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BEI board member

. Louis P. Contini of Canton has been named
scnior vico president and has been elected to the
boatd of dircctors at BEI Assoctates, a Detroit ar-
chitectural and engineering firm.

Contini, senior vice president of public works,
also is a member of the Notional Society of Profes-
siona] Engineera, ' .

Landscape judge

Landscape architect Michael J. Dul of Bloom-
field Hills was named one of three judges for the
23rd annual degign program sponsored by the Na.
tional Landscape Association in Washington,

D.C.

Building block contest

The Detroit Chapter of the National Associn-
tion of Women in Conatruction is aceking those
i d in porticipating as patrons or
judges In its building block contest for Detroit
uchﬁul children Feb, 27 at Northland Mall, South-
field: - :

NAWIC sees the contest as a way to communi-
cate the positive aspects of a career in the con-
struction industry. The contest is held nationally;*
children are given 100 blocks to create structures
of their own choosing. Children will also hear
speakers who will discuss the importance of stay-
ing in school end concentrating on math, sciences
and computers,

For more information, contact contest chair-
woman Christy Winter at 693-1418.

Condo raffle

Concerned Citizens for West Bloomfield is
sponsoring a state-licensed raffle to help raise
funds for West Bloomfield Parks and Recreation’s
recreation activitics center. Its oim ia to sell 5,000
tickete at $150 each, First prize is a $176,000,
three-bedroom condominium in the Lagoons of
ch; Bloomficld, south of Pontiac Trail off Hal-
stead.

There are 31 other prizes including a Chevrolet
Beretta GT; five $1,000 prizes and 26 $200 prizes.

Tickets can be bought by rail, Checks should
be poyable to CCWB House Raffle and mailed to
West Bloomficld Parks and Recreation Depart-
ment, 3325 Middlebelt, West Bloomficld 48323.
They arc on sale during business hours ot the rec-
reation department on Middlebelt between Long
Lake and Square Lake ronds, West Bloomficld
Town Hall, 4650 Walnut Lake Road between
Farmington and Orchard Lako rozds, and West

field Schools C ity Education, 6
Orchard Lokg Road, north of Maple.

More information is available by dialing the raf-

fle hotline at (&DREAM‘

Design lectures

“Interior Architccture and Edsel & Eleanor
Ford House" is the theme for the second lecture
series scheduled for Jan, 26, Feb. 16 and March ¢
at the Edsel and Eleanor Ford House, 1100 Lake
Shore in Grosse Pointe Shores.

‘Topics and lecturcrs are: “An American Man-
sion as Architectural Melting Pot” at 7:30 p.m.
Jan, 26 with Williom Worden, staff director of the
-Historic Designatlon Advisory Board of the city of
Detroit; “Saving America’s Beautiful Theaters” at
7:30 p.m. Feb. 16 with Ray Shephardson, thenter
restoration consultant; “English Country Interi-
or” at 7:30 p.m, March 9 with Dr. Geoffrey Beard,
architectural historian. Beard's lecture 18 co-spon-
sored by the Royal Oak Foundation, a non-profit
organization devoted the preservation of art, archi-
tecture, gardens and natural landscapes in Brit-

ain.
Admiaston to each lecture is $7. (Royal Oak
Foundati bers will be admitted to the

March 9 lecture for $5.) Light refreshments and
tours of the Ford house will follow each lecture,
For information and reservations, call 884-4222,

8 The uniqueness of a house’s
design is important to more
than just the architect and
builder; the owner stands to
lose in the resale market if its
uniquensss diminishes because
. of unauthorized copying of the
design.
BY GERALD FRAWLEY
STAFF WIITER
. 'To most people, a house {s some-
place to live; to architects and build-
ers, it's a livelihood.
So when people copy o house de-
sign, architects and builders are nat-
urally upset — and it hap more

Copyrighted: This house in Chase Farms in Novi,

*The plans stolen from our model
were market proven (as good sellers),”
Jnnes said,

“In our case, we showed and proved
that we should be abte to make up for
lost profita (when.someone other than
he builds and sells a home based on
his plans),"”

In that instance, Jones wos able to
to recover almost 40 percent of the
solo of a home built from one of his
designs,

“It should bLe scrious,” he said,
adding that penalizing the guilty par-
ty to the point where they gain no
profit — and penalize them to the
point where they lose money — may

i further i of plan

than peoplo think.

Robert R. Jones, president of the
residential custom  building  firm
Robert R. Jones Associntes in West
Bloomfield, said the stealing of home
designs puts the integrity of the
building industry at stake. “What
we're really talking about is profes-
sionalism,” Joncs said. “Most build-
ers think they can't do anything
about it {plan stealing).”

One thing builders and architects
should do, Jones suggested, is vigor-
ously prosecute any instances of de-
cign stealing.

Jones was involved in a precedent
setting legol battle during the 19808
that went all the way to the 6th Dis-
trict U8, Circuit Court of Appeals
and redefined case law,

Carl Levin

BY Many RODRIQUE
STAFY WRITER

Guarded optimism best describes
the tone Michigan veteran U.S. Sena-
tor Carl Levin offered local builders
last weck as Bill Clinton readied to
move into the White House.

“The insuguration should be a new
beginning for our country,” Levin told
130 members attending tho Engineer-

stealing. .

Ron Mayotte, president of Ronald
E. Mayotto & Assoclates in Troy, said
he has had several of his house de-
slgns — those he thinks are porticu-
larly unusual — copyrighted to pro-
tect them from being stolen.

Since he became an architect in

1958, Mayotte said he has had mony .

of his ideas stolen.

Mayotte said he doesn't copyright
every design — some aren't distinc-
tive enough,

Designs can be copyrighted for a
variety of rcasons; some obvious,
some not 8o obvious, Mayotte said.

Some of the more common features
found in today’s homes — things like

. great rooms, elaborate kitchens and

opulent bathrooms — started in
Mayotte's designs,

In fact, it wasn’t until the copyright
laws were recently changed in 1990
that architects began enjoying real
protections,

According to Steve Scharf, on asso-
cinte and patent attorney with the
Detrolt law firm of Dykema Gosaett,
copyrights protect only the way ideas
are expresscd, not the ldeas them-
selves.

There arc two tests the courts use
n ight cascs lving archit
tural works, Scharf said, “'Strikingly
similar refers to an exact duplicate,
like if someone were to photocopy a
plon,” he said.

“The sccond ie substantially simi-
lar, which menne a knockolf from a
plan with some changes,” he said.

A copyright also protects out-
growths of a design from being stolen,
Scharf said. Minor changes to an
original design do not invalidate an
architect’s or designer's claim to co-
pyright infringement if it can be prov-
en the alleged copyright violator has
access to the original design.

Copyright law protects o design
where there are recognizable clements
of expression unique to the original
work that can be reasonably recog-
nized in the derivative work, and the
copyrighted expression is sulficiently
unique to be copyrightable and ap-
propriate steps were taken to do so.

Jones sald stesling home designs
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designed by Ron Mayotte & Associates in Troy, was copyrighted twice; once
to protect the design contept of a dicgonally placed entrance and a second time to protect its distinctive floor plan.

Design theft haunts building industry

harms everyone, The builder, archi.
tect or deaigmer lose because they lose
out on profit they are entitled to, "We
get very frustrated because we com-
mit a ot of time and energy to a new
plan and then o prospective buyer or
other builder just takes it.”

Allowing home designs to be stolen
removes the incentive to create new
home designs, he soid. .

The buyer loses as well, he said.
‘Whether people think of it or not,
part of & home’s value is in its resale.
If there are many similar homes,
those homes lose individuality and
are worth less to prospective buyers.

Jones said this applics not only to
custam homes but production homes
as well.

Mayotte said designs are stolen in
o varicty of ways by a varicty of peo-
ple. Sometimes, it may be other or-
chitects; somctimes, it may be de-
signers; sometimes, it may be build-
ers and sometimes, it may be the
buyer.

Sometimes, someone walking
through a model will do a rendering
from notes, pictures or memory,

Sometimes, plans will be stolen
from job sites, copied and then pre-
sented as originals, he said.

“Sometimes, finding out about it is
just luck,” he sald,

One time, a colleague called him to
tell him a builder had been in his off-
ice asking him to copy a drawing of
his, Mayotte sald.

offers economic hope to builders

ing Society of Detroit's Constructioon
Activities Committee luncheon,
““There’s an optimism in the na-
tion's capitol that hasn't been felt
since the carly years of the Rcagen

Reagon
can-do spirit. It's very similar to what
we feel now.”
Unlike Reagan's philosophy of un-
limited resources, Levin says the

Clinton administration will empha.
size less consumption and more in-

.vestment.

“We must invest in our future, Our
debt went up.dramatically. A trillien
dollar debt which took a couple of
hungred years to reach has quadru-
pled in the past 12 years.

“Qur biggest challenge is the defi-
cit,” said Levin, a Democrat first

elected to the Senate in 1978, “We
have to do something serious, solve
this a8 a people. We must cut entitle-
ments, cut discretionary spending
and raise revenues, We must do all
three.”

Raising revenues would have to in-
clude everyane, except those in safety
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