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SPORTS

FARMINGTON,
NGTONHILLS:

armington Harrison had a strong finish
Thursday and defeated visiting Plymouth
Canton 38-27 in dual-mect wrestling.
‘The Hawks jumped in front 23-0 after the first
five bouts and, after Canton closed to within 23-
21, clnimed victory in three of the ining four

By Cnrs McCosky
BTAFF WRITER

‘When you think of hotheds of hock-
oy talent, you think Canada. You
think Windsor, Toronto and thoso
b

weight classes,

Harrison's Brian Atkinson (103) won by deci-
sion, 5-2; Matt Whitten (112) decislon, 11-7; Brad
Birkett (119) pin, 2:40; Derek Jaegor (125} techni-
cal fall, 19-3; and Andrew Dzyngel (130) pin, 3:16.

The Chiefs rebounded by winning the next four
bouts, three by pin and ane by minor decision,

Harrison pulled away with wina by Joe Guttler-
rez (8-7), Jason Blumberg (3:16) and John Amayo
(1:39) at 160, 171 and 189, vespectively.

& Farmington won two matches Thursday ina
losa to visiting Walled Lake Central, 51-18. Miko
Prough (140) pinned Doug Hare (3:31), and Scott
Holliday (189) pinned Gary Whalen in 21 seconds.
Matt Michalaki (108) won by void.

“We weren't able to capitalize on their mis-
takes, and they capitalized on ours,” Farmington
conch Al Beyar said. “Three or four matches could
have gono cither way and, unfortunately, none
went our way."

_ Falcons post swim win

cott Brown won two events and helped

Farmington win two relays Thursday s the

Falcons (5-1) whipped host Doarborn Edsel
Ford 65-28 in dual-mect swimming.

Brown had the best times in the 50-yard free-
atyle (23.78) and tho backstroke (1:00.73).

Brown alao was the lead swimmer on the medley
relay team, which included Kevin Yoder, Danny
Belanger and Don Boyer. Farmington wen with a
1:48.27 time. - -

‘The Falcons claimed victory in the 400 freestyle
relay, with Craig Mathie, Belanger, Brown and
Chris Frump finishing in 3:44.94.

Mathic and Frump also combined with'Stove
Scanio and Boyer to give the Falcons first place in
the 200 freestyle relay (1:37.65).

Scanlo, Boyer and Yoder were individual
winners, too. Scanio touched firat in the 200 free-
style (1:69.31), Boyer the 100 freeatyle (61.08) and
Yoder the breastatroke (1:07.33).

Farmington's Dave Smith won the diving with

* 144,05 polnts, Rich Hammen the butter];

Y
{1:01.43), and Jon Recd the 500 freestyle (5:09.89).

Harrison spikes Franklin

armington Harrison improved to 3-1in
Weatern Lakes Activitics Assoclation vol-
leyball Wednesday with a four-game victory
over Livonia Franklin (16-9, 16-6, 10-15, 16-4).
" The Hawks are 3-0 in the Weatern Divigion and
11-4-3 overall,

“We're having a good scason but it's early,”
Harrison coach Ron Shortt sald. “We're going to
meet some teams that are going to give ua big
challenges,”

The Hawks deminated Franklin as senior Julie
Heist recorded killa on half of her spikes (26 of 52)
and had nine blocks. Amandn Ault had 21 assists
and nine kills, and Lori Hubble led the defense
with 26 diga,

Maggic Chavez was 14-of-16 attacking with sev-
en kills, and she also had 11 asaista, Shortt aleo
cited the play of Krista Snow, who had two kills
out of 13 attacks with only ene error.

“It was one of the best nights we've had,” Shortt
said, “We appear to be very confident, and we had
very few errors by any hitter, We kept the ball in
ploy and put the pressure on Franklin.”

Falcons drop match

oor serving led to Farmington’s down(fall
Wednesday in a volleyball loss to visiting
Plymouth Canton (9-15, 16-5, 16-17, 4-16).

The Falcons mlased 16 serves and had only four
aces. Farmington usually has four players with
four aces apiece in each mateh, according to conch
Julie Ingalls.

“You can get as many sideouts as you want, but
if you don't get your serves over you'ro not going to
score any points,” she sald,

Debbio S: der was 22-0f-24 king with
13 kills, Sho alao was 14-0f-18 digging, 14-of-14
receiving serves and 16-0f-16 passing.

Jonny Sover was 20-0f-22 hitting and had seven
kills, Maggie Frump added six kills (14-0f-16) and
six blocks, and Erin Phelpa was 16-0f-17 on pasa-

s,
The Falcons are 1-1 in the Western Lakes Ac-
tivities Association and 6-7-3 overall.

Raiders lose first dual
Iymouth Canton dealt visiting North Farm-
ington its first dual-meot defeat in girls
gymnastics Wedncaday.

The No. 5-ranked Chiofs (6-1) scored 132.75 and
the Ralders (6-1) finished with a 119.6 total,

Canton senior Kim Rennolds had the top score
on vault (8,9), beam (8.35) and floor excrcisa

(9.35), Sho was third on bors (7.76) and finished

with the beat all.around scoro at 34.85.
Canton's Jenny Tedesco (34.1) and North's gm.

ding places like Medi-
cine Hat and Moosc Jaw,
If you think United Su‘ms, you

The area of southeastern Michigan that is part of the
Observer & Eccentric coverage has become a gold
‘mine for professional scouts searching for prospective
National Hockey League players.

for the Minnesota North Stars. “This
nrea produccs more quality playora
than any other arca in the US. I'm
from Montreal, but the North Stars
asked me to move hora (Ypsilanti)
threo years ago becauso the depth and
breadth of hockey talent ia so good.”

‘The area Butw‘n.la talking about is

might think Mi or

setta or upstate New York. It would
probably be a while bofore you got
around to thinking about the Chserv-
er & Eccentric aren.

Well, think again.

“When you look at the quality of
the players produced in this area, it's
really unbelicvable,” safd Crafg But-
ton, the director of amateur scouting

And whon he
lists the great players from this aren
he includes the likes of Pat Lafon-
taine (Waterford), John Vanbies-
brouck (Detrolt), Craig Wolanin
(Grosse Pointe), Kevin and Kelly
Miller (Lansing) and Kevin and Deri-
an Hatcher (Sterling Heights) and
Jimmy Carson (Grasso Pointe).

Still, the largest concentration of

talent in southeastern Michigan
comes from the 12-community C&E
area, Thero are now 23 playors from
the O&E area playing professional
‘hockey, niric in tho NHL.

The nine are: Adam Burt from
Weatland (Hartford); Mike Donnelly
from Livonin (Los Angeles); Miko
Hortman from West Bloomficld
{Tampa Bay); Al Iafrate from Livonia
(Washington); '{‘gdd nygider from

Hockey scouts like Observerland |
(e

you have a quarter of a million kids
ploying hockey. There's almost os
many kida playing hockey in Toronto
as there are In the entire U.S, So to
have that many quality players come
out of one area lke that is really im-
presaive.”
System breeds quality -
It’s not difficult to see why this
area produces such a high quality and
ity of hockey talent. The steps

Northville (Wi ike Mo-
dano from Livonin (Minnesota);
Chris Tancill from Livonia (Detroit);
Mark Howe from Lathrup Village
(Detroit); and Rich Kromm from
Livonia (New York Islanders).
“That's quite an_sccomplishment
for an area In the U.S.,"” snid Chris
Coury, o Red Wings scout and the
general manager of tho Littte Cacsars’
AAA elite hockoy program, “You toke
o place in Canada like Toronto and

up the ladder of success are all
securely in place. They need only to
be climbed.

“There is o good system in place
hero and excellent facilities for dovel.
opment,” Coury said. “It all starta
with the lacal associations and the
communities really do a good job of
getting them started and gotting thom
exposed to the game."
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Raiders repelled by Mustangs

Swimming dual meet: Jon Kershaw competes in the 200-yard freestyle for North Farmington during a dual meet Thursdey

at Northville. The Raiders failed to tarnish the perfect record the 6-0 Mustangs have achieved, losing 53-35. See story on

SIUARON LEMIEUX/STAFF PIITOGRAPHER

By DAN O'MEARA
STAFF WRITER

Farmington cnvisioned an upsct
Friday night, but unbeaten Plymouth
Salem refused to go down in & West-
e Lakes Activitics Association bas.
ketball game,

‘The No. 6-ranked Rocks overcame
a fast start by the Falcons and weath-

iting Farmington 71-67,

Salem improved to 3.0 in the
WLAA and 9-0 overall. The Faleons
are 2-1 and 5-4,

“Every gamo i8 a battle beeause
we're up there in the rankings and
undefeated,” Salem conch Bob Brodie
said. “People are going to come after
us hard.”

Farmington jumped in front 114,

ered a second-half rally to defeat vie- *

but the Rocks scored the next 10
points to take the lcad, Salem led 16-
13 after one quarter and 37-26 at haif-
time.,

The Rocks expanded their lead to
49-25 in the third quarter, but Farm-
ington norrowed the gop to scven
points (64-47) before Salem regained
control in the last three minutes.

“We fclt good about the fact we
hung in there,” Formington cosch
Denny Mikel said. “Early in the third
quarter, wo could have folded up and
got blown out real bad.

“We felt we were going to be able to
como in here, surprise them and win
this one. It’s been awhile since Farm-
jngton basketball felt positive about
thelr chances going into certain
games. That's a tribute to the play-

Harrison overcomes FT

ers,

Salem had too much height and in-
side strength for the Falcons, who
were badly outrebounded.

James Head, who scored 20 points
as did tecammate Mike Slone, com-
bined with Brian Jensen, Brand

Salem denies Farmington cage upset

cd three three-point field goals. Stan-
ley Lowia finished with 17 and Bran
Farr 11,

Salem led 22-20 in the sccond
quarter when the Rocks kicked thelr
transition geme into high gear and

Stone and Harold Shanks ta control
the boards, Jensen sdded 10 points
and Brandon Slone six.

“The big factor was size,” Mikel
sald, “There's no way we could re-
bound with them,

“We had four offensive rebounds
and they had 17, according to our
stats. That kinda sums up the domi-
nance thoy had on the boards againat
us.”

Farmingtona Scott Menser scored
a game-high 21 points, which includ-

scored 11 d points, Head
punctuated the surge with back-to~
back dunks, one o monster, two.
handed slam.

“Farmington came at us with such
presaure we sald ‘We're going to take
off on you' and were successful. They
backed off and it was a little casier,
but then we weren't scoring as
ruch.” :

Salem appeared to have tumed the
game into a rout, scoring the first 12

Sco BASKETBALL, 3C

woes, Churchill

Formington Hilla Harrlson made only six of 24
free throwa Friday night but held on to beat visit-
ing Livonia Churchiil 6246 in a Weatern Lakes
Actlvities Associatlon boys basketball game.

Harrison improved to 2.7 overall, 2-1 In the
WLAA. Churchill foll to 1.7 overall, 0.3 in the

WLAA.

Herrison led 10-6 after one quarter and 20-13 at
halftime. Churchill was outscorcd by Harrison 21-
20 in the third quarter and tried to rally in the
fourth, ing the Hawks 13-11,

chelle Taal (32.3) wero tho next best all

T'anl was among the top gymnasts on vault,
third (8.8); bars, second (8.55); and floor, fourth
(8.16).

North’a Elyse Turner tied for fourth on bars
(1.3} and beam (7.8), Jenny Japenga placed fo urth
on vault (8.45), and Hillary Lum tied for fifth on
floor (7.8). °

Reserve Aaron Woiss had eight rebounds and
helped Harrison hold on in the end with a basket
vith 23 scconds left.

Churchill was led by senlor forward Mark
Rutherford with 17 pointa and ninc rebounds.
Churchill coach Tom Lang sald senior guard Jason
Renklowicz “spurred tho comoback” with 10

points,
“Wo worked hard on running our offense and de-

fonse, and I was proud of our cffort,” Lang said.
“Our kids aro young and are golng to beat some-
body we're not supposed to beat some day.”

Junioz center Calvin Pruitt led Harrison with 15
points. Senior Ryan Cahill scored eight points, sen-
jors Don Bryant and Jeremy Teachman seven

plece,

“Their stylo makes you expend so much energy
on defenae; thoy play hard and play within their
abilities,” Harrlson coach Mike Teachman said.

K CENTRAL 51, NORTH 39: North Farmington suc-
cesafully slowed down the paco of Friday's game
against visiting Walled Lake Central but couldn't sur-
pasa the Vikings on the acorcboard. T,

Central held on to stay undefeated in nino gates'
and mave to 3.0 in the WLAA. North fell to 5-4 over-
all, 2-1 in tha WLAA.

Central came in with a high-rcoring offense that has

produced nt least 80 points in four games. But Netth |

held a 10-9 lead aRer ono quarter and trailed only 24+
20 at halftime,

The Vikings outscored tho Raiders 16-8 in the third
quarter to pull shead 39-28. North got within elght
points with the ball but couldn't get any closer in the
fourth quarter.

“Wo played at our pace and I was very pleased;
thoy're a very good team,” North coach Tom Negoshi-
an said. .

Junior center Evan Ellis led North with 16 points
and “really stepped up" his game, according to
Negoshian,

Chris Ward ndded nino polnta and Todd Anderson
scored only four points but helped break Central's

. pressurc,

“Todd played exceptionally well,” Negoshian sald,

I upt wasn't so much his points ns what he did with a

real good floor game.”

Beo AREA ROOPS, 3C




