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‘Used People’ laughs, cries with dysfunctwnal famtly

“Used Peoplo”
has -qualities
" that rarely come
together so effec-
tively in the
movies — it's at
once moving,
funny, insightful
and  thoroughly
entertaining. In
the year's first
pleasant
surprise, director
e Beebon  Kidron
charts four generations of a family
in the summer of 1969 whese lives
are changed by a mysterious Ital-
iun stranger,

Shirley MacLaine has her best
role in yeurs a8 Peorl, a “fifty-
something" Jewish wulow. At her
husband's funeral, an aged Ital-
ian (Marcello Mastrolanni) from
her Queens ficighborhood asks
her out for dinner. A wldow:.-r
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she lures the Itallan’s son-in-law
to a hotel and strips down to her
leopard.skin underwear, backed,
of course, by Simon and Garfunk-
cl's “Mrs. Robinson.” It's an in-
credibly funny scene,

There are plenty of tear-jerking
moments, too. Family mombers
say such routinely bitter things to
one another that Barbara decides
she must get away, “I love you,
Ma,” she says before emberking
on a new life in California, “but I
need to love you from a distance.”

It’s & treat to sce movies about
three-dimensional women, espe-
cinlly when played by powerful
actresses such as these. The bits
between Jessica Tandy and Syl-
vin Sydney (it's amazing to think
she was in same of Hitchcock’s
and Lang's carly wark) are both
funny and polgnant, especiatly
when they check out the facilitics
ata numing ho{ne
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himself, he ctaims in no
terms to have loved Pearl from
afor for the past 23 yenrs.

> At first, Pearl {s put off by all
the attentlon — she's in mourn-
ing after all and he’s not even
Jewish. Soon his old world charm
begins to wear on her. With each
act of kind: rom an elak

Her d seniors
learn French while others receive
treatment in o modern hydro-
therapy wing. But there's trouble
in this sccming dise. The toi-

touch in almost every scene. It ro-
culls Crunslng Delancey” or
“Moonstruck,” movies about peo-
ple from different sides of town
whe comeo together bencath the
glow of impossalbly huge harvest
moons.

Here, the ‘moon is also ahawn
during this cventful late '60s
summer whon the first lunar

landing takes place. A man on his
rooftop looks up from his tele-
acope and says he can see those
first historlc steps on the moon.
‘The {dea fs ridiculous, yet the im-

richly entertaining slice of life.

If you have a comment, question

or suggestion, write to John 18G6, on a touch-tone phone.
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possible often happens in thia Mnnaghan, Street Scene, Observez

er & Eccentric Newspopers, 362517
Schoolcraft, Livonia 48160, or cali>
him at 953-2047, mailbox numbers
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lets don't flush without jiggling
the handles and escalators give
the distinct Impression that in-
habil are gliding straight up

Italian dinner to the gift of an air
conditioner, he breaks through
the years of kitchen duty, guilt
trips and sacrifice that have de-
fined her rolc as both daughter
und mother.

T Kathy Bates and Marcia Gay
Harden play the daughters, both
divorced and both with their own
umquu quirks. Barbara has an
éating disorder while Norma,
driven crazy by the loss of both a
husband and & child, has lost
fouch with rcality. She takes on
the of movie

to heaven.

1 didn’t see dircctor Kidron's
“Antenln and Jane,” a low-budget
British comedy about
mismatched best {ricnds, but can
now understand why it had such a
healthy run ot the Maple lost
year. Kidron has a charming and
unaffected way of cluing into the
often bizarre nuanccs that dcf‘nc
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*Seoved in mlr beautiful
banquct ball
+We scat 400 guests [or all occasians.
Perfcat for your Holiday Pany.
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Featuring:
* Homemade Soups
» Safad Bar with Fresh Frult
Pas|
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family
between women.
You can sce whut fun veteran

tas
* 1 Meat Eniree and Vegetable
+Assorted Pizras

. Bread & Garllc Rolls

actor M.

an aging Italian Romeo,

dressed at one polnt like Marilyn
Monroe. Behind the bars of a
teller's window, her shoulder-
length blonde wig and beret come
atraight from Fn)e Dunaway in
“Bonnie and Clyde."”

+ We share in Normn's ecstasy
wlllle watching Anne Bancroft in
“The Graduate.” The next day,

As o former merchant secaman
who has traveled literally avound
the world, he strings together for
Pearl a litany of romantic dia-
logue (in at least three languages)
that could easily suit a girl in eve-

1y port.
“Used People” is unabashedly
sentimental, but it has the right
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* Dessert Table
Served 4:30 « 8:30 p.m.
Groups Welcome = Cocktails Arailable

531-4960 ./
Aduln Under 10 Yean  Senlons
lGll 1375 15’,

« We cater to all areas.
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50% OFF ALL _ E
REGULAR MENU ITEMS.

| |
] Coupon good Sunday through Thursday 5 to 10 pm |
B fora Ilmlted time only. ]

Farmington Hills I

Royal Oak
B . 326 W. Fourth Street 34555 W. 12 Mile Road
Corner of Fourth and Lafayette In the Arboretum
B 542-1990 o between Farmington and Drake |
Wyand 488-1100
B 2917 ;Eleo/t\t\?enue C o
enpires Ma 99,
I Corner uank and Biddle uu(;:mu:p‘:s ;ost :’::5 \‘v’fll\l ?

any other offer.

ENTERTAINER/ STOPINFOR -
COMEDIAN/MUSICIAN SUNDAY BRUNCH.
MIKE RIDLEY buffet just 54. 95

Every Tuesday mﬁhta930 pm. 11,00 am ~

:00
(Farmington Hills only} {Wyandotte and Farming hm H.lls onl
(Starting January 24th at \rnnm,!on E-(Ils)
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7 Mile between Inkster &
onla

In 1845 Joseph Paxton stopped

to smell the flowers

We are pleased.

Extensive collections of Paxton's spectacular 19th century hand painted botanicals
are currently on display in our Blmunghnm and Ann Arbor galleries. Stop by and

see the work of this English botanical master.

Barclays has come to Birmingham specializing in. . .

Classic African Art
Antique Prints

Audubon's Birds of America

Antiquities & Pre-Columbian Art
Japanese Woodblock Prints

Fine Antique Arms & Armor

280 Merrill St
Birmingham
(313) 645-5430

You'll find a Barclay gallery at . . .

218 S Main 22952 15 Mile Rd
Ann Arbor Clinton Township
(313) 663-2900 (313) 791-2070
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NEW ADDRESS
© 1090 S. Adams
Birmingham
642-8228

Johnston& Murphy.

A heritage of excellence since 1850™
Stop by and take advantage of this
opportunity to get

20-50% OFF

all Johnston & Murphy Shoes!
We have many styles to.
choose from. We also carry
a large selection of

COLE ‘HAAN' shoes.
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