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‘Yes, s

irl’

County boot camp expands as state’s falters

BYPAT MURPI!Y
STAYF WRITL

Oakland County is expanding
its boot camp even as the state’s
program ia coming under firo as
expensive and ineffective.

After two years of operating a
seasonal boot camp, the Qakland
County sheriff's department
opened ita first winter session —
with nonviolent male offenders
braving sublreezlng temperatures
in tents.

*“The boss (Sheriff John F. Ni.
chola) went through the winter in
tents during World War 11,” anid
Carl G. Matheny, a major In the
sheriff’s department. “We figure
inmates can survive too,"”

Thirty-seven defend. start:

sis in each of the next two yenru.
Until now it was a

the red wuh no indication it hulpn
deter act]

gram, generally from April lnto
the fall.

-Turns offenders around
Nichols, for whom the camp s
named and -possibly ita staun.
chest supporter, Insists tha boot
camp turns youn

Y
to a report released earlier this
month by tho Senate Fiscal Agen-

cy. .

The report sald the 90-day boot
camp costs nearly $10,600 per
participant —- more than double
the nmuunt needed w imprison
other )| — with

cess. "It's a rough and tumble
program,” she said. “Inmates
Iearn what it's like to say, ‘Yes,
elr.’ " Howover, operating the
camp iu becoming more and more
she sald,
that prompts her to tnko a closer
look at the program. “But it's
hard to put a price tag on turning
body’s life around.”

around by on'ering a highly dis.
ciplined lifestyle in a quasi.mill.
tary sctting. It's also cheaper than
housing defendanta in the already
crowded fatl.

Proliminary figures ecom to

' support that theory.

- Of 269 inmates to go through

b}mt camp, 21 huvn been ncr:um:d

ed tho county's first winter ses-
sion boot camp in the week of
Jan. 10. As of Friday, 28 were still
enrolled.
Onc inmate tried to escape.
" Eight -others slmply gave up,
choosing instead to serve their
regular prison sentences rather
than continuing in the quasi-mil-
itary setting.
Ouakland experlmented with a
boot camp in the fall of 1990 be-
foro offering it on a permanent ba-

3,
figures rclenacd Inut "week by Ann
Russell, a civilian corrections
staff agsistant.

Russell didn’t have precise fig-
ures on the per day costs of keep-
ing an inmate in boot camp, “But
it coats $60 a day to keep an in-
‘mate in the regular jafl. 1f we can
keep un inmate in boot comp for
iess, the pregram is very cost ef-
fective.”

In sharp contrast, the state's
baot camp program is running in

no sign its graduates are less like-
ly to commit other crimes.

Michigan haa operated its boot
camp program for five years dur-
ing which llme it proceseed about
4,000 inmates

“I think tbem ore big differenc-
e between the state’s program
and ours,” said Matheny. “I think
we aro more sclective . . . and
more successful.”

Schooling included

Matheny, who hes studied the
state's program, said Qakland
gets young offenders before they
have committed to a life of crime.
“We work them hard and give
them some schooling.”

County commissioner Marilynn
E. Gosling, R-Bloomfield Hills,
sald she has voted for the boot
camp because of its apparent suc-

Circutt Judge Edward Sosnick
said he is a strong supporter of
the boot camp, “Some of these
young people (usually in their
20s) have never had discipline in
their lives. The boot camp helps
fnatill discipline, self esteem and
self reliance, It's a better use of
their time than having them sit
around & fat! cell.”

"To qualify for boot camp, an in-
mate must be in good shape and
pass a physical exam. By choos-
ing boot camp — and succeasfully
completing the program — in-

mates can take months off their

regular sentence, he said.

Matheny said he considers the
program t8 be so successful, he
can envislon somelhlng compara-
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R haneat:

ble for women offe

Contest celebrates Women’s History Month

Secondary school students can
enter an essay contest to celebrate
Women's History Month in
March,

It's sponsored by the Michigan
Women's Commission and the
American Association of Univer-
sity Women.

Students in Michigan public
and private middle school, junior
high, and high schools will have
the opportunity to write an essay

nbout a woman, contemporary or
historical, who has served as a
role model In their lives. 2

Application forms for the cosay
contest are_available from the
Women’s Commission Office.
Dendline for submitting an essay
is Feb, 1, 1993. Call (517)373-

2884,

The theme for the essay contest
{s “Dream Dreams: Reach for the
Sky! Women in History have

"1 Do you. have high cholesterol?

If you are a female, between the ages of 18-43
and have high cholesterol, you may be eligible
to particlpate In a study being conducted
at Sinai Hospital.

For more information about the study, please call:
Sinal's Center for Lipld Metabalism
at 493-6477.

»Sinal

Achieved their Dreams . . . Who

has Inspired You To Achieve

Yours?"

Prizes Include the following:
the top five winners in ench grade
category (6-8, 8-10, 11-12} will be

honored at the Governor’s resle _

873.8300

642-3000

BEST TRAIN

For Kids ages 2-8

Naw Shipment Just Arsived!
Bets « Track

%
JOIN THE
% BRIO ENGINEERS CLUB
Purchase 9 Rema & Racevs
the 10th i FREE

7he Dol FHoopital
& 7oy Sotdter Skop

3947 W. 12 Mia « Barkley
{313) 543-3115 « M-5at 105:30, Fd. 102

dence and Wil receive savings
bonds in the amounts of $1,000,
8500, $200, and $50 (for fourth
and fifth place winners).

Modernistic

CARPET & UPHOLSTERY CLEANING

For the Best
Specials of
the Year
call:

589-1700

oD DOLL HOUSES
ang Assembied Models

W. 12 Mile < Berk)

: Oakland County Sheriff John Nichols
(left)isa sought-a[ter graduation speaker for the boot
camp named in his honor.
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President Tuxedo Gold|

— The Weddmg Standard —

Offer Ends
January 31st
If you're getting married soon,
avisit to President could pay off
in a BIG way! Reglster your
wedding and receive:

1% $150%2

tuxedo rentals for the entire
wedding party®

FREE

tuxedo rental for the groom
— 2 $100.00 valug!

PLUS o

“Exclusive Wedding Discount
Package"— an envelope [am-
packed with everything you
need for the perfect wedding.
(A $500.00 value).

sidentPhimedo. wimEs.
1-800-837-TUXS

e FrrcuRine may sppdy. See woee ki Gz

oy
(JI:I) 543~3115 50105 30 F. 108

Make a New Year's resolution to clean that closet, attic, or basement, bacause now you can - N
sell your “collection” for the low rate of only 2.99 per line. {Minimum: 3 lines}

You have until January 30, 1993 to get the “goods” together and call us.

Who knows? You could collect enough cash to pay off your Holiday charge accounts!
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with a classufled ad for only

$2:99g [j
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Deadiines: 5 p.m. Tuesday for Thursday edition 5 p.m. Friday for Monday edition
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