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Chamberworks
Y hamberworks presenta “A Musical Tour of
Europe: Part Four” 8 p.m. Friday, Jan. 29
at Christ Church Cranbrook, 470 Church
Road, Bloomfield Hills. Tickets $10 general ad-
mission; seniors and students, $7. For tickets, call
643-7788.
Musical tour
rio Aventura will perform a varied program
of French and Spanish music for plano, vi-
olin and cello B p.m. Saturday, Jan. 30, in
the Varner Recital Hall on the campus of Oa
University in Rochester Hills, For ticket informa-
tion, call 370-3013.
Musica Viva
: usica Viva will present the world prem-
ieres of “Etz Halm == The Treo of Life”
a tone poem for viola, Nute and chamber
orchestra and the "Shephardic Song Cycle,” for
soprano and chamber orcheatra baged on original
music from 14th century Spain 7:30 p.m. Sunday,

Jan. 31, at Temple Beth El in Birmingham. For
-ticket information, call 473-2228.

Plymouth Symphony

lymough Symphony Orchestera Chamber
Concert and student competition winner, 8
p.m, Friday, Jan. 29, at the Plymouth-Can-
“Ton Little Theatre, 8415 N. Canton Center Road,
Canton. For tickets, call 451-2112.

EMembership meeting

P Ilymouth Theatre Guild membership meet-
v ing 7:30 p.m. Tuesday, Feb. 2, at 41001 W,

e Scven Mile on the campus of Northville

¢ Regional Hoapital. Call 349-7110 for information.

: Theatre Guild

d he Theatre Guild production of Lee Bless-
i s ing's “Two Rooms” opens 8 p.m. Friday,
¥ Feb. 5, in the Theatre Guild Butlding,
716138 Begch Daly, Redford. For ticket informa-
tion, call 538-5678.
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~Brady Brunch

. choolcraft College’s Women's Resource

Center is hosting “The Brady Brunch:
.- Scholarships for Women,” 11:30 a.m. to
1:30 p.m. Sunday, Feb. 7, st Diamond Jim Brady's

Jn 4Novi. Tickets $30, limited seating. Call 462-
4443.

roup du jour .

roupdu jour will present music to *soothe
the mid-winter Blues,” at their concert 7:30
p.m. Sunday, Feb. 7, at Mercy Center in
Farmington Hills, Bring your own picnic basket
-and lawn chairs, and enjoy music ranging from

‘Lettice & Lovage’ warm, funny B |

Performances of "Lettice & Lovage"

continue through Jan. 31 at the
George Burns Theatre for the Per-
forming Arts in Livonia. For ticket in-
Jormation, call 1-800-589-8000 or
Tickctmaster, 645-6666.
“Lettice & Lovage”
will make you laugh,
and smile. Potor
Schaffor’s comedy
hit 1s a story about
two women, with’
nothing in common,
who become friends,

Julic Harrla plays
Miss Lettice Douf-
y fet, a frec-spirited
tour guide who
works at Fustien
House which sho de-

’ seribes as the “dul-
lest house in England.” As the cur-
tains part in Act 1, wo sce her in the
house on the atalrease, surrounded by
bored taurists,

An cqually borcd Miss Douffet
speeds up her jon giving
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Schoen's  secretary Miss  Framer

*ust the facts” in tongue twister
fashion. When that'doesn’t wark, she
starts embellishing history, just a lit-
tle at first.

Hor stortea get more and more out-
rageous. “You are Jooking at the stair-
case of cnnoblement,” she tells one
audience. “You are looking at the
staircase of ndvancement,” she tells
another warmed by the thrilling as-
pects of history as told by Miss Douf-
fet. Thoy applaud her, and leave tips.

The truth catches up with Miss
Douffet in Scene 2 in Miss Charlotte
Schoen's (Roberta Maxwell) office at
the Preservation Trust in London.
Here the audience is treated to some
comical moments provided by Miss

PRy

{Mary Burke). She's an ador-
able, gentle cldetly woman who is
flustered, but not hurt by Miss
Schoen’s orders, In her cfforts to be
helpful, she irritates Miss Schoen
even more.

Miss Douffet is fired. “It is not my
fault,” she says in defense. “1 reapect
history. I recount history when it is
moving. But in some cases, I fecl 1
have to take a hand.”

Like her mother, who toured the
French countryside doing Shake-
speare plays with an all female cast,
Miss Douffet: has a theatrical pres-
ence. H

In Act 2, ‘10 wecks later, Miss
Schoen visits Miss Douflet’s bose-
ment flat. Here differences in the

Comedy hit: Roberte Maxwell (left), ca

women are glaringly obvious. Miss
Douffet is dressed in Bohemtan fash-
fon in colorful, loose flowing gar-
ments, Miss Schoen is dressed in o
business auit.

Miss Douffet’s name “Lettice” is
French, and translated means war-
rant for imprisonment without trial.
1t fits. Miss Douffet fecls she was un-
justly tried and canvicted.

Misa Schoen has a dismal outlook
on life, but a heart, She tells Miss
Douffet about a job, and gives her a
letter of recommendation, They tonst
cach other with quaffl — a potent
drink made from mead, vodka, sugar
and lovage, o Europeon plant of the
gursley family used as a_home reme-

ly.

The Bir
Bloomfield Orches-
tre has monifested
ngain its tradition of
high standards and
excellence. Its pro-
gram Sunday at
Temple Beth El con-
sisted of six selce-
tions bordering on
the light and popu-
lar. This designation
is primarily duc to
the short duration of
these items.

The BBSO is a community orches-
tra which most of the time doean't
sound like one. Its sound is closer to
that of a major orchestra than most
other orchestras in its league. While
one can't ignore class dlatinction be-
tween orchestras, it was nevertheleas
interesting to hear the opening sclec-

AVIGDOR
ZAROMP

profc 1 gap, it was i to
note how close the BBSO's rendition
of this overture was to thot of the
more professional quality. Some bet-
ter control of the brasa section would
have made it even closer,

Ravel's “Pavane for a Dead Prin-
cess” needed o substantially smooth-
er sniling than the one in this per-
formance, which suggested that the
princess moy hove had some respira-
tory problems, But after some snags,
there were some credible solo horn
pagsages.

Stravinsky's “Firebird Ballet” is

ed

invariably
have a notural affinity for Amrican
music. Gershwin’s “American in Par-
is,” and Richard Rodgers’
“Slaughterhouse on 10th Avenuc”
ballet from “On your Toes” were
rather convincing in terms of authen-
tic approach.

In Gershwin's work, which is the
more popular of the two, there wae
the sense of fun and enjoyment when
tooting the special taxicab horns and
percussions, but there was also a good
sonotity in the more serious theme.

Fow works can approach the entnf-

h ey b itenval

BBSO concert an enjoyable experience

d st (center) and Julie Harris (right) in a scene from
“Lottice & Lovage” playing at the George Burns Theatre for the Performing Arts through Jan.

They become friends, and spend
time together octing out the execu-
tions of famous people in history. In
Act 3 we learn Miss Schoen was accl-
dentally wounded during ane of, thelr
scencs. Miss Douffct in unjustiy
charged with attempted murder.

Court-appointed attorney, Mr. Bar-
dolph (John Herton) provides some
comical moments, Miss Schoen
docan’t want to admit the trith be-
cayse it’s embarrassing.

o |

It all works out in the end as the
two decide to “set firc to ugliness to
show how benuty was murdercd.”

There were some lighting problems
in Act 1, but in spite of these, "“Let-
tice & Lovage™ helps cure wintertime
blues.

came through loud and clear, . .
Thé greater- challange. liea in 'the. |
idyllic theme, which requires’a more |
tender sound and precise intonation. -
This performance mostly filled the
bill on these counts, My most signifi-
cant rescrvation was that there was
hardly any shift in tempo when mov- ¢
ing from the battleficld dedcription to H
the more screne theme, The. latter §
sounded too rushed and hurried to ¢
have its intrinsic mood leave a lasting |
effect. :
For every orchestra there is room »
for improvement — and the BBSO is 5

among the .most highly
works by this composer. Its descrip-
tive colors and tonal spectrum are a
challenge for any orchestra, and the
effort fell short at times,

The “Infernal Bance” lacked some
polish and didn't quite have the mo-
mentum that one would expect. The

of ]
1812 Qverture,” This is the kind of
work thot tends to set any audience
on fire — even without the traditional
cannons.
While an indoor performance of
this work makes some strategic com-
promises inevitable — this music is

ne . But i to the,
BBSO is an enjoyable experience. It §
ﬂ::l’ be justly proud of its high stand- }
ards. N

Avigdor Zaromp, born in Poland, +

educated in lsrael and the United:
States, has a Ph.D. in math and has 1

““Romeo & Julict” to “South Pacific,” to “The Lit- tion — Dvorak's “Carnival Overture.”  results were better in the “Berceuse copable of a 1ot of bang even without  studied piano, music theory and his- |
tle Mormald.” For tickets;'call 478-2075. Even though we are aware of the and the Finale.” . the artillery. This aspect of the work  tory. . !
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