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Success marks gr

t-was graduation for tho first class
of the new Oakland County boot

camp, -
A fow chairs had beon

lawbrenkers come from fami-
lies.)
For many of these graduates, all
bled for fully chosen folent d

dignitaries, Sheriff John Nichols, un-
der whose auspices the boot camp had
come about, was scheduled to speak.
A fow relatives of tho graduates be-

gan to show up. Thoy had evidently
found their way to the camp, tucked
into the back roads of Auburn Hills.

- Then more cars. A call went out for
more chalrs. And more chaira,

" Nichols admits he was cought una-
ware that families would assemble for
their kids' graduation — from jail.

But that first ceremony was no
anomaly. For each graduation in the
boot camp's two years of existence, rel-
. atives and near-relatives of the camp
. graduates havo come in droves — their
grandparents and their girlfriends,
thoir siblings and their small children,

(Which aleo disputes theories that

This society does have some prob-
lema. Almost everyone can agree on
that. However, there is one problem
that all the others seom to revolve
around; the root problem, so to say,

That root problem, if solved, could
bring an end to most other problems,
This problem is the fact that people
are not held responsible for their own
actions; there is always someone else to
blame. R
. The best example of this is a drunk
- driver who has been caught. Often, the
- place where he had his lnat drink can

bo sued for allowing this drunk driver
to become intoxicated.

This doesn’t make any senae. People
are out for a profit, that is what capi-
talism is all about. A bartender wonts

- to make as much money as he can, One
way for him to make money is to serve
as many drinks as he can. I don't sce
why he should have to be concerned
with anything but himself and his
business.

It is nice for the bastender to call a
cab for someondwho is drunk, but it
should not be his responsibility. When

i
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it is thelr first success. Thoy have sur-
vived six weoks of a military-atyle life,
| full of routine, discipline and tho re-
sulting camaraderie.

They have marched to meals, split
wood, run obstacle courses, learned
CPR and helped out in emergency situ-
ations, such as the explosion last May
in downtown Rochester.

As the camp has developed, they

d change it was having on him.

have also been exposed to further edu-
cation and psychological and job coun-
scling. . .

They put in a 17-hour day, beginning
at 6 a.m. Thoy get an hour or so of lei-
suire, for personal needs including writ-
ing letters home.

One mother, who had opposed her
son going to the camp, said it was
through hia letters that she realized the

Self-accountability

a person is drunk he knowa it and he
knows better than to drive, so he
shouldn't. .

It is not fair for the bartender, who is
juat doing his job, to be sued for some-
one else's actions. Tho bartender can-
not do the thinking for cach and every
person that comes into his bar, He can-
not know the limit for every person in
the world. That is why people have to
think for themselves,

It is illegal to drive drunk and every-
one knows this. There comes a time

when people have to stop living off of
excuses and start owning up to reality,
and that means accepting full respon-
sibility for their actions.

An excoption to the rule may be in
case where a minor is involved. When
somcone is under the age of 18 his par-
ents can and should be responsible for
his actions to a certnin degree. For ex-
ample, if a 12-year-old was with some
of his friends and a neighbot’s window
was broken, then the parents should
pay for the window and all other dam-
ages caused by their child, However,
the parent should then turn around

“Thank you, thank you,” she told
each of her son's commanding officers,
when she could take her proud eyes off
her newly graduated son.

. Class valedictorians reflect the mes-
sage — whether delivered in rap or
more traditionnl prose — that their fu-
ture is up to them.

Up to now, the camp has been limit-
ed to the warmer weather months,

since the prisoners live in tents. But
the need it fulfills for those who may
profit from it more than from a moro
traditional and longer jail torm isn't .
limited to warm weather.

For instance, of 269 inmates to go
through the county boot camp, just 21
have been accused of add|tional
crimes, ding to figures released

aduates of county boot camp

now sergeant, Gerard Carlin, who had
hedded tho department’s main substa:,
tion in Rochester Hills, :

But these shouldn't taint this pro-
gram, which so far has the praiseof
many, including Oakland Circuit -
Judge Edward Sosnick and county
Commissioner Marilyn Gosling, R-

last week,
So a winter seasion began the week

of Jan, 10, )
The expansion comes in sharp con-

trast to the state’s boot camp

| Bloomfield Hills. . )
In fact, there's talk of a boot camp &

tunity to learn discipline and gain

which a recent state Senate report
claims is running in the red with no
indication it helps deter inal activ-

ity. R

A further irony is tho expansion as
other areas of the Sheriff's Department
are coming under fire — particularly

nd thelr d and
boyfriends, siblings and small childron
also deserve to witness thefr success,

Judith Doner Berne is assistant. .
managing editor for the Oakland Coun-

abuses in the

and the carlicr demotion and continu-
ing inveatigation of former captain,

is solution to better society

the difference between right and wrong,
is unable to walk away from the situa-
tion becausoe his friend has control of
his brain.

A lot of peoplo are brought up think-
ing that nothing is ever their fault.”
They feel that there is someone elsc to
blame, that other person ¢an control
them and make them do bad things
that thoy wouldn't ever do if they had
never met this new friend. Unfor- -~
some of these people are in

and makejunior pay them back every
penny of it along with another form of
i suchasag ding
‘There are some parcnts out the:
though who have children that can do
no wrong. Everytime thia child does get
into some trouble, mommy is there to
bail baby out. She then disciplines him
by saying that he is no longer allowed
to hang around his friend because his
friend is a terrible kid and is influenc-
ing her baby in a negative way, In other
words, the mommy is saying that jun-
jor's friend is doing junior's thinking
for him and junior, who has no idea of

our government. .

I was watching a talk show the other
day about mothers who had turned
their sons in to the police for various
crimes and were going to testify ogainst
them in court. I applaud these moth-
crs, There was also a Jawyer whose son
had been charged with assault on the
show, He said that he would have went
to jail for his son. He was calling the
other women selfish and cold.

He, however, is the one who is sclfish
and cold. Instead of doing what is right
and trying to teach his son right from

wrong, he would rather go to jail him-

ty editions of the Observer & Eccentric
Newspapers. You can reach her at 644+
1100, Ext, 242. - - '
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self, that is cold. This is probably some
pathetic attempt to save his own nome
as apparent, that is selfish.

Kids have minds of their own. They
know right from wrong from the time
they are just babies. Punishing a child
or making him accountable for himself
does not tamnish the name of the par-
ent.

Two wrongs do not make a right,
ever, The only reasons any one per-
son’s actions should or could ever be
held accountable for any of thoso of an-
other person is 1) in the case of self
defense and 2) in the case of a minor.

People have brains, If everyone could
‘| use his, think for himsclfonceina %
while, and be held totally accountable !
for everything that results from his ac-
tions, things in the society would be
different. They would be better, - :

Cheri Lowe is the editor of Walled
Lake Central's student newspaper. |
Comments for her can beleftonour , +
VoiceMail system, 644-1100, Ext. 264.
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b GING PARENTS

Ive that extra degree of

for women offenders. It should be'de-, ~
veloped. They deserve a similar oppor- -

pe, DOLL HOUSES pm— ol S need

On Baer's column &The overflow funds made on ety e A R
. last year's 126th Farmington clty 39.954 oo, f thay

bout Tom Baer's Jan. 25 column on anniversary observance could ressina,

President Bill Clinton: Somewhere along

waoll be better spent in making the
the woy when you lost your hair, I think P g

- I thel
Independence viltage,
. gﬁ need assistance with d:
immedlate downtown aroa moro

i bathing or medication_
reminders, you ¢an depend on-
us. phong write for more

or
Information on our Plus

most of your brains went with it. v gram,
1 have scen and heard some sore losors in my 8hnppar/ pedasttlan fﬂendly‘ "‘“.,'.‘5‘;:.?;1.‘; ﬂf:m\(g/'dh: Sl ""‘,,,:,‘;,:,,’;.T;,Tw;,,.-l
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to keep her hands off our government. Her name
wasn't on the ballot.”
Neither was yours, Had it been, with your

clock, in keeping with the decade of City Hall
and its architecture, would be just as useful,
less obtrusive, and far less demeaning to the

ideas and attitude you might havae gotten one character of the Masonic Hall and/or its 0 o
vote: W.F. Seaith, Livonia | "% Leo 8. Peel, Farmingto 0

- e e e e ON ALL HARDEN '
No clock, please More on millage

' no addition that the Masonic Temple
grounds does not need is 30-foot-or-s0
high phallic symbol of a clock. .

The historic Temple {old Town Hall) needs
no such distractions on its front lawn near
Grand River. Let the trees grow; let the grass
grow; but let the idenof a clock in that area go.

The overflow funds made on last year's 1215;h

i b cou

ey

friend-

ctually, I'm reluctant to voto yes on any
millage proposal.

The last time I was asked to passa
millage in Farmington Hills, T was told that if it
did not pass our schools would be financially
devastated, Well, it did not pass.

Yes, cuts and sacrifices were made, Yet, with-
.in months of this millage not passing, the
hora d ded and received sub Y

Stewart-Glenn is
celebrating our
76th year with our
greatest STORE-
WIDE WINTER
SALE EVER. Save *
thousands of dol-
-lars on Harden
and cvery other
fine furniture line
in.our store. We
want to be your
full service furni-
ture store. But

F gton city i Y
well bo better spent in making tho i
d area more s} Ipedestri

pay Increases. Where did this money come
from?

And why would our teachers aek for this in-
crease? The averngo teacher in Farmington
Hills makes approximately $46,000. When you
divide that by 180 days (actually, it’s more like
175 days when you take into consideration

ly.

Those cutesy short posts with lights atep
them and located just east of the Grand River/
Farmi Road I A pposediy de-

fine a crosswalk.
But ono is risking lifo and limb, evon in the
broadest of daylight, crossing Grand River at

teacher roport card markings an: hurry, dom’t be
this 'm‘k’{‘t; On ““::]gkt:ifg‘:[:;:: ;z:z; west parent teacher conferences), that comes to $255 left out in the
eannot éco tho Sross " per day not including full medical benefits. cold.

Spend some bucks for signs or banners or
something to toll the car and truck drivers to
slow down and stop for pedestriana.

Is this millage passage absolutely necessary
or are we merely tucking funds away for tho

A meaningful crosswalk is also nceded on next contract ronewal? . ForA . Petude Value Price
Farmington Road south between Arbor Drugs Susan Wachsberg, Farmington Hills Limited Time 2 Picee Solld 42999
and tho east alde busk blish i Cherry Dining Room

ForA
Includes and
R ddn(ﬁrwnmﬁda) « Limited Time

StewitGlos.

Traffic comes around the corner from Grand
River, or from the north through the intersee-
tion, and hita 30-35 mph by tho time the vehi-
clos are to this point.

As a frequent walkor in downtown Farming-
ton, I sce hundreds of other walkers and/or

sabe
Opinlons are to be shared: We welcome your .
ideas, as do your nelghbors. That's why we offer
this space on a weekly basls for oplnions in your

awn words. We will heip by editing for clanty. To
assure authenticity, we ask that you sign your

runners, at all hours, but particularly during latter.and provide a contact telephone number. 2600 N. Woodward Ave. of Bloomfield Hills -8348 -
tho daylight hours. 1fth DDA wants to help Letters shouild be malled to: Editcr, The Farm- Juse South of Squte Like Ré: b S3zesds.
busi d Farmi needs to make ington Observer, 21898 Farmington Road, Farm- Fine Furnitare Since 1917 S ds®pm,
! movingaround by foot less dangerous. Ington 48336. ; . e
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