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Winter garde

. thé_»ccnwr of each shrub to cn-

|
By MARGE ALPERN
d WhaiTER

"We gardenors visualizo our
plantings as we expect them to
Iook in their prime. Tulips, lilacs,
roaes or annuals are pictured in
full bleom, During the reat of

their cycle we'd just as soon forget -

about them.

‘But their timo of peak perfec-
tion is brief, and here in Michigan
our surroundinga are devoid not
just of colorful flowers but of all
green growth for many months of
the year. . :

" During the leafless months, ev-
ergreens gain enormously in im-
portance as focal points and seeve
to connect us to the world of na-
turo that wo love. As I look out
the frosty windows, my cye is
drawn to tho overgreons I've cho-
sen through the ycars and for the
most part I'm pleased.

*Two chomeccyparis have held
places of honor for many years in
differont sections of my yard.
These cvergreens have contribut-
ed grace and color with their flat-
téned . bright green spray-like
branches, Ono has a round shapg
‘and tho other {s pyramidal, but
both have a boneai.ltko appear-
ance aa I have carcfully pruned
thom to achieve a distinctive
shape. .

As small specimens of full and
bushy habit, chamaecyparis are
hardy, discase-free and very satis-
fying to watch grow. Each of mine
is planted close to an enormous
deciduous tree, which mekes a
spunning background and inter-
eating contrast in material, and
the smell chamaccyparis seems to
b almost cuddling up to them for
potection,

Thoere arc many forme of
chamaecyparis, sometimes called
lse cypress, and I'm not sure
hich varieties I have. In addi-
tlon to treo and shrub forms there
dre beautiful dwarf varietics. Con-
- noisseurs of dwarf evergreens tell
me that many exquisite speci-
mens can be obtained through ca-
talogs, and aur local nurscries oc-
casionally carry a small number
of different varietics thet are
worth trylng,

Yows deserve mention in dis-
cussing the winter garden if for no
her roason than that thoy are-
he most widely uscd evergreen in’
vmerica, especially in  formal
Jundation plantings. This great
green beauty {8 uscd in every way
from hedges to borders, screens,
walls and topinries, and now I'm
trying yews o8 & ground cover.
Taxus, tho official name for yews,
has many varieties and I purpose-
ly selected “Wardi” for this pur-
pose,

This Jow-growing yew sends out
long, fluffy branches that reach
from the edges toward its neigh-
bors. Over the years [ have pruned
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courago lateral and dlscourage
upright growth, As a result, I now

. have a bed of yow ground cover. It

I evorgreen, tidy, ful! and much
more Intoresting throughout the
year than the ivy or pachysandra I
othorwise would have planted
there,

Not only during the winter
months but all through the year, I
admire and respect the hardiness
and beauty of the evergreen hol-
liee. Ilex, as hollies are properly
called, aro the maln olement of
landacaping on the shady side of
our house and the rich acid soil in
which they are planted scems to
be just what they need.

Evergreen  hollies with their
stiff, lenthory, denso green leaves
with curly edgea are hardy, unde-

dl; and vory deairabl
Scatterings of red berries in the
winter time are beautiful against
the dark foliago and white anow.
Pruning of my hollies goes on all
year, as the cuttings provide stun-
ning follage for many flower ar-
rangements. Long after the flo-
wers aro gone, the holly leaves are
still erisp and beautiful,

I am rather proud of a small
umbrella pine that has grown very
well, planted in a protected corner
near the house, Scladopitys verti-
clllata, as it is officially called,
isn't uaed widely in our area be-
cause it is not reliably hardy. The
umbrella pine bears dark green
needles that are 3 to 6 inches long
in whorls of 20 to 30 needles and
is low and pyramidal in shape.

My plant has grown very slow-
ly, but the literature on the um-
brella pino suggests it will cven-
tually pick up its rate of growth, If
this evergreen is placed in a pro-
tected location and given one or
two sprayings of Wilt-Pruf during
the winter, it has a good chance of
surviving in our zone, The um-
bretla pine introduces an unusual
point of interest in the winter
scene, and I think it Is worth a
gamble,

The funny-looking, bent-over
and serewed-up shrub I see out of
the sunroom window is a member
of tho hazelnut group, Corylus,
and is popularly known as “Ha
Lauder's Walking - Stick.” Its
stems, branches, twigs and ten:
drila are curled and extraordinari-
ly twisted, making it a striking
specimen. ' :

At ita best in the winter when
all of its rather coarse and dull
leaves have fallen, this plant,
Corylus avellana contorta, is to-
tally hardy and desirable, espe-
clally in a small landscaped aren.
The twisted clippings from the
shrub are used extensively by flo-
rists and add a professional touch
to ane's own homemade flower ar-
rangements throughout the year.

Volunteer of Month
‘good DIA saleswoman

cre-
ative fund-ra-
isor for the
arts, a serious
collector of

Landay Volunteer of
the Month for the Detroit Insti-
tute of Arts Foundera Society,
Landay, a Farmington Hills
reaident, hoa scrved as a DIA vol-
nteer for 13 years, following o
guccessful 26-year cateor as an in-
terior designer,
Her current activity is with the
Biuseum Shop Committes, which
ghe has chaired in the past. She
works energetically in both the
museum shop at the DIA and at
ita brand-new location at the
Someraet Collection in Troy.

" ghops, Both are in exciting sur-
undings — but different,” Lan-
lay said. “When we take our
Yyreaks at the muscum, I can go
gpcnd time {n tho gallerles. At
omerset, 1 can enjoy ail that
itz .
: Elizabeth Decker, managor of
the Somerset store, calls Landay
a*‘real professinal. L
* “QOur customers love her. She
gives them tho old-fashioned per-
sonal touch, helps them® select
gifts, nnd follows up. She knows
what customer service means,” "
. Besides her work with the muy
seum shops, Landay has been a

the January .

YL love working in tho two .

. gallery Information atdo, has ar- -

ranged tours for Day Away with

tho DIA, and has served on tha™

.Graphlc Arts Council Board. Last
. ‘yeariahe deslgned the council's

s

and private collections,

Graphics is a major interest of
Landay and her husbend, Martin,
chairman and CEC of Globe
Trading Co. of Detroit. Their pri-
vate collection includes prints
and three-dimensionsl pieccs by
20th century American artists
such a8 Warhol,, Johns and
Lichtenstein, but extends to Pi-
casso, Chagall and Clemente.

Landay is currently on the
board of the Archives of American
Art/Smithsonian Institution, for
whom November made a national
reputation with her creative and
suceessful Mallbox Auctlon fund-
ralser,

For that project she invited 130

renowried artists throughout the
country to donate their talents by
creating a mallbox, to be-sold at
auction, Artiats included interna-
tionally known figurcs like Yoko
Ono, John Chamberlaln, Loulse
Bourgeols, Wendetl Castle and
Jenny Holzor. The project raised
moro than $110,000,

Landay is also on the exccutive
hoard of the Birmingham Bloom-
field Art Association.

The Landays are paronts of
four children, who live in loca-
tlons throughout the country.
Thoy are world travelers and mu-
sic theater fans,

For information on volunteer-

*.ing at the DIA, call 833-0247, The

musoum is open 11 am. to 4 p.m.
‘Wednesday-Sunday. .
The DIA musoum shops aro'in

_ three locations: at the museum,

.open. during muscum_hours; at

‘-~ Twelva Oaks Mall in Novi, open |
10 a.m. to 9 p.m. Monday-Satur-
day'and noon to 6 p.m, Sunday; -
-and at-the Somerset Collection,

apen 10. a.m, to 8 p.m, Monday,

. Thursday and Friday, 10 a.m. to 6
- pan. “Tuesday, Wednesdoy and
ar.; ouncil's . :Snturday, and. noon to 5 p.m.:
Cléveland tour to major corporate : .

Sunday, -

Ovor and above the low and in-
tercating spocimen shrubs are the
trees. Ameorican Indiana called
trecs the “Standing Nation,” and-
knowing this label has helped mo
think of trees as a higher form of
Iife than I had felt in the past.

The mugnlﬁccn‘ onks, shag-
bark hickories, ash’and even a few
surviving elms are our great trea-
surcs, They aro powerful neigh-
bors who contributg beauty and
strength to our surroundinge,
Their “lealy mensions" are gone
now, and thelr arms and trunke
are exposed. They are dramatle
and comforting,

Unfortunately, the first sight
one sces when coming up our
driveway 1a a huge structuro of
snow fencing — not pretty. Each
fall my husband surrounds the
English boxwood hedge with
wooden snow fencing to protect
this old, dellcate but very beauti.
ful planting. The hedge was here
when we moved into the house
and the cxtra care It demands
makes it a nuisance.

Mongnga Counseling A FREE CHOICE
omslnndlng Servica AN IN?:%dRMED
1 No cost- No Point Loans CHOICE
y A Equlky Loans at No Cost RdCHESTER AREA
Jang Grovas Envight, 4.0, Ylald Thousands of ASSOCIATION
'Hs" ";t"m“"' Dollara Today In Savings ogrhuu’ons
Tr: a7 St Rochester
/ i Financi ine. 957-9347 T2 | (313) 651-1800
Resldentiat Mortgage Lender

n features variety

The small-leaved Koroan box-
wood, which is overy bit as beau-
tiful as the English boxwood,
withstands snow and cold tom-*
peratures, and thrives in scveral |
arcas of cur yard without special
protection, would certainly have
been my cholce. Howaover, as long
as Bob, my husband, is wiiling to
ercct the fence each year, the Eng-
lish beauty will be enjoyed.

I course, 1 look forward to the
tulips and the steady progresaion
of bloom from May through Sep-
tember or even Octobor, But the
beauty of the evergreen stalwarts
in the garden helps me enjoy the
winter monthe and refrain from
wishing my life away ss I await
the first warm days of spring.

Marge Alpern is a Birmingham-
based freelance writer and avid

gardener,
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Call For Frece,

Private Consultation

» Current Market
Conditlons

* Mortgage Information

+'Market Analysis

689-7300

WEIR, MANUEL, SNYDER & R

Everything You Always
Wanted To Know
About Real Estate

But Were Afraid To Ask

|
Jack Cloud
pmager

ANKE

when applying and recelve

$100.00 towards your application

fee. For more information
and current rates call

|
|
|
|
s der 1 |
Clip this coupon and return it :
1
|
(313 477-6880 |
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OPEN SUNDAY 1-4

MOTIVATED SELLER
featuring 3 bedroom

8110,000. Ad Townahip

10 Acres! Sharp Ranch newly ‘remodeled 9n 1092,
{posalble 4ih}, with finished
walk-out Jower level and 3 car garage. Oreat buy at

650 Yule - K. of Brewer, W, of Tewnsend.

. 1.

Ball to benefit Polish art

Special nttractions will_bo
featured to celebrate the Bal
- Polonais 10th anniversary ball,
acheduled for Saturday,
20,
Club.

The traditional gala dinner-
dance will bonefit the Endow-
mont Fund for Polish Art at
the Detroit Institute of Arts,
the fund for the Michigan Op-
ora ‘Theatre's Detrolt Opera
House - rostoration and other
Polish cultural goals:

.Admission per person
$260 (Benofactor), $175 (Pa-
tron) and $126 (general). As a
special feature, general admis.

Feb,
at. tho Detroit Athletic

is

sion will bo $100 per person for |
payments reccived by Satur-
day, Feb, ‘8. For information,
call 642-2730 or 362-1968.

Bal Polonale has been a ma-
jor contributor to the Polish art .
‘collectlon at the DIA and was .
the major {$60,000) sponsor for ;.
the MOT presentation of the !
opera 'King Roger” by Karol ;4
Szymanowski last May. .

The formal:presentation of .}
the debutantes of Bal Polonais ;'
has become an established an. !
nua! tradition of this festive -
evening, and is regurded as the .
most elegant presentation of ;)
its kind in this part of tho')
country.

’

A MUST SEE.

.OUTSTANDING LOCATION AND VALUE

Graclous ilving. Impeccable Cape Cod In Wohderful Rudgate SulyY,
in the City of Bloomfield Hills. Very privit¢ with a breathtakingy|
view of a beautifully treed lot. First floor/master. Large roomsy
with hardwood floors. T x

$499,900
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Noefrzer

COMMUNI

ADULT

i

TIES

South Eastern Michigan’s

MOST SUCCESSFUL
- Aduli Communities

“Come Share Our Drea;m”

* 1 & 2 Bedroom
Ranch Units

« Private Entiles

« 142 Car Garages

» Clubhouse and
Nature Area

(Centennial & Red Ceda)

EXCLUSIVE COUNIRY LIVING FOR ADULTS 55 AND
(No tosident chiidren under molngo of 17 years)

« Sandy:Beach or Poo! ',
+ Holpolpt Appliances
« Full Basements :
» Optlohal Fireplace,
Famlly Room and ~ :]
Walkout Basements

OLDER’

Pre-Construction SALES'
Choice sites available

(Reservations now being taken)

Furnished Modeis!

OPEN...MON.-FRI. 42 fo 4 P.M/SAT, & SUN. 4210 5 P.M:;
{All Models Closed Thursdays)

South Lyon
COLONIAL ACRES

Groon Oak Twp.*
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RED CEDAR
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rom 900 From 62,900 From 62,800
(313) 4371159 ] [ (313) 437-8887 {517) 855-3448
Offorod by... Sobqpy... A,‘
CENTAUR CONTRACTORS, INC. COIONIAL ACHES REALIY

“From $139,990 to

' From summers on the seventh tee, to winters skiing through the woods, The '\
Heathers in Bloomfleld Hills lets you llve life to its fullest. With the amblence and

v amenitles of a firie resore, The Heathers offers quality-crafted homes in a number of
village settings. These bright and aity spaces feature oll the advantages of condominium
Tiving, with the latest [n creature comforts. Enjoy the tanquility of a lake and ponds, of
wetlands, trees, hiklng and cross-country ski trails, A private golf course, tennls courts,
pool, dining room and lounge are also available, Open every day from noan to six,
Square Lake Road between Opdyke and Adama. (313) 333.0300. . I
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$296’990‘l i Rb nou;usorl s;omens r.'I




