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State aid cuts put area college quality at risk

See Opinlon page

ByRALPH R. ECHTINAW
8rayr Warmes
Local collego and university of-
ficlals aro worrled that shrinking
state subsidies are advorsely of-

feeting the quality of education.
Oakland University, Oakland
Community College and School-
croft College have been forced to
hike tultlon, consider millage lov-
fes, cut staff end curtail cxpan-

slon,

At Oakland University the
state provides 64 percent of the
total budget, down from 60.5 per-

cent in 1988, Over the same peri-
od, OU haa bumped tultlon up
from 38 percont of tho budget to
43 percent.

“When wo loso stato ald, the
only choice we have is to valgo tui-
tlon or decreaso the budget,” eaid
Patrick Nicosia, the university's
budget dircctor. "We've been
dolng both.”

With a hiring freeze In cffect,
QU hes climinated some staff po-
pitiona as people retire or resign
and left other positions unfilled
pending more rosy economlc

timea,
The downside is that OU has

no money left to expand the uni.
versity and, incrense cnrollment,
Evon though OU hos ralscd tul-
tion several times in tho last few
years, competition for admisaion
has remained high. Since the mid
1980s OU has had more than
12,000 students and could easily
hnvn more, | but the unlvcrslly hos
ined a de facto

freezo by raising the academic re.
quircments for sdmisslon.

“There is a need for expansion
and demand for expansion that
can't be met,” Nicosia said, be-
cause atato aid has declined.
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At Schooleralt Community Col-
lege in Livonia, officiale have a
luxury not nvnllahlu to the state’s
four-year unlversities. Like most
Michlgnn community eollcges,

ft levics a pi
millage in its district. ln 1986 the
millage levy was raised by %4 mill
{to 2.27), allowing the collega to

leave tuition virtually unchanged
a8 a percentage of the budget.

In 1970 the state paid 47 per-
cent of Schooleralt’s budget. Two
years ago that percentage had
fallen to 28. Conversely, the por-
tion of the budget ralsed by prop-
erty tax went from 23 porcent in
1970 to 40 percont in 1991, Tul-
tion over the same period rose
just 1 percent as a portlon of the
budget.

“Our board hae always had n
very atrong commitment to keop-
ing tuitlon low,” enid Stevo Ra-
gan, a Schooleraft trustee.

The state subsidies for colleges

very good shape ﬂuunclnllyfnr the-

sho:t term,” Ragan lnld, (but) at
somo point if we can't find a way
(to increase ravenue or cut costs
‘more) we're going to have to (ralso
tuition),”

Declining state aubaldlu, how-
over, are not oll bad, Ragan sald,
because thoy forca colleges and

to bo more

to the educational demands' of
students and industry, “It's never
a good thing to have fewer re-
sources, but it does have some
positivo slde effects,” he said.
“It’s forced un to be more re.

1. You have to be able to

and unlversities, however, are ex-
pected to bo reduced ogain in the
next budget. “It’s going to contin-

ue to decline at least for the next
year or two,” Nicosia said,

C ly, the Schoolcraft

do moro with Icss.”

Onldand Community College

Qakland Communlty Collego
Inccs the same pmblem as
hoolcraft, but has balanced its

trustees, while interviewing appli-
cants for two vacant board scats
Inst week put a lot of emphasis on
questions of finance, “We're in

budget through tuition increases

08 opposed to millage increases.
In 1970 tho state paid 39.6 per-

cent of OCC’s budget. In 1981

that l' igure bed shrubk to 24 pen
cent. On tho other hand, tuitipn,
wae 23 percent of 0CC'a 1910
hudget, but 38 percent in 1991,
Over the same period, the poi
tion of OCC's budget uupplied by
property taxes Increased only 1
peroent.

Since tho college was' t‘uundbd
in the 1960s it has levied a steady
1 mill, fueled by a tax base that-
has grown at a phenomenal rate:
But now, since tuition bas al’
ready been increased a bunch, the'
OCC board of trustees is thinking’
about asking voters to approve-4.
millage increase.

" “Wo talk about it every llme
the state cuts our allotment,” aaid.
David Hackett, chairman of the
board. “It's a possibility (that
we'll ask for it this year), but I
don't think it's Jikely, If we go fur
a millage we want to make sum
it's going to go through.”

SAVE 30%

e

: &
3;{3&1?&55 Packets TTOUSE lant

saLe srg 4G, Tpade-in Salgm

winter fur sale

w * Hundreds to selcn from.

fites., We're confidem we have the gight fur

HUDSON'S

LAURA ASHLEY

FINAL

WINTER
CONSOLIDATION

30%—-60%

— O F F —

‘To make room for our l993 collections we have
lidated all sale dise to sclected
locations. Here is your Jimited time opportunity
to enjoy 30% TO 60% savingson...

OUR ENTIRE AUTUMN/WINTER FASHION
COLLECTION INCLUDING MOTHER & CHILD
AND

ALL DISCONTINUED HOME FURNISHINGS

Aveaue, ks Mall, Novi
Somerset Collection, Troy » Somml Co“«ﬂm MW(&CMI\I Troy
$16 Bast Washington Street, Ann Arbor s Woodland Mall, Grand Rapids

e

St

Sevings off original prices.

Qur largest selection at the lowest prices of the q ¢ Shop now for best selection and ¢ B ?
0 : risg in any houscplant, mgudless . 4
vear. Saye 40% on exclusive designs and selecred — ;E%’E $2 o “m'tb?i #mﬂ vibrat e “W"’l J
ses
one-of-u-kinds from Christian Dior. Pesry - Euro . E:F‘_E POTTING WITH m&ﬂi OF A PLM\T
B o . . AND CONTAINER,
irger Cheistensen, Blackglama® aed more, 3 Bouquet S AR

We e lnmdreds of shapes, lengths mud styles SALE 498 Jn &N

ineluding o large selection of affordable lewber- « Brighten ymj:.x&::i“h AN asson- 7 p. e d %,ﬂ:‘lﬂ"m d

trinuned. silk-trimmed and miceofiber trived :“o';':’f:z:‘x :i‘b.}:yn)subeauufully 4} n.n S"“‘"""" “’“‘,;‘,‘,‘:;’ﬂﬁ,‘;m

Clinton 'nwuanhl

Daily and evening delivery available “ss0 n.rﬂgld l(g.’ o mu no.a
fit you perfectly, shroughout Meiro Detroir.
. eseborn ysu
AN G Tabelrad o b eonniry of urigin of inpoetert e, Sulon Furs, Chargeby p Am:;‘,'l‘n‘gf" ";;;;,’,m 5‘&‘:‘“5‘0’“',“”
STl wnits ot Thinlson's stwees: 2000k or Discover, press 2 Miles West of Falrlane Mall
Nursery, Garden Center, Fairlane Florist and Landscap ng Sale prices good thru 3 o a1 eple
Hours: Mon., Tues., Wed., Sat. 9:m-69m Thurs., Fri. 9am-9pm: Sun. Sun., Jan. 24, 1993. 10 Minutes Wess of Birmingham

MCV.AUE SHIPPING snd FAX uM:uln‘bblll

Sale ands Fabruary . 1

- The quatity you'd expect, al Kiwer
v%ﬂmmwm.




