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~They'nd' suspicious, but stato
Tawmakers say the Michigan Edu-
&ition  Assocliation's  aweeping
gchool roform plan has points
~worth conaldering,
=“It'a rofreshing tho MEA la
maoking o concrete proposal in-
stead of opposing others,” said
Son. Robert Geake, R-Northvilte,
+:Genke summed up tho reaction
many lawmakers who had been
angered by tho teachers union's
well-heeled opposition to Gov.
John Engler’s 1892 "Cut & Cap”
. property tax plan,
. Dan Poro, Engler's chief. of
staff, praised MEA for picking up
& pet Engler idea: using schools to
ditiver social, mental health and
other stato service, “Wo call it
one-stop shopping. We wouldn't
just use achools cight hours a
doy,” Pero sald.

14 districts

-Moin feature of the MEA's
* school reform plan is reorganizing
tho state's 663 achool  districts

——————
B EDUCATION
.into 14" multl-county financlal
districts. P
Wayne and Monroa counties
would be one district. Oakland,
" Livingston, Lapecr and Geneseo
would bo another, .
“The financtal districts will im-
prove efficiency In the arcas of
personnel, transportation and ad-
ministration,” said Julius Mad-

dox, president -of the 125,000

member teachers union.

Called “Schools for the 21st
Century,” MEA's proposal also
calls for:

#3 A 30-mill cap an property tax
rates, Statewldo nverage is about
34 wills. One mill yields $1 per
$1,000 of state equallzed valun-
tion (SEV).

B8 Powor for financial districts to
ask voters for edditional revenue
through millage or a local income

tax.

A State dedlcated resourcea to
guarantee equitable funding be-
hind every puphl. '

ph. .
B Provision in achool buildings of

state aocial, public health, montal
health, legal nssistance and job
tralning sorvices! ° :
“I'm not.sure 14 is tho right
number, but we need to reduco
the number ‘of districts,” sald

" 8en, Jack Faxon, D-Farmington

Hills;' “It makes my plan look
conservative,” Faxon sponsored o
bill to reduce the number of dis-

tricta from 663 to about 200 and °

ran into a polltical buzzsaw in
mid-Michigan,

“'1 like the idea of consolidating
sachool districts,” sald Rep. John
Jamian, R-Bloomfield Township.
“But I part company with MEA
on the (local) Income tax. They're
not, concerned about the taxpay-

er, .

“Some parts are worth looking
at,”. said Rep, Jan Dolan, R-
Farmington Hills. “They've final-
ly come up with something posi-
tive. But Michigan has been very,
very strong on home rule. I don't
seco local districta relinquishing
control without a fight.”

Sen. Mat Dunnskiss, R-Lake
Orlon, praised the MEA plan for
“loosening up some regulations

Area lawmakers dissect MEA plan

and allowing thq adminlstration
to manage.”

Son, David Honigman, R-West
Bloomfield, was less diplomatic.
Ho thought tho plan unrcalistic
and unhelpful.

“It does not sound like a very
goad plan,” ho sald, “It'll provide
hardly any property tax relief for
property owners in our area. 1
think it's betterto cap nssess.
ments than to cap millages,”

“There’s no way o8 a matter of
fact,” he sald of consolidating all
thoae school districts into just 14.
* know how much Michigan peo-
ple clierish local controt. -

And ho thinka there aro built-in
problems to auch extreme centrale
Ization, “The problem with Amer.
ican educatfon ia jta too uniform
and to homogenized.”

“I’'m geiting calls opposing It,”
snid freshman Rep. Penny Criss.
man, R-Rochester, a beliover in
local control. “I haven’t had a
chance to review it."”

Staff reporter Ralph Echtinaw
contributed to this report.

Archer talk begins African American month at oUu

.- A scholarship banguet, lectures
and art exhibits are among publle
cvents acheduled starting Friday
l}lmugh Feb. 26 for Oakland Uni-
versity’s African American Cele-
bration Month,

. All of the following ovents are
open to the public. Only Friday's
Dr. Martin Luther King dJr.
“Keeper of the Dream" banquet
requlres oan admission charge.
The $26 banquet fee will support
“holarshins for OU disad
taged students.

. Public Evonta:

BJan. 29 — 6:30 p.m, banquet,

Crockery, Qakland Center gucet
speaker Denniz  Archer “The
Plight of America's Cities: Defin-
ing the Dream in the Nineties.”
Charge $25, black tie optional, for
tickets 313-370-2020.

@ Feb. 1: All doy, African Markat-
place, Crackery, OC. Meadow
Brook ‘Art Gallery, African Art
Exhibit, Wilson Hall, all month.
B Feb, 7: QU Gospel Choir, 6:30
p.m. East Crockery, OC,

B Feb. 8: Lecture, Brother David
X speaking on “Your Heritage™ at
noon, Fireside Lounge, OC,

H Feb, 10; Lecture by Lowell Per- -
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: Rebates Rebates Rebates

3 Ways To Save Now Thru February 15th

FOR INSTANCE: Purchase a new Bryant 96% .
Efficient Furnace and 2 Ton Alr Conditioner.

Less Instant Combination

Less "'In Stock'* Air Condition

| R Z $ 00
39BAAVOI60ED  59309K024 2 9 9 5
DETROIY WARREN TROY LIVONIA

“ 4993 Contractor of the Year”
By Contracting Business Magazine

Regular Price $3645
Rebate $200.00

Rebate $150.00

Less Utility Rebate
Up To $300.00

New System
Installed for As Low As

'524-1700 - * 427-1700

ry, “Tho Importance of the Black
Male,” noon, Fireside Lounge,

B Feb, 12: Lecturs by Vancssa
Johnson-Durgana, “Black History
Through Memorabilia,” 10:30
a.m., Gold Room A, OC.

W Feb. 17: Emery King, “A Day in
the Life of an African American

Journallst,” 7:30 p.m.

M Feb. 18: Lecture on “All Male
Academies” with Kwamo Kenyat-
ta, noon, Fircside Lounge, OC.

M Feb. 24: Discusslon on “The
Black Jewish Experience” at
noon, Fireslde Lounge, OC.

0 Feb, 25: Cloalng Coremony and
Awards, noon, Gold Rooms, OC.

Yea! MEA’s not
just naysayer

BYRALPH R. ECHTINAW
STary Warrea, .

Local schools officlals may or

‘muy not think the Michigan

Education Assoclation's' plan
for schoal finance reform ia a
good jdea, but they agree it's
nico to see the MEA is propos-
ing reform instead of oppoaing
it as usual, '

“I think the MEA 1s trying to
do something proactive, and to

'that extent, I think it's great,”
said Bob Greene, the director of
cvaluation and ‘research for
Troy schools. “They recognize
that the change ia in the wind.”

Willlam Keane, the superin-
tendent of the Oakland County
Intermediate School Distriet,
agreed. “It’s probably good that
the MEA is interested In find-
ing a solution for our funding
problems as they apply to prop-
erty taxes,” he said. “The MEA
is a big player, so it's good to
have them at the table. (But} [
don't know how much political
support there is for that
(plan).”

Tho iden Is to organize the
state's 563 school dlatricts into
14 financtal districts in order to
congolidate functions like pur-

chasing and '

would be needed to boost all
the school districta up to the
same funding level: -

Keane suggested that per.
haps tho teachcrs union offi.

cinln, accustomed to bargaining °

tacties, have presented a very
extrome version of what they re-
ally want because they expect
to lose ground in the bargalning
process,

The way the plan is now,’

Keano said, it would bo virtual-*

ly impossible to get it through
the state Legislature and get
Gov, John Engler to sign it

There are some good parts to
the plan, Keane said, “but you
have to balance that with what
you lose when you get further
away from your conatituents
(with the huge dlstricta).”

James Clatworthy, the asso-
clate dean of the school of edu-
cation at Ockland University,
is apprehensive about the MEA
plan beeause it would eliminate
the atate’s 57 intermediate
school districts, which are or-
ganizations that provide ser.’
vices most school districts can't
afford on theirown. .

“Initially I'm discouraged be-
cause they want to eliminate all

diate school dis-

The financial districts would
also levy up to 30 mills of prop-
erty tax, Then a 3-percent in-
crease in the state income tax

of the i

tricts,” Clatworthy said. *They
provide a lot of resource sup-
port that districts . probably
couldn’t provide on their own.”

INDOOR SIDEWALK SALE! |,
Suits $59° » 1601 « £7%

Values to *450°

Sport Coats - 29" » 139" » 449

Values to '325%

- Shoes - 19" « 120w + £39m

Values to *225°

Pants - 3099 o $19%0

Values to *100* )

Dress Shirts - 9% ¢ 3 for $250°

Values to *50%°

®'

SIVETETS

SPORT SHIRTS
SWEATERS 70% OFF
ALL SALES FINAL SALE ENDS 2/93

Hours: Mon. 108 p; Tues., Wed, Fel. 10-6 pm; Thurs, 108 pen; Sat, 10-5:30

27565 Grand River
(Just W. of Inkster)
Livonia, MI 48152

(313) 474-1190

7
e v
Sofas from $199
Love Seats from $179
Coffee Tables from § 29
Chairs from $ 79

At Cort, you can furnish a whole room
with previously-leased furniture for the price of
a few pieces from other stores.

FRNTUERENAL . - -
CLEARANKCE CENTER

Sourkfield: 28720 Northwestem Highusy, 358-4303 (entrance under
red auming); Troy: 3921 Rochester Rd,, 324-1022;
Store Hours: Mon, 9 am«8prm; Tues. Eri Sam 6 pm; Sat, Siom - 5 prr. ik
(-

Pormieure may vary by locstion.

- The power
~ tohecome.

: With a lot of determination
and the help of Easter Seal
quality rehabilitation
: programs, millions

0 le are
h’u{lgelz?ﬂcr lives.
Give the power to become.
Support Easler Scals.

.0, Box 801

Cometoour . '
Lower School Open Hou:
Sunday, February 7, .
1p.m.-3 p.m.

CRANBROO
SCHOOLS -

* §221 Wontwarl Avenue

Blommficld 1illa, M1 483030801, -

(313) 645-3610

K
BROOKSIDE

_Find out what a Cranbrook
 education will do for your child.

. - Learn more about Cranbrook Schools-

- Brookside, grades JK through 5, at our
Open House Sunday, February 7. You'll
tour the Brookside campus, meet faculty
members and administrators, and see dis-

plays highlighting our science, music,
' computer and art programs.

: Please call our Admissions Office at
(313) 645-3610 for more information.
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