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. James T. Blohi has becomo
a partner at tch Southfield-
‘- baged Schmaltz & Company,
[« ‘P.C., Certified Publlc Accoun-
tants and Consultants, Bithl
I8 dn accounting ond audit
..partner gpccializing in finan-
ial | planning, tax planning
o and" business consulting for
logely-held busineases.

. been appointed account execu-

' Desmond, Inc, in Troy. Kon-

. nedy Is responsible for tho.

. management of the Hogopian

- Carpat and Punati Chemical

" acbounts, and will work on
special projects for . Ziebart
Tidy Car,

Sandra Knight has been

, named client service director

‘ for Services Marketing Spe.
clalists, Inc, a full-service
marketing consulting firm in

Detroit that provides strategic
marketing planning and pro-
gram {mplementation for sor-

- vice businesscs, She is respon-
gible for public relations coun-

- sel to clients in the . health
care, legal, architecturo and
enginecring pmfcsslon!. and
will expand the firm's new
businesa development efforts,

Edd Snyder has been
named vice president Casey
Communications Mannge-
ment, Inc, in Southfield where
he will act as a counselor to
- Casey Communications’ Man-
agement’s clients while devel-
oping and implementing pub-
lic relations programs for sev-
eral key accounts.

! Lyneo Hall of Dearborn has pm

. tive at Kolon, Blttker and |

)
Edd Snyder

To submit materials to this column, please send
a brief biographical summary along with a black-
and-white photo, if possible, to: Business Editor,
Observer & Eccentric Newspapers, 36261 School:
craft, Livonia 48150. There is no charge.

- B Owning a business nnd nur-
turing its growth can take some
unexpected turns, But rolling
with the punches has been n
survival tool for one local en-
trepreneur,

By Douc FUNKE
STAFF WRITER

Some businesses gradually change
focus over time. .

Then there arc those Iike Acrodata
in Plymouth.

Acrodata was launched {n 1976 o8
an instrumental repeir and caltbra-
tion laboratory by Frank Zuccaro, a
Livonia native. The firm now concen-
trates exclusively on computer sales
and serviees.

“I'never cease to be amazed,” Zuc-
caro snid of the transformation, “It's
been an amazing odyseoy, I suppose,”

He soid he currently employs five
and lost yeor hod gross sules of
$500,000.

But let's atart at the beginning.

-Zucearo learned instrumentation
repair while working for Zantop at
Willow Run Airport and going to
school at the Center for Creative
Studies. “My hobby was always art,
painting, creative crafts, things like
that,” hie said.

*Early on, Zuccaro-carned repair cer-
tification from the Federal Aviation
Admintstration. That would later be-
come a valuable credential,

Zuccaro followed when Universal
Altlines bought Zantop and moved to
California, but quickly tired of life on
the Weat Coast and returned home,

He found a job 88 a technician with

“Great Lakes Instrument Service.
* Before long, the partners there split
up. ‘Because Zuccaro, then 24, hnd
FAA ccnlﬁeatlon needed by the busi-
ness, the surviving partner made him
a partner and oven loaned Zuccaro
the money for his stake,

Adversity or apportunity?

But things didn't work out in the
long run, so Zuccaro decided to go
into bualnexe for }umself. stnr!lng
Acrodata in 1976,

An acrimonious legal battle ensued
over disposition over assets, Zuccaro
said he moved out some of the equip-
ment and set up shop in a rented off-
ice one floor above his former digs.

“1 started with $2,000, My big as-
sets were GM, Ford and all of their
business,” Zuccaro said, “ was editor
of a newsletter put out by the Michi-
gan Alrcraft Maintenance Associa-
tion, It was easy for me to pick up
business.”

Legal peace finally was rcnched nnd

chine. We bhought some fancy systems
and we got inside the machines and
found how casy they work. We started
fixing computer equipment.”

By the early 1980a, the business
was divided 50/560 between

ART EMANUELE/STAF? PHOTOORAPHER

‘Business odyssey: Frank Zuccaro, owner of Aerodata, concedes that even he is amazed by his
firm’s transformation from instrumentation repair to computer services.

air brush, oil, pastels,” he sald. .

New fork in the road
In December of 1989, Zuccaro |
received an offer he couldn’t refuse to

and instrumentation repair, Zuccaro -

said,

He then looked into software pack-
ages, a natural off-shoot of computer
hardware. In 1983, Acrodata became a
dealer for the 3D Studio software

Zucearo nurtured the b He
found that is was cyclical and tied to
the fortunes of the putomotive and air
freight industries. Diversifi culiun was
needed.

“I wanted some computers to do
some tracking and bookkeeping,”
Zuecero said. “I bought a habby ma-

package. The p?duct complementa

allow for computer viaualization and
animation.

Zuccoro was like a small kid in a
candy store,

*“I guess what drew me to graphics
was that the computer offered the
same capabilities electronically as an

sell the i repair arm of
the business. He used the proceeds to
buy computers, screens and tape re-
corders to demonstrate software capa-
bilities.

“It (3D Studio) really took the i in-
dustry by storm,” he said. “Wé’re one
of the tap 10 dealers in'the nation . .
terms of males and support.”

Zuccaro moved Aerodata to Plym-
outh from Belleville nearly two years
ago to centrally position the firm for
future growth in high-tech areas of .
Oakland County and Ann Arbor.
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Partnership to spearhead
employment opportunities

way through college. In 1991, after
18 years and 13 positions, Mnich

"BYDIANE GALE
- STAFF WRITER

' USMalntenance Corp, and Jew~
ish Vocational Service are joining
hands to traln and find jobs for
people with developmental dis-
*abilitics,

“One of our goals is to maxim-

ize their potential and help them
find employment,” according to
Linda Remington, Jewish Voca-
_tional Service, director of public
relations,
- Expect to sce more and more of
these ventures. In July 1992 a fed-
eral law requires employers with
more than 25 workers to accom-
n;odutu employees wlth disabili-
ties,

“In this case, JVS will assess

_ skill lovels, conduct on<job train.
Ing and try to find the most ap-
_proprinte positiona at USMainte-
nnncc, @ janitorial contractor

headquartercd in Oak Park.
The company. was founded in

Buy Or Refmance Now And Wel

1971 by its Chairman Rick Bren-
ner with a $500 inveatment while
he was a student at Michigan
State University,

Todoy the company has 1,600
employees in Michigan, Ohio,
Pennaylvania  and Kentucky.
They provide services for over 40
million square feet of office space
for clicnts like, AAA, Detroit Edi-
son, EDS, the Galbreath Compa-
ny, Equitable Life Insurance,
General Motors  Corporation,
1BM and WXYZ-TV.

“Wo hope this program will be-
come a motivating vehicle for
other businesses to omploy dis-
abled citizens,” according to Mike
Mnich, USMaintenance presi-
dent/chief executlve officer who
joined the company in 1973 as a
part-time janitor to help pay his

was promoted to hia current poai-
tlon,

“I think it could be a real boom
to the hendicapped pefson,”
Mnich sald. “To some people they
would normally think it is repeti-
tive or boring. When you're deal-
ing with hondicapped people,
they're people who haven't been
given a chance,”

Mnich, added that people with
developmental disabilities are of-
ten ideal employees who come to
work early and have good atti-
tudes,

“Nine times out of 10 even if
they’re sick, thcy show up for
work anyway,” he said,
love what they're doing.”
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New mouth guard hits market

‘BY DIANE GALE
BTAYF WRITER

{..Sherclyn Welss Kahn hos de-
.yoloped a sports mouth guard
 that dental oxperts havo endorsed
-as effective protection.

- “Wu I'olt the design is very ade-
‘yuate,” nccoxdlngw Dr. Chrlutlun
Stohler, of A

model) ien’t quite right.”

Athletes have begun to use tho
Weiss Kinesio Power Guard and
she has made sales to the Boston
Bruins hockoy team, sho said,

Wetsa Khan claims it increases
urcngth or apeed while protecting
nthlclca teeth oral tissucs, and

- facial pnin clinic professor and ro-
search scientist,
.. Weisa Knhn gencrated ideas
about how to make the dovico
during tha 16 years she has owned
Diversified Dental Servica Labo-
‘ratory In Farmington Hills, She
spent two years trying and reject-
ing dlfferent prototypes. After in-
yesting $4,000, mostly apent on
labor costs, she finally came up
with a product she wanted,
- “I really just combined data I
xvnd in journala and information
from doctors’ questlons,” Wclu
Kahn satd.
it *“Fhiére was a lot of trial and er-
mr " sho aald. “I would make ono

" on mynnlf. and I have doctors who 8,

have kids who play hockey and
they would say I.hin (tho carlier

. [N

mnnd!hulnrjolnl. 1f
thu jolnt is contorted it causes
pain, soreness, stress and tension
in the head end neck arca.

“When you'ro fecling less pnln
you increase your endurance,” sho
said, “Runners even like to wear
it, because thay wnnc to increase
thelr endurance,”

Stohler atmsaed ﬂmt he cannot
support the “power” aspect of the
g\mrd, becauss those claims ha-
ven't been proven,

But he added that the ths
Kinesio-Power Guard s a “so-
phisticated way to protect ath-
Tetes from injury.”

Dr. William L. Godwin, Univer-
sity of Michigan director for
pom Dontistry, - said Welss
Kahn's guard is “as good as any-
thing on the market.” Unlvcnlty

of Michigan athletes use a device
developed by the university. “Any
of the mouth guards work,”
Godwin sald. “Any of the mouth
guards protect.”

Weiss Kahn claims her guard
provides at least threo times more
protection than other “mouth’
guards.

One layer of the guard is denso
rubber and vinyl covering the out-

* glde of the teeth and guma. The -

second layer is n tough acrylic.

Athletes had beon wearing tho
standard mouth guard for 40
years, Weiss Kahn said, and peo.
ple complained that thuy wanted
more protection. ‘Thoy say (the
standard mouth guerd) is not
comfortable.”

Weiss Kohn hos been making
the guard for two yoars and has
sold it to hor friends, dental lab
contacts and their families.

Sean Frith, 15, has been wear-
ing the Welsa Kincelo Pawer
Guard for about two months, The

‘Farmington Harrison High .
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“They .

(ive You A Great Reason To Save,

ppostunities like this don't fast long, If
you'ic shopping for a new home or want
to refinance the one you owa, now is |he

time to save hundreds of dollars with lhr:sc .

great, low rates,

Lower your monthly mymcnls nn

your home. Or shorien your montgage team.

‘We alfer all kinds of loan oplions to li[your

, needs and we'll show you ways to save bolh
time and money.

"—\nggl%og -
: —‘ MONTOAAR INC, ) ‘

REAN IS AN AFFILIATE OF REPUBLIC BANCORY* INC., A REGISTERED BANK HOLDING COMPANY, M

But you better huzry - because these
rates won't Jast much fonger. To learn more

Daylon:

. aboul this limited llmc nl!cr call; M
liga M
Bloomfigld Hilts: V s (313646-7050 -
Famington Hills: {313)489-9400 »
Grand Rapids: ~ {616) 285-3200 s
Plymouth: “t313) 459.7800 N
Sterling Heights: ©(313) 264~5222 .
"Ohio Offices, '
Cincinnatiz (SI 3 891-136] N
(513) 4364802

2]

“Rate subject-to change and available on conventional, awnet occupied morgages arﬂ,
Treasury Note fate with a 2,875 margin and subject to nd;uslmcnl anhwally fos the lifc of the toam with 2 2% annual cap, 6% lfetime
Annual percentage rale is based on $100,000 loan wilh 2 discounts points. This offer is not valid with any other coupon,

Adjustable’ rate loan’ based on 1 year US




