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Area officials hope Edison improvements pay off

*BY TiM CARVELL
Btarr Witen
-1t took $160 million and a year
.of work, but Detroit Edison hes
beon slowly robuflding its power
systems to prevent a recurrenco of
. -thd July 1891 power outagea that
swept Southeastorn Michigan fol-
{owing n heavy summer storm.
- As part of its system overhaul,
tho power company has already

syatem thot can fleld up to 40,000
calls an hour, By the end of this
year, the project will have cost
Detrolt Edison $236 miillon,

Tho changes wore designed
both to cut down on the number
and scope of power outagos and to
increase tho efficlency with which
outages aro led, said Detroit

instatled 2,300 miles of clectrical
cable, - primarily in QOakland
County, and a telephone roaponse

Edison spokeaman Scott Simons,
“Wo have the moat state-of-

ELECTRICITY

the-art system in the United
States,” Simons sald. “The only
phone system that can handle
more calis is the one used by the
Home Shopping Club.” .

Tho Michigan Public Sorvico
Commission helped Detroit Edi-
son design the now electrical and
communlcation’ eystems in No-
vember 1991, following tholr in-
vestigation of the cuteges storm-
ing from the July 7 storm which
left some homes without power
forup to n week. Jim Padgett, su-

porvisor of olectric operations for
the MPSC, sald tho new tole-
phone network would prove cru.
clal to Detroit Edlson's ability to
deal with storms.

“(Teclophone communication) is
critical from tho standpoint that
your customer base, in tho firat
few houra of a storm, is your in-
formation bese,” Padgott said.

Local officials who had to deal
with Detroit Edlson during tho
1991 storms d guarded

logles.

“I definitely beliovo it will
help,” said Steve VanDett, South-
field city engineer. “I hope eo,
anyway. Wo shall seo.”

“One of tho problems we've had
with Dotroft Edison ia lines going
down during electrical storms,
and our manpower, the firo and
pollce departments, belng uscd to
guard them to a peint that we find
extreme,” safld Tom Markus, Bir-

ingh “To the

gu
optimism about the now techno.

ity
extent that (the now systom) can

alleviato that problem, I applaud
thelr offorts.” '

While Padgett conceded that
the eystom overhoul couldn't
climinate outages, ho dld note
that Datroit Edison has followed
?‘ll of the Michigan Publlc Service

ission's Tatl

to date. R
“Qur overall essessment {s that
they made & commitment in No-
vember 1991 and, in general,
they’ve met or exceeded most of
tho goals they’ve agreed to.” -

MEET MARY MCEADDEN.: e

from 11 to 1. Preview her Spring 1993 Collection on Wednesday

through Thursday, January 27th through 29th with informal modeling

from 11 to 4 cach day. Special orders wlll be taken.

The Mary McFadden Spring 1993 collection will be formally presented

on Tuesday evening, January 26th to benefit Michigan Opera Theatre.

Please call 643-9000, ext. 317 for further information.

. The hand-painted qullted suit in blue with muiti-colors. Deslgner Salon.
The Somerset Collection, Dig Scaver at Coolldge, Troy. 643-9000, Open weckdays 10 to 9; Saturday 10 to 6; Sunday 12 to 5:30.
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