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'POINTS OF VIEW

kind of dragged myself to the
Southfield offices of Channel 7
carly Tucsday moming.
..They were previewing a show on edu-
cation, which thoy’re promoting as “A
Londmark Television Event that will
ghango the way we think about educa-
tjon in America.” It's called “Common
Miraclea: The Now Amerlean Rovolu-
tion in Learning.”
Yeah, yeah — sure, I thought ready
to-see more of the same. Ready to see
vislona for education that h

new dendrite — that, I learned from
the program, 18 a now part of my brain
— and you can too. Just gathor your

' family around the tube at 8 p.m. Satur-

day night for a one-hour *American
Agonda" Special from ABC News with
Peter Jennings and education mportcr
Bill Blakemore,

Together, you can watch how suc-
cessful achoola in suburbs and inner
cities across our country deliver educa-
tion. And plug for yours to do it, too.

it Inck of monoy, powerful untons, bu-
reaucratic stagnation or giving up, will
e just one more addition to the pile of
unimplemented solutions,

Theso visiona would fail to show ad-
ministrators how to get from here to
there, how longtime toachers can adapt
their styles to what is now called for,
ond how parents, whether educated or
not, can fit into the picturu.

But I was wrong.

... While I watched, I'm sure I grewa

With war

** The times they aren’t a-changing.

- So {t now seems, with the Bush admin-
{stration participation in o renewed Al-
iicd bombing campalgn against suppos-
edly justifinblo targets in Iraq,

‘Two years after our sickening * vlcwry
inthe Purslnn Gulf, Bush just can’t scem
to leave horrifying enough alone. His ac-
tions and continued maniputation of a
country that does not belong to him ap-
pear comparable to that of a spoiled child
who, upon recelving a gold bracelet,
screams, “'N-NOO! I wanted 24 karat, not
this 18 karat imitation!”

alizing that his effort to test new
weapons, re-instill patriotism in tho na-
tion, protect oil Intorests, and raise his
ratings {a pt

The theme of these schools,
developed protty much aeparately by
cach: It's not how smart you are but
how you are smart.

It's recognizing seven different kinds
of intelligence — not just verbal and
mathematical.

1t's changing the role of a teacher
from lecturer to mentor and broker of
information.

It's using computers as assistant
teachers.

It's involving parents “in education,

parents are gold," and business
through apprenticeships and courses
on site,

It’s learning from each other —
called cooperative learning (no more is
it cheating).

Most of 81 it is the belief that al!
children will learn.

And how very sweet — and exciting
—itis,

Now I wouldn't take my word for it.

After all, journalists theso days are in

lisrop They dig too deep, or not
decp enough; they have no compassion
or they become too much a part of the
stories thoy cover; they corno with pre-
concclved notions so they don't hear
and see what's really happening.

But the peoplo gathered around the
Channel 7 conforence table were excit-
ed too — and most were educators, not
journalists.

Mary Vertrees, a counselor from Sa-
lem ngh School in the Plymouth-Can-
ton school district, said flat out “Thia
is ono of tho beat things I've seen.” She
could hardly walt to got the word out in
her district. “It instills a sense of
hope.”

Rosalyn Whitney from ﬂw Dotroit
Public Schools rcqueawd a8 many
brochures a8 you can give me,”

Gloria Grady-Mills, statewide coor-
dinator of the M{chim Adult Literacy
Initiative at Oakland C Col-

Educational miracles do exist in smart schools

And I'm not sure who said it, but it
{enlly docsn’t dopend so much on dol- |

ars.

The timing is on target, If there wore
ever mat expectations, it's now. It's
like we've come fresh lnw anewcra,
where it's impartnnt to give mom than
lip service to change.

And the chango we need nbovu atax
cut, above universal health insurance,
perhaps even above jobs — i8 a mas.
sive, immediate change in the way we
deliver education,

1t's seems so simple. If we can give
each child the means to develop to her:
oi'lhlu full potential, it will benefit us
all.

Judith Doner Berne is assistant
managing editor for the Oakland Coun-
ty editions of the Observer & Eccentric
She can be reached at 644-

lege, pointed out that the program

1100, ‘Ext. 242.

in equation, conclusion is forgone

they did, we might as well colonize Iraq

nature, Of course our hunted

as the 61st state, Bellicose Bush now has
more blood on his hands, and these were
civilians. Innocent civilinne, Nineteen
living, breathing, loving human beings
with a pulse and conscious mind that ex-
periences pain, Docs the fact that they
wom Iraqis soften us up a bit? Just pos-
’]

The United States, as the leader of the

to numb the next

for meat and had wars, but now the time
has arrived where none of this appears
necessary at all.

“If we want to reduce drastically, or re-
move, rellance on war and other types of
violent conflict, it Is necessary to substi-
tute a nonvielence counterpart to war,
“‘war without violence,’ by which people

free world, must end its violent, i
istic campaigns around the world and be-
come a true leader in the fight for hu-
manitarien causes, not Manifeat Destiny
11, which scems the current jingo-like
policy spearheaded by the fortunately de-
pnning Bush administration.
lin exlsts as the perfect example

own
to most as tho Gulf War) resulted in fail-
ure, namely in Kurdish and Shiite hu-
manltarian disasters as well as masaive
civilian deaths, o}’ Bushie looks desper-
ate ag ho takes one final nose tum toward
the sky at his rival S8addam Hussein be-
fore leaving office.

Nineteen civilians perished in the re-
cent bombing that occurred as the sup-
posed result of continued Iraqi defiance, |
What do we expect, for them to nlwnya
comply with our | iable d 2 1

of what the military could involve itself
in: the delivery of food shipments to im-
poverished nations and furth the

might be fensible) and should work in
harmony with organizations such as UN-
ICEF and the Red Cross, not the CIA.
‘War cannot ever receive justification
on any busls whatsoever, Violenca is not
an bl of human na-

advancement of altruistic projects in-
tended to actually assist another nation
in need, not merely assert our own inter-
csts and depart, leaving e country to
clean up our meas, We tried that after
World War I, and look what happened.
Granted, our soldiers should not bear
arms in these projects (defense with plas.
tic, not-fatal bullets or tranquilizer guns

ture unless we allow it to be. For the
same reason that humans can become
vegetarians, people can absolve violence
and war absolutely and finally, We were
not born carnivorous; now we have ad-
vanced to the point where one can sus-
tain oneselfon o herbivoraus diet and ac
tually improve his/her health.

Simtlarly, humans ere not violent by

can defend liberty, their way of life, hu-
Yt inciples, theiz institati

and socicty, at lenst as effectively against
military attack as can military means,”
wrote Gene Sharp in his essay “Making
the Abolition of War a Realistic Goal.”

y can become a civilian-based
nonviulent inat(tutlon with aims to assist
in efforta such as relicf for Hurricanc An-
drew victims and Somalia (but without
guna): two classic examples of what the
military should exist solely for.

Part of the reason war occurs stoms
from our desensitization to violence
through television, movies, ahd military-
censored news roports such as those dur-
ing tho Gulf slaughter. I grew up blowing
up planes and shooting people on my

and later Nintendo ltke many my
age without a second thought. This same

genernﬁon to nlmllnr atrocities, and the
technology only Improves year by year
Something isn't right!

Do you have a favorite song, poem, or

havo a truly visceral interest in?

lar revelation. The band began to play a
song most knew as their most popular
and best song. . -

1 had the fortunate experience of ﬂyinz

above the crowd, supported by hands of
people I'd never seen a day in my life.

But unfnmlllnritywlth one anothor had
no relovance; what mattered was the mu-
tual love, constructive efforts toward a
commeon goal, a goal in which each per-
son had a commen link.

to realize that myriad evils that occur in
the world are completely unnocessary. If
wo take the same commitment to abol-
ishing war and violence, all will benefit.

As long a8 we accopt war as insvitable,
we enslave qurselves and future genera-
tions.

shows teachers how thelr skills can fit E

work of art that stirs your soul, that you

Once at a concert T experionced a simi-"

What we need is a pationwide concert

LETTERS

Agalnst the clock

rate?

be charged with keeping the new clock accu-

RK VS EXCIMER LASER*

am writing in response to the propesal by

the DDA and the 126th Anniversary Com-

mittee to install a clock tower on property
owned by the Masonic Temple at the northwest
corner of Grand River and Farmington Road.

As someone who was born in Farmington and
who has fond memories of that building going
back to when the public library was lodged
there, I want to state my strong opposition to
this latest plan.

. Isuspect that 1 am not alone in this reaction.
. Porhaps another use for the money can be
found which would not inwrfare with the  ap-

of one of F: Y] moat unique
sites.
Judith A, Cook, Farmington
‘Less Is botter’

egarding the article in tho Jan, 16 Ob-
server — “Downtown Clock Tower Right
on Schedule” (or “Wecazny's Folly” as I
would name it} — I would like to express my
thoughta.
‘The Masonic Temple on the corner of Grand
River and Farmington Road stands out like a
jewel and a reminder of the past.

The corner needs no enhancing. Loss is bot-
ter. This corner docs not need a 34-foot, 8-inch
‘Tock tower to distract from the aimplicity of the
Masonic Temple. The height and mass increase
with every doacriplxon Iread or hear.

" Whatever is done with this corner should be
dunu low key and also low in height, as it is
nnw. Let nothing dotract from this lovely build-

“ing.

.. ~Built in 1876, it ia on the Register of National
Hlat.oric Places, Thu Muaoulc Templo has been

) dmark for peo] g Grand River
ever ainco the hono-nnd-buggy days.

‘Farmington’s overloaded with clock towers —
one in the Village Commons, one in front of the
{ Motro Bank and another in the downtown cen-
: Mr. -

Alno, when you display a clock you havea
responsibility to ace that it shows the correct
* time. The Motro Bank Clock is the only ono
that was correct tho last time I looked. Who will

From what I have seen of the plans for this
corner, there is also planned a three-tiered con.
crete flower bed to ba planted with perennials.
‘What does this concrete planter look like from
October to May? Not too inviting to my way of
thinking, -

1 fail to see the point in Wzacny's sentence
“the clock is symbolic to maintaining history

FOR MYOPIA

The Castleman Eye Center announces a Free Seminar presenting
the most advanced techniques for the treatment of both
nearsightedness and farsightedness.

and tradition in the city,” and pointing to Rome
and Florence with similar vertical elements —
ho-boy!

Italy has space around its towers to balance
their vertical elements. A 34-foot tower in this
cramped space would be overwhelming.

In the Masonic Temple you have a fine exam-
ple of Victorian and French Renalssance archi-
tecture, aecond to none, To downgmdu this with
a ive modern i the focal
point of Farmington’s downtown.

Nancy Leonard, Farmington

Clocks and clutter

hat clock tower? Why didn't the archi-

tectural drawing accompany the arti-

clo? 34 feot high? Has anyone Jooked at
the skyline at the intersection of Farmington
and Grand River? We need less clutter there,
not more,

At least we can still admire our long-recog-
nized Masonic Building while waiting for the

ARE YOU A CANDIDATE FOR RK OR THE EXCIMER LASER?

O vyes 1. My prescription has not changed very much in the past few years,

O wno .

O yes 2. My cycs are healthy and nonmal except for bclng nearsighted or having’
O wNo astigmatism.

[0 ¥Es 3.1 have mild to severe myopia.

O ~o

[ YES 4.1 have difficulty wearing contacts.

[ ~No

O] ¥YES 5. Glasses are uncomfortable and difficult to wear.

O no i a

O ves 6. My job will not permit me to wear contacts or glasses.

0 no . .

O ¥ES  7.1believe 1lock my best without glasses and cannot wear contacts.

O no . :

[0 ¥YES 8 Haveyou been told you are too hted for surgical i

O w~o .

SCORING: A‘yu answer to any of these questions, may indicate you arc a candidate for RK, the

Excimer Laser or Comczl Shaping.

light to change. A clock “plaza” visions
of a barren cemented square with a harsh-look-
Ing brick pillar supporting a clock too high to
seo from a car window and badly out of propor-
tion to the limited area at its base,

Would this just be a marketplace comer to
nccommodata flea market vendors onco a year?
‘Why visually disturb the only “openness” we
have loft at our main intorsection? How can a
contemporary brick structure (apd electronic
slgn?) bo “symbolic to maintaining history and
tradition in the city” and “a testament to the
success of the 125th colebration.”

Tradition in Farmington should be main.
tained by rominders that we are an old city with
lots of history and not a glitzy suburh.

Botty B

* To learn more, we invxte you to a free seminar, on Thursday, January
28th at 6:30 p.m. Leading authorities in each of these procedures will
discuss options specific to your needs. Patients who have had RK and
. the Excimer Laser will be present to share their experiences.

C-

Novi Hilton Call 1-800-999-7772 Limited Seating
21111 Haggerty Rd. For a reservation Refreshments

Novi, MI 6:30 P.M.

“The Excimer Laser i presently classified as an {mvest(gatory device by tbe FDA

* ‘ o ¥ A



