. In the
1960a, Stewart said, the college
tried to stock the lake with swans
and ducks, but they were eaten by
the turtles.

Christian College hymm
leader Matt Morningstar,
right, leads students in
song Monday at the daily
worship service, among
them Terry Leabhart, 21,
of Monroe (above).
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CLEARANCE

our Entire Multi-Million Dollar Collection is

Nigoslan’s Orlental Rug Co. Is dearing out
its entire stock of quality hand woven
... imports to make space for upoomlng

The 'Great Sale Away" at Ockiand Mall

(3 shipments, Every size, every oolor,
‘40 every rug In stock has been
reduced 40 - 70% to clear,

% " them out fast. There
will not be a better time
10 buy this vear, so hurry to

the ngoslan location nearest you.

®

ORIENTAL RUG CO.

Established 1970 BIOMINGHAM

Bolh locions 508 douth Woodwand
Birningham, Ml 48009

TWI&10-
V18106 Phone 313) 644150

Sunday -5

.Friday, January 22 through Sunday, January 24
COME BASK IN THE BARGAINS!

Joln us tor our glant mal-wide sale for prices }&ctﬂl are HOT, HOT, HOT and you could be

salling away on a cuise to the Bahamos foo, out an entry form u’rany ponldpm
storeondyouondyoutmstmm may ba setting out for tha sun. Buy h un; , because th
“Groat Sale Away* at Ocokland Mall departs Sunday. January 4th,

Four three night crulse on The Font vlded b
Comlcriss 'ﬁeummon Tovo | g%"“’ und’
tip air Iare trcnsfers Hons for two

The New Oakland Mall. Real Fashlon For Real tife.

OAKLAND MALL

1AMIE &I-75 .
Hudson's, JCPanney. Sears ond ovor Iwuremnmsmdsemoes
Houvl'M -Sat, 10 am..8 p.m.; Sun. Noon - 6 p.
Mall Gltt Conineu!os availabla at Information Booth dudng man hours
falet Parking Avaltable at Main En!
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