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Math, science MEAP scores ebb inhi’ghschdol e

BY RALPE R, ECHTINAW
STAFF WRITER

Everybody talks about how
MEAP acores went up or down
from one year to another, but why
do so many scores take a dive be-
tween the fourth-grade and 10th-
grado tests? Are the kids getting
progressively stupider?

Tako the Michigan Ed

<] EBDUCATION

exnm tests the students' general
knowledge of acienco topica,

Of Oakland County’s 28 school
dlstricts, all but two roported a
lower percentage of passing scores
on the 1ith-grade science test

Assessment  Program’s  sclenco
test, for example. Given in tho,
fifth, cighth and 11th grades, the

when i to the fifth-grade
test.

One extreme examplo is South-
field, where about 81 percent of

fifth-graders taking tho test last
Scptember passed it, but just 33
percent of the 11th gradors
passed. -

Results of the MEAP math test
are similer. Every school district
in Oakland County shows.a sig-
nificant declino in the percontage
of passing scores whon comparing
the 10th-grade test to the fourth-
grade test,

Even top-regarded school dise
tBr:cu reflect this trend. In tho
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1d Hills district about 68
percent of fourth-graders passed
the math test, but just 52 percent
of 10th graders did. And that 52
percent s the highest in the coun.
ty.

Not true of reading

This isn't a8 true of reading
scorea, most of which were up
somewhat in the higher grades.

Bob Greene, director of ovalua-
tion and research for Troy
schools, said the dropoff in math
and sclence is the result of four
things:

B The 10th-grade science and
math tests are more difficult for
10th graders than the fourth-
grade tests are for fourth-graders,
H Instruction for 10th graders is
compartmentalized (sclenco here,
Enn!h there) as appo:cd w‘lhg

in elementary school.

W Tenth graders have a lot more
going on in their lives than fourth
graders do.

8 And 10th graders don't neces-
sarily take the courses needed to
do well on the MEAP ecienco and
math tests.

“Some kids may not take any
math at all in the ninth grade,”
Greene sald. “We con do much
more in a more focused way with
fourth-grade students.”

Jim Stecby, tho assistant su-
perintendent for instruction at
Avondale schools, said that par-
ents are more apt to get involved
with their children’s school work
when they ore in clementary
school, but not so much later.

Parent involvement key

“There is o lot less parental
willingness to work with the chil-

dren as they.get older,”” he sald,
adding that open houses In cle-
mentary schools are much better,
pttended by parents than open
houses in high schools, .
Still, most school officials are
looking for ways to increase 10th
and 11th grode MEAP scores, and
most often the answer is to teach
subjects the tests hasi

tests during the '82-'93 school year,

Wapping the MEAP 8CONEs

Michigan Education Assessmant Program (MEAP) resuils forschools X
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Sclence®

teach them befors the tests are
taken.

For example, the 10th-grado
MEAP msth test has a lot of alge-
bra in it, 80 some students don't
pass [t juat because they didn’t
take algebra in the ninth grade.
Consequently, a move {8 afoot in
many school-districts to see thut
students are taught everything a
glven MEAP test covers and
taught it before the test,

Merle Bartloy, the director of
program development for Roches-
ter schools, said it's a mattar of
making sure “you're teaching the

skills and concepts being teated.”

Bartley added that somo schools
also try to mimic the MEAP teat’s
format when creating their own
tests. That way, he said, students
will fec] more comfortable with
the test structure,

All this becomes much more
important next year when gradu-
ating seniors can get a “state en-
dorsed” diploma only if they've
passed the MEAP reading, math
and science tests in high school,
Then beginning with the class of
'97, students who don't pass the
tests don't get a diploma at ail.

“It's become more of a high-
atakes kind of test,” Greene sald.
“Al school districts are looking at
it more seriously.”

In fact, schoel districts in the
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Knollenberg opeﬁs local ofﬁce_s:;

" US. Rep, Joe Knollenberg, R-
Bloomficld Township, h

aren are tops in the county in eve-
ry category with the exception of
fourth grade reading, in which
Novi students had the best

score:
fietd Hills stud, had

08 cstab-
lished offices in Farmington Hills
and Livonia to serve constituents
in Michigan’s 11th District.
Knollenberg, who was elected
in November, is the first con-
to

s,

the best math scores across the
board. West Bloomfield scventh
grade students were tops in read-
ing, as were Birmingham 10th
graders, Birmingham fiRth graders
scored highest in sclence, as did
Troy eighth graders and Wost
Bloomficld High School juniors,

the newly
constituted 11th District, which
covers parts of QOakland nnd
Wayne countics.

The Farmington Hills office is
located in the Northwestern Fi-
nancial Center at 30833
Northwestern Highway. The
phone numer is 851-1366.

A second office, located at
15439 . Middlebelt in Livonia,
opens its doors this week. The
phone number is 425-7557.

“My district offices are intend-
ed to be centrally located and as
accesstble to 08 many residenta of
the 11th District as possible,”
Knollenberg said.

Knollenberg elso has been os-
signed an offico in Washington,
D.C., located in Suite 1218 of the
Longworth House Office Build-
ing. Hie phone number in Wash-

ington is 202-225-5802.
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| wanted o know my baby and | would also

When my
routine pregnancy
suddenly wasn't...

goodness there's Hutzel Hospital.

For more information, ora

Dysician referral, call 745-5000.

Cantor: Chacren's HoSoRe! B Mchygan » Datiod coning MOS0l and Universay Hoaan
Pron Valey Hospiad « Hazel Hosotal @ Rehabidaton 1nttiule of Mehgan » DMC
© 1022 Deus Meccl Canter -

Twas glad I'd chosen Hutzel, eom the beginning, my pregaancy was
described as “normal.” So when 1 wanted a private room—one where labor, delivery, and

recovery could all take place-my doctor had no objections. But if something went wrong,

Lol Bt sk

ave the most knowledgeable specialists and the

latest medical technology neasby. So | chose The Detroit Medical Center’s Hutzel Hospital.

To my surprise; Hulzel's privote LDRP {labor, Delivery, Recovery, Pos%chmﬁﬂ rooms ys)e‘rg . 47 :

- omong the mast spacious and beauiiful Id seen. | wos glad | could bein one-and that d cho.;gn S
Hutzel. Because at the last minute, my baby developed complications ando Técm of Fuizel

specialists was right there to provide the care we both needed.

like a lot of other women, F've leared there's no such thing as a "rouline” pregnancy. Thank

Hospital

Hestn Core Conters.

‘Wayna State Unlversity

Contor » Gioce Hospta » Hurpe osotal . =
grs ® DWC Occupatonal Heath Sevices .
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