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Buyers sample desx.gnS .

By JOAN BORAM
STATF WIITER .

Onco agaln, in an impressive demonstration of con-
splcuoun acrimping, citizens of Ohio, Indiana, Michigan
and Ontario throng the Michigan Design Center Annual
Sample Sale, The rallying ery is “60-70 percent off” aa
thoy trek from one to another of the four sales areas in
the Troy center.

If the January sale had an official movie, it would be
“Aladdin,” Oriental rugs are flying down the nisles of
the MDC, slung casually over a shoulder, over two
shoulders for the RV size. One cnterprising mother
stuffa o runner into the baby's stroller, while the father
carrics the baby.

Sighing, a shopper clad in o leopardskin jumpsuit
sinks into a leopardskin chair, where she promptly dis-
appears, leaviug, like th Cheshire cat, a blissful smilo
floating in the air. -~

A snleswoman is writing a receipt for a shopper whn
has just written a $425 check for three nosted bross-
and-glass end tables.

“*Hurry,” tho buyer plcnds. “go 1 can get them to the
car before remarso sets in.”

Probably the most noteworthy aspect of the sale cvery
year is that all the sheppers look so happy. They're
pleased with their purchases, but they're olso basking
in the experience of strolling through the pages of Archi-
u:clurnl DigeaL They 've heard | thut the MDC has a com-

of

that dreams are
mnde of, but sccing, as they say, is believing.

and tho custom bars, overy man goes Into a coma.

Pressing his nose o -gnlnat. thu p!uw xluu window, one
stands dlessly until 1ly, ho says,
“Maybo wa should finish the basement, Hon,” and vi-
stons of tho rear half of a red Chevy Bel Aire, with a
cowhide aeat whero the trunk ahould be, end a juke box
in the rear window, dance in his head.

Tho Gemoe Room manager, Lawrence Storm, sces the
MDC Sample Sale ns a positive experlenco for every-
body concerned.

“I sold some things at unbelievable prices, but the
Jong-lasting benefit of the salo is that the public has the
opportunity to see what's here,

“Game roons are much more in demand as a result of
the '90s trend towards cocooning, and they bring the
male into the design process. If a woman tells her hus.
band she's golng to redecorate the living room or bed-
room, he says, “That's nice, dcnr, and goes back to (he
sports section. But let her say, ‘Let’s plon a game room”
and he's up and ready to go shopping.

*Baby boomers e nostalgic for tho '50s, and this is
where the '50s are.”

By 11 a.m. the sale Is in full swing. The first wave of
shoppers {8 leaving, joyously carrying lamps, rugs, ta-
bles and decorative accessories of every description,
There's a line to make arrangements for delivery, where
stunned owners of scctionals that seat 18 are drawing
little maps even ns they mentally rearrange the living *

room.
D'Cufc hisses with sibil a8 i i

h

A voice rises ulmvn the others:

sales arcas, sh stand before
windows and disciiss where they could uso those hand-
painted tiles, or the very spot to put the amall secretary
desk from Italy, Tho Barnhardt presentation draws an
‘ndmlrmg crowd in front of the Normon Lacoff show-

-’l‘hc men are silent, plodding along patiently until
thoy get to the thirtysamethings' onswer to (¢}
Sthwartz: The Game Room. Glomming the giant paol
u(bles. the antique juke boxes, the popearn machines

“l know it's a good buy, but I still think we should build
the house before we buy the furniture.”

James Danto, MDC president, is delighted with the
public’s participation in the once-a-year event.

“Not only do consumers huw.\ the opporlunlly to ac-
quire designer-quality disc at a huge d

-but they get an idea of what's available in the market-

place. The average person doesn't realizo the mng‘mtude
of high-quality furnishings aveilable in the area.’

]Demgner architect to give Vlewpomt

.

.Mlchngnn Design Center's ongoing Vi Lecture

y of their interior

area

[of are wel
Jri bl

or buildct For complimentary de-

Serles begina the new year with two
déalgn professionala,

‘Consumers will enjoy hearing from interior designer
Rohn Goldman and architect Victor Saroki, the dynam-
ic duo who brought brownstones to Birminghnm. They
will discuss the working relationship between an interi-
or designer and architect, with particulars to the Merrill
Park Town Houscs in Birmingham.

Viewpoint will take place Thursday, Feb. 4, with a
9:30 a.m. continental breakfast and the lecturce at 10

a.m. Admission is $6 per person. To RSVP for this
event, send a check, payable to Michigan Design Center,
to MDC, 1700 Stutz Drive, No. 84, Troy 48084. Reserva-
tiona will be accepted through Monday, Feb. 1, For more
&éfnrmnlion. call 849-2020,

‘MDC 15 o resource marketplace for the interior design
mofcsxion. MDC showrooms are open to the trade only.

signer uml architect veferral service, call the MDC offico
ot 649-4772,

Goldman is o graduate of the Pratt Institute in New
York, and has worked as senior designer, lecturer and
consultunt across the country, He is currcnlly president
and owner of Ru)ln Goldman Dnslgns m Bloomfield

Hills, for resid He also
maintains an nﬂ‘m in New York City.
Soroki d from the L nce of

Technology and was off and running. Owner of Victor
Saroki and Associates in Birmingham, he has enjoyed
recognition fram peers, educators and the dcslgn com-
munity for his work on custom homes, scnior housing,
offices, rtail establishments, restaurants and more. Re-
ccntly he nccemed Honor Awards from the Americon

i Detroit and Michi .
for the Mcmll Park Town Houses.

Portralt painter subject of lecture

: Tha Paint Creck Center for the Arts will present a
lpncheanl]ccmm featuring Michael Farrell on Friday,
Feb. 12, at Meadow Brook Hall at Oakland University
in Rochester.

Reserve early with the PCCA lu ensure apace, Ad-
vance reservations must be made by Friday, Feb. 5. For
more information, call the PCCA at 651-4110,
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