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Some see assessment mcrease as call to arms

BY PAT MURPllY

Hem s a messogo to homeown-
ers from Patrick Anderson, the
. Farmingten Hille businces execu-

* tivo and tax foe: Consider nows of
an impending property tax in-
creaso as a call to arms.

Sometime soon — probably
this month — Oakland County

* homeowners will be notified that
thelr property tax assessments
will go up - following a two-year
frecze.

These notices — and the tax
hike they likely foretell — will
definitely fuel voter rage, predicts
‘Anderson. News of higher assesa-
‘ments will be llke pouring gaso-
line on an already raging fire.

" “Peoplo are going to pay more,”

said Anderson, who has beon port
of several taxpayer revoits, “And
they're not golng to lke it.”
Vaters are disappointed we ha-
ven't had property tax reform al-
ready, he said. And the most re-

cent assessment hike — a re-
minder that tax policis are 1978 Headleo
H itable — will galvani

TAXES

port last week from tho stato Tax
Commiesion and the Michigan.
Department of Treasury, Resie
dentlel property assessments in
1993 will be up 11 porcent state.
wide, according to the report. ‘
Increases will vary from county
to county, oven from_ nelghbor-
hood to neighborhood. Iron Coun-
ty, for example, is expected to sco
increnses aversging 3.9 percent,
while In Leelanau County the re-
port said assessments will go up
29.6 percent, on the average.
Macomb residents ean expect
increnses averaging 9.4 percent,

Ausuarnoms will go up 6 per-
-cent in Birmingham. “But that's
not a lot,” snld adacegor, Carol

for two years (tho life of tho
freezo),” ho sald. “But I don't ex-
pcct any reaction until later, when

{with the Legislature),” eald Du-
gan, who In the mid 1980s helped
lead o taxpayers' uprising.

Dugon and and Dtlwra see o sud-
den, decisive reaction.
“We're tired of playlng games

Humun. g over two

“l‘vu had some phone calls —
mostly because of newspaper sto-
tles — but nothing out of the or-
dinary,”

get thelr
Then, some people will hit the
roof. Others will be happy their
bill didn’t go up ae much a8 they
expected.”
A spokesman for the asaessor's
office in Farmington Hills- said

Golng up

Average assessmant Increases for reskdential property in the Observer & Ecoentric
readorship rea for 1990,

the report sald, while
in Oakland will sco hikes averag-
ing 6.9 percent. Homeowners in
Wayno will suffer assessment
hikes of 10.6 percent, on average.
The link between higher as-
sesaments and more taxes Is
somewhat blurry because of the
tax limitation
In theory, millage

them into action,

The asscssor in Southfield —
where residentinl assessments
will increase about 11 percent —
used more visceral terms. “People
will be P. . .cd off,” said Emest
E. Beren.

Already angered by high taxes,
the House Fiscal Agency scandal,
salary hikes in Lansing, and a
feeling the Legislature is inept,
voters will likely be jolted into ac-

- tion, according to Anderson and

++ others,

' Extend freeze?

“We'll ace one of two things,”

! predicts Raymond B. Dugan, a

Troy resident and spokesman for

.+ the Oakland County Paxpayers

. Association, “Either 1

. extend the freeze (that expired in
+ 1992) before the new nssessments
- take effect, or there will be the
biggeﬂt recall effort in state hiato-

'I‘ngscnng thia reactlon is a re-

A photography contest and
+. show by Oakland County employ-
.. ees, spouses, retirees, or their

++ children; and residents of Chi-

dren's Village opens Feb. 1

i . through March 12 In tha Galleria

ot Do L

ﬁ,‘" HOURS: Mon-Sal: Toto ar + 800 p.m (DioomBerd, Thua urih 830 p.m vy

For the Best
Specials of

\ 589-1700

“ rates wlll go down as nssessments

increase faster than the rate of in-
flation.

But few people, if any, believe
the Hendlee Amendment — even
if opplied scruputously — will
pave them from paying higher

_property taxes.

Asa rnnult. thny will ba anxious
to support any legitimate initia-
tive for tax reform, said Anderson,
That support might gulvunlze ba
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volt — it probably won't mulerial-
ize until residents get their actual
tax bill, State law requires they be

ven application results from a
vnrh:ty of factors . . , such as the
hood itself ond

notified of the hike,
and soon. But the tax bill generat-
ed by that won 't come until Iatcr,

preference. Both put upward pres-
sure on prices, and they drive up
ta and the tax bill,

on the i

munity. Being notified of o higher
aasessment is quite different than
getting the tax bitl itself.

“Nehody likes paying higher
taxes,” said Kenneth Courtney,
the nssistant clty menager for
finance in Troy, where nssess.

ments are expected to increase by
7 percent.

“But people knew it was com-
ing. They hadn't had any {ncrease

Depending on customer da-
mand and other factors, houses in
the $300,000 range might get hit
harder than those around $60,000,
he said. “But there's no way to
tell ifthat's going to be the case in
Rachester Hills thia time.”

While individual communitics
— and hemeowners — don’t know
what the higher assessments will
mean Immediately, people like

‘Oakland hike smaller
than Wayne, Macomb

Don L. Bailey, manager of the “There arc so many variables,”

tax cqualization . in  Oakland
County, sald he can’t explain why
Onkland’s average increase, 6.9
percent, is lower than the adja-
cent counties of Wayne (10.6 per-
cent) and Macomb (9.4). “But ac-
tually, we're not that far apart,

sald Bailey, including how recent-
ly properties were reassessed. The
increases in more affluent com-
munitics may be lower because
the market for $300,000 homes is
off, he said. _

hind the g
which calls for a 20-pnr¢cnt re-
duction in property tax. Or voters
might line up behind anather, as
yet unennounced, tax reform
measure,

But people are ready for tax re-
form, Anderson insists.

Others familiar with property
taxes ogree that homeowners feel
overburdened, even ravaged. But
they don't necessarily sce those
feelings translating into the revolt
predicted by Anderson, Dugan
and others,

County sponsors photo show

of the Exccutive Office Building
in’ the Oakland County complex
at 1200 N. Telegraph in Pontiac.
It's sponsored by Ouskland
Colinty Cultural Affairs and
chaired by David Van de Grift.
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CARPET & UPHOLYTINY CLEANING

the Year
call:

2/
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DOLLHOUSES

MINIATURE

& Toy Sotaien Shop
2947 W, 12 Mile « Barkdey
(310) 5433116 « MSat. 10530, Fr. 100

- ARE YOU CARING FOR SOMEONE
- WITH MEMORY PROBLEMS

. WHO IS ALSO HAVING
PROBLEMS WITH URINE CONTROL?

Professor Mary Jirovec at Wayne State

Sty University College of Nursing is studying urine
control problems in elderly persons with memory problams.
Volunteers wanted! Her nurses will come to your home at

BUILDING, BUYING
OR REF[NAN CING...

Standard Federal has a money—sawng mortgage
that’s righ

t for you. -

ing mongage lender.

W) ast year, we helped
over 46,000 customers
with a variety of mortgages.
Take a look at what we can offer you.

You'll see why we're Michigan’s lead-

1fyou're interested in lowering
AT house pay-

ments, you really

owe it 10 yourself

1oalk to our

mongage special-

dollar go even further,

Our 5-and
7-year mortgages
are great money-
saving options
because rates are

even lower than

option 1o convert toa fixed-rate
mortgage al any time.

As for home buyers, your Realtor
or Builder can show you how the

current low rates can make your

closing.

Lock isin c[fcc(, your loan will be
closed at the rate that was available
when you applied for the loan or, if

lower, the rate in effect at the time of

Call or visit

you choose, it
will have our
unique Rate Lock
feature which

guarantees that

your convenlence. For more
Caregiving Project office at

(313) 577-4205

call the C

WSU Is an EE/AA omployer

&

#Dittrich's Fur Exchange™

. Did you ever wish your

7373 Thied Ave. (W, «muw
318 N, oocward Ave.

Fur was from Dittrich?
It can be with a

Double
“Trade-In

\Allowance
3/ On Anyg Fur
‘Now through Saturday
The very best time of the year
to receive the highest
allowance on your old fur.

arcu /runs

ists about our
adjustable-rate montgage. 1f you'te

l refinancing, you may be able to save
thousands of dollars ever the life of
your mongage, You can build equity
faster, or even pay off your home

more qu lci(ly. And you have the

they ate for longer term loans.

Or, ilyou
prefer, we offera
very competitive
raie on our longer-
term fixed-rate

J MOrgages.

But no matter which mongage

100 Years Of Helping You Along The Way.™

your neighbor-
hood Standard
Federal Banking
Center about any

of our money-
saving mortgage products. With rates
this low, there’s no better time to trim

your operating expenses.

Standard Federat Bank
Savings/Finanglal Services

1-800/643-9600
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