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Experts answer questions about standards,

We posed these com-

1 n'.ur.h:nt

monly asked by parents and jour-
nalists to various experts in the
field of education.

Q Whore did MEAP tosts
sCH8-

oy Vi,

and |

BUA ]omlly dnvelnpcd nnd awm-

. pnulng scores on the

tation, * d persons may

d under this

grant
wos added at the 11th hour in o
Michigan Senate-House confer-
ence committeo and attached to
an appropriation bill without the

ledge of state board of edu-

mcnt Program) tests como
from?

A, The state Department of Ed-
ucatlon started them in 1970, sold
Robert E. Schiller, superintend-
ent of public inatruction. Reason:
The State Board of Education
made improving Inatruction a pri-
ority goal,

Q. You say “improving in-
structlon.” But now the stato I8
using theso tests for two other

— student
cy and etato diplomas. Who
mado that declsion?

A, The state Legislature, in the
1991 school aid act.

In fact, according to Dorothy

* Beardmore, atate board of educa-
tion president, using the test to

7 gc@fes from page 1A

cation,

Beardmore said the state board
of education was unaware of the
addition until after it had left the
conference committee and was
voted on by the full legislature,

Now, under the 1991 school aid

act, to recelve any money, local
school districts “shall award a
state-endorsed high -school diplo-
ma to a pupll” only when the pu-
pil passes one of threo scts of
tests: .
BMEAP — The student must
achieve “at least category 2 on the
reading portion of the MEAP
grade 10 test, at Jast 50 percent of
the objectives on the mathematics
portion of the grade 10 test, and at
least 50 percent of the objectives
on the science portion of the grade
11 test.”

BA puulng scam on ths GED

(general educational develop-
ment) teat.

Pupils who miss may take the
test again,

In practice, most area districts
usze MEAP,

Q. Can tho local district add
local requlrements?

A. Yes. For a state-endorsed di- |

ploma, tho local disttict can use .
“in addition to any other require-
ments established by law or by
the board of a district for a high

schoo! diploma,” according to the -

1991 law,

Q. We hear that in 1887 only
state-ondorsed diplomas can be
awarded.

A, True. “Beginning with the
graduating class of 1997, a pupil
shall not receive a high scheol di-
ploma unless the pupil achieves

section” — Sce. 104a of tho atate

* aid act,

!n other wordu, wo'll Imve state-

draw erroneous conclusions” by
looking at MEAP ranks nlone.

Q. I hear tho term “morm
d test.” Is that differ-

de
bur. thoy will be based on skills,
not how many years a student en-
dured math, English and sclence
classcs,

Q. Arc MEAP teat scores ad-
cquate as a solo indicator of
what students know?

. “No,” saya the state's
MEAP Handbook. “MEAP tests
only Indicate what students know
about the selected objectives test.
ed. To determine the status of
student knowledge n other areas,
other asseasments must be
made,” such as “teacher observa-
tions.”

Q. Should I usc MEAP test
results to compare or rank
schools? N

A. In general, no, says the
MEAP Handbook. MEAP results
con lwlp {dentify schools and dis-
tricls with needs in wudmg,
and science.”

Pass and graduate

Starting with the class of 1994,
a student must pass all three por-
tions of the test to qualify for a
atate-endarsed diploma. In all,
76.7 percent or 584 10th graders
possed the math test. The moder-
ate, or passing, score was 500.
That means 169 10th graders will
have to retake the math test,

“The students didn't know the
implications going into the test
last year," said Carolyn Mahalak,
the district’s coordinator of evalu-
ation for assessment and special
projects.

Math scores better

* Significant increases were also
reported in fourth- and seventh-
grade math scores. Of 743 fourth-
~graders, 63,8 percent or 474 pupils
reathed the satisfactory level.
That's better than the 56.4 per-
cent in 1991,

Of 825 scventh-graders, 56.8
percent or 467 students hit the
math standard, The number was
49.8 percent lost year,

In reading, 57.3 percent of the
10th-graders scored eatisfactory
ar better compared to 54.2 percent
in 1991, Students needed to score
300 or better on both parts of the
reading test to achieve a satisfac-
tory score.

Of 749 10th-graders, 85.1 per-
cent passed the rending teat. To
merely pass, a student needed to
score 300 on either the fiction por-
tion or informational material,
That means 112 10th-graders will
have to retake the reading test.

Reading scorcs increased sig-
nificantly for fourth- and seventh-
graders, Of 743 fourth-graders
‘taking the test, 54.6 percent had a
satisfnctory score. That compares
with 48,9 percent in 1991,

Of 826 seventh-grad

o five percent increase from the
previous year.

Scores in scionce remoined
stable, Of 821 fifth-graders, 88.6
percent renched the state stan-
dard. That was the third highest
percentage In the county, behind
?!{;ﬂlng)\nm and West Bloom.
ield.

To rench a satisfactory science
score, students had to complete
“16 percent of the objectives.

Of 746 cighth-graders, 73.3 per-
cent scored satisfactory, Thot
compares with 74,2 in the previ-
ous year.

The percentage of 11th-graders
achieving the state mark rose 4.4
percent from 56,3 in ‘91 to 600

di-

Renson: “School districts and
the people they serve are quite di-
verse.” Withaut careful interpre-
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‘To qualify for a stat

ploma, a student must complete-
60 percent of the objectives.
Mahalak said 46 11th-graders will

percent hit the state  mark. Thut'

have to retake the science portion.
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Detroit College of Business provides
a quality education in an environ-
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Just ask John, an AACE student.
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I meet your criteria. I am at least 23 years of age with 3 years' significant work experience and have at least
60 quarter or 40 semester hours of transferable credit.

"I came into the AACE

3 program with a unique

4 educational background.
Knowing this, the staff worked
{ with me to tailor a program
that would take advantage of

H my education and experience.
\ The quality of instructors is
impressive and the class load

4 very manageable for working
adults such as myself."
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ont from MEAP?

A. Yes. “Norm-reference test
information {s usually used to
determine how a studont is doing
relative to the performence of
other students on tho same test.
MEAP tests provide information
on whether or not a student has
attained a specific skill or per-
formance objective,” says the
MEAP Handbook.

Q. Say, this sounds like a lot
of stato control. Whatever hop-
pened to local autenomy? °

A, Local districts aro free to de-
sign thelr buildings, hire ad-
mintstrators and tenchers, But
the notion of complete local con-
trol never existed, not even from
day one.

The 1835 constitutional con-
vention adopted the proposal of
Isnac E. Crary, a Marshall attor.
ney, and John D. Picrce, a mis-
sionary preacher. Willis F. Dun-

testing -

bar, in “Michigan: A History of .
the Wolverine Stnln," tolls the
atory: K
“They ngraod Michigan'ss, .
school system, like Prussia's,
should be centralized end should
be controlled by a responaible of-
fictal . . . from the lowest grades
through o university nnd coordi-
nated by a central body.

Dunbar adds, “It was the sort
of plan Thomnn Jefferson advo-
cated and sought in vain to per-
suado Virginla toadopt.” - v

Gov. Stevens Mason appointed |
Plerco stote school superintend-
ent — first such conslitutional 4
office in the nation. Pierce suc- v,
cnnl’ully advocated thm mnjor

EITSL L

I ’I‘umnn free, tax nuppongd v
public schools,
H Compulsory education.
& Training and minimum wlgu{ .
for teachers, 1
Dunbar concludes, “Picreo ias- 1
far shead of his time." -
8o the notion of unfettered ln-
cal control In education never was :
true in Michigan., But not until}
the 1970s and '80s has tho State!
Board of Education used all }hu-
constitutional power at its finger-{
tips, .

T-.
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