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LTU open, holds tribute to Martin Luther King’

By CASEY HANs
STAYr WRITER

The vislon of Martin Luther
King, Jr. was brought to the cam-
pus of Lawrenco Technological
University Monday morning,
when about 100 students and fac-
ulty gathered Monday to hear the
words of community leaders and
pay tributo to the slain civil rights

musat help oursclves, We muat
work together.”

About 30 students joined o 9
a.m, freedom march along 10 Mile
Roed, honoting the man who has
como to be known as tho father of
the civil rights movement. A 10
am. program followed and in-
cluded an introspective from But-

neera which sponsored the ovent.

NSBE oxternal vico president
Michacl Sanders sald the group
started its tributa in the collego’s
management bullding atrium four
years ago where students showed
Kinge’s famous I Have a Dream”
speech, “That’s how our tribute
got started,” he snid. “And it grow
rom there.”

“1 don't think we give it (King's
birthday) the type of reverence it
deserves,” he said. “I would like
to see the achool closed on Mon-
day, ‘.aylth maybe a Friday pro-

am.’ ,

But although the school was
open, no tests were scheduled or
homowork due that day, and pro-
gram coordinator and LTU stu-

atlowed to attend the King tributo
without any penalty.

“This {8 the fourth one we've
done — and now it's catching on,"
she sald. “It’s quite admirable
that it le a national holiday, It’s
been very moving that at Law-
rence Tech administration sup-
ports this day, even though the
school’s apen,

T

Luther King, Jr. to other non-v{o;, .
lent leaders Including Ghandi and"
Jesus Christ. “They all preagh,
tha same doctrine: a doctrind, of,
love,-he sald. “It means charity
... and chority means caring,;
loving and wanting to help.”
Other speakors Monday includ-
ed Lawrence Tech provost Robert
Ellis, dean of students Elaine’

lor and comments from university
officials and several bers of
the Tech chupter of the
National Socicty of Black Engi-

nce Tech ined open
for classes on Monday — some-
thing that concerns Sanders.

dent Angela Hayea sald she is
pleased the university offers that
support. She sald students were

Dowell and NSBE Lawrence
Tech chapter president Kenneth:-
Swain, ;

During his comments, Law-
rence Tech dean of engineering
Joseph Olivieri likened Martin

leader.

Detroit city il Keith
Butler called on people to reach
out and help themselves, noting .
that, “if one A is bound, *
all Americana aro bound.” He ]
alsv called for a new civil rights
focus on economic issucs,

“He (King) believed that wo, 08
a people, muat stand together,”
said Butler, keynote speaker ot
the Southfield-besed university's

. fourth annual King birthday cele-
bratlon,

“Ho also believed that we a8 a
people must have shared values of
family ... and help for our.
sclves,” Butler sald, “In this time
of dwindling resources, we must
look within our own community
and tap our resoutrces,” continued
Butler, who has served on the De-
troit council since 1989, “We

Suburban
schools
bypass
contest

BY RALPH R, ECHTINAW
BTAFF WRITER

A Martin Luther King Day es-
sny/debate contest that had a goal
of bringing urban and suburban
children together drew just two
entries from the suburban high
schools and 47 from Detrolt high
schoola,

Co-spongored by the Wolverine
Bar Association, the D, Augustus
Straker Bar Associntion and the
Association of Black Judges of
Michigan, the contest asked stu.
dents to submit essays of no more
than 300 words on the topic “Can
a_minority person receive equal
justice in America in 19937

‘The organizers solicited entries
from cight Detroit high achools
and eight Oaklond County high
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The result was that Oakland
County’s only two essays in the
contest were submitted by Erin
Coleman and April Singleton.
(Neither was a finalist, but Cole-
man carned honorable mention.)

Koy Stanfield-Brown, president
of the Straker Bar Associati
snid the schools were given six
weeks notice. Hopefully, she add-
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Southficld school district, said
that a lot of the students there
participated in a citywide South-
field cssay contest about King.
‘The Southfield contest has been
going on for 10 years, while the
other one Ia only in its first year.

Siver also noted that the re-
quest for essays was just one of ©
many tho achool district gets all
tho time. “I don't think a week
goos by that somcone docsn’t
come to us with a poster contest,
easny contest or art contest,” he
said. “(Besides), we have a curric-
ulum we'ro trying to teach which
has got to be the first priority.”

Tho cssay contest winners
came from Cass Technical, Mum-
ford and Renaissance high
schools, Thero was one entry from
Henry Ford High School and ne
ontries from Martin Luther King
Jr. High School.

The contest organizers plan to
continue the event next yeat, alao
pleking a tople relevant to the fo-

- gl profesafon.
\
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