. The Observer/ THURSDAY, JANUARY 28, 1993

Witness -from page IG A

- .“One thing that has affected want the builder to do,” Facca lI:S\llnlly deeling with a stubborn
dor. .

" our buainess 1s tho economy. Peo-.

ple aren’t getting pald as readily
and that has resulted in moro liti-
gation,” Facca said.
Facea explained the lein fore-
closure process.
“A devoloper hires a general
. contractor. Thoy agree on a price,
‘The guy pays 90 percent but with.
holds the last 10 percent. The
general contractor can file a leln

sald, “Bo clear and apecific. Be
careful In choosing your builder.
Visit houaes ho has built and talk
to tho owners.” J
* Lester Burton has scen o lon's
.share of building.related diaputes
a8 n former - l:hnlrmnn of the

Bullders in dispute over monoy
owed “have inndequate financing
or they're being an SOB. There
are a lot of bad people out there,”

Kids ‘blocked’ toward careérs:

By Manry Bumuqur:
BYare Write

Imagina bclng a kid and being
urged to play with blocks,

That's what's In storo I'For 22(7)

said Button, a former presldont of
the Builders .ﬁuocintlon of

and C State

Licensing Board.
“Poor communication between
the builder and homeowner is the

Chuck Broidenstein teaches
courses, for construction and real
estate license tralning for NCI

to collect the last 10 percent. main problem,” said Burton, of Asacciates. Clients range from la-

Most owners will come up with
thu money at that polnt,” Facca

Structurnl defecta like a leaky
roof, architcctural problems like
not cnmplylng with handis

Burton Share in Bingham Farms.

““Sinco our company was eutab-
lished by my father in 1905, we've
built 10,000 homes and never had
a lawsuit,” Burton sald, “When a

codes are other reasons to go to
court, ho said.

“The biggesat dispute brlnging
hemeowners to court Involves not
defining well enough what thoy

8 wo Batis!
him. It {sn't worth fighting over a
few ‘hundred dollars, We an

many other home builders will
meet a homeowners' mmp]nln
Those that end up in court, you're

‘A BARGAIN
THAT HAS VALUE

Get Ready for m.@
@@mﬁ@vnan Fa

borers to enginegrs.

“I made a decision years ago
not to go to court as an expert wit-
ness. Because of the complexity of
construction, there's a wide mar-
gin for error. It's too casy to be
critical," sald Breidonatein. “The
pmblcm is there is no dispute res- .
olution plan for the building in-
dustry. Problems get blown out of
proportion that could've been ro-
solved without going to court.

Breidenatein has degrees in ed-
ucation and technieal training.
He has been a course writer and
presenter since 1979,

“Unless you've got an attorney
who has a background in con-
struction, you could end up in fit-
igation for ycars.”

' whon the National Assoclation of
Woren in C

nesses.”” It reprosonts engincers,

accountants, architects,
draftsporsons, [nspectors and ap-
pralsers,

The contest was instituted to
make the public more aware of
tho construction [ndustry, she

i in 1980, NAWIC

a block building contest at North-
land Mall in Southfield.
“Those of us Involved in the
building businesa saw a need to
. communicate the positive aspecta
of a future in construction,” said
Christy Winter, event chuirwom-

an,
It will bo the first time metro
Detroit will play host to tho nn-
tional contest. Contestants will be
atudents in grades one through
six chosen from four Detroit pub-
lic schools — Pricst, Houghton,
MacCullough clementaries and
Maybury Multicultural.
“Wo want kids to
school, to target them
consider the bullding
said Sarah Keiser, it

stay In
carly to
trades,”

clect

sald.

uscd building blocks ln contests
around the country as a vehicle to
motivate children toward the con-
struction industry. Kids built
spacoports, alrports, castles, play-
grounds and other structures with
the borrowed building blocks.

. “Onco children are allowed to
uso their imagination and develop
thelr abilities, using skills as well
as educatlon, the sky’s the limit,”
said Winter, a past NAWIC direc-

r

“This e the first time the con-

test is being held in the Detroit

aren, but it looks like it will be

held again next year,' aaid Keiser,
She sald the contest in the past

was atmed at junlor high Ievcl

but the 1

o~
2

of NAWIC Detroit chapter,
Kelser of Livonin works in
property management consulting.
She deezribes NAWIC a6 “a nice
network of professfonal women,
many who own thelr own busi-

found older children often have
their career choices made.
Although the contest is spon-

?"1

¢

sored by a professional, womcn{e!
organizatlon, Kelser sald the con--
test is open to boys and girls, i

“The school district is using-
this as o' positive thing for chile;
dren who have dono well,” nhd'
sold.

"\Ve hope this will raise th:irv
solf-esteem and at the same timec
shaw them there is o whole induss
try out there to he considered, It;
might give them a broader Idea of !
what to do with their lives.”

There will be first prizo winners
in each class with the best being "
selected as a grand prlmwinner of
a $50 savings bond and d chanco.!
for the entry to go onto a regional .
conteat, i .

: e
ch child entered will n.'celva
gifts and awards provided by thg,,
sponsors and patrona, Speakers,,
will stress the importance of stay-
ing in school and concentrating .
on math, seicnces and computersm.

The public is welcome to via
the contest, which will begin at )&
am. on Saturday, Feb. 27,
Northland Mall.
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Pheasant Glen

Canton

uxury Condos with 2 bedrooms,

Buy your 2% acre 2 baths and fuif bascments, All

coun eatate have attached two car garages.
now at todny's low Prices starting at $127,900.
prices and build later. Open dally 1-5 p.m.
Timberview 1s Tocated withina lnulcd on Cherry Hill just E.
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an Pointe, These luxusrious condeminiums in

Individual homes with

tocvery day, condominium convenience,
}  Surochosndy o spe | | Uniaue model plans or $249,500
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Everyone’s Flocking o
To See Our Fabulous New Models
From $169,900.

You'll find our brand new coflection of detached condominlum homes
more affordable, more liveable and more lixurious than ever bafore!

Wo've added exciting new ranch, colonfals and 1% story loft plans with
alry, open Interlors, bmathtaldnu vioded views and prime sites for
walk-out fevels.

So come see our fumished models and remarkably naturd surroundings. i

Now we're even easier to get to, via newly paved Halsted Road. who prefer the privacy, first floor jaundrics, central air, 2 car aftached
Once here, you'l find The Lagoans sults T:.fylcnc:r:?\::gft'.:“ e garage, cedar deck, appliances and mud .T,“','o‘c' -
varlety of lifestyles, most especialty yours. * maintenance-free R R =
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Impeccably crafted from

Inside, the floor plans are
free fowing with open tooms.
vaulted ceilings. extensive use
of glass, entertalnment areas.
lofts and more. Quality and

. atiention to detail is evident
at every turn

Outside, mesmc 5
European desigst wi
Medilerrancan blend 01 brick
and cedar. A central
waterscape with lighted
[ountains and walking course
complements the iFmpch«Ahle
ot |l

Herm:
tural mastery.

soaring.

fine art of lving well.

. Villegeat

street lights and rich brick pavers. And, of course,
an Frankel's unmistakable touch of architec-

Preview The “Collector’s Edition”

At Simsbury, exquisite design is not just an art
form, but also a way of llfe. Classic ranch and
two-story plans showease up 10 2,900 square feet
of flowing spaces that will send your imagination

And, with prices from $182,900 to $259,900, its
easy to share Herman Frankel's passion for the

Located in West Bloomtield on Farmington
Rosd, just north of 14 Mile Road.
toformation Center Open Dally & Weekends
Noon6 pm (Closed Thundayh

851-3500 Model * 683-3500 Offlce

Visit FOX RUN, the community with the mature
adult in mind. Two and three bedroom ranch
style homes from 1330 to 1675 square fu.t with




