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Neighbor furious over

By LARRY O'Connonr
Stary Wamen

At 11 am. Farmington High
School student James Poindexter
stands on the corner of Shinwas-
see and Lake Way. He's there ns
long as it takes to hove o ciga-
-Tette,

‘it’s nonsense over
here. Someone has to
control these kids.’

Frank Migliore
FHS neighbor

Frank Migliore {8 smoking, too
- smoking mad, that is, The resi-
dent across from the school is up-
sct about how students congre-
gate in front of homes during
lunch breaks,

Migllore said kids trespass,
walk behind i houses

rector Gary Goss.

All three are taking steps to
carrect the matter.

Goss soid tickets will be issued
for loitering o jon of to-

students congregate there because
amoking is banned on school
grounds.He said the problem
started Tuesday when Migliore
came out and “started griping for
no reason.”

Migliore became irate when a
neighbor tried tomove her car out
of the driveway but was blocked
by a group of 12 to 15 students.

When asked to move by Mi-
ghiore, some of the kids used pro-

fanity.
Poind admits he heard

r
baecco by minors. Both are mis-
1

and use foul larguage when
thoy're asked to leave. They also
leave ci butts and

and corry a i
penalty of 90 days in joil and a
$500 fine,
Last Wednesday, a patrol car

behind, he added.

“It's nonsense over here,” Mi-
gliore said. “Somecone has to con-
trol these kids,”

Migliore went before the Farm-
ington Schuol Board Tuesday to

manitored the situation. Only 2
few students turned upat 11 am.
Poindexter was one of them,
“Personally, I don'’t feel we're
doing anything wrong," said Poin-
dexter, 18, “We're 18, and we're of
age. Thif (sidewalk) is public

complain.

Building and Studs Service
director Don Cowan said he's
aware of the problem. So did
Farmington High principal Jim
Myers and acting public snfety di-

Low test

"BY MARIE CHESTNEY
STAFF WRITER

Clarencevilte School District
cannot survive if its students are
unable to get' passing scores on
the Michigan Education Asscas-
ment Program (MEAP) exams.

That warning was given at
Thursday night's board mecting
by Clarenceville trustee Linda
Brandemihl.

Brandemih!’s warning came af-
ter Superintendent. David Kam.
ish called the 1992-93 scores em-
barrassing and disappelnting and
announced that beefing up the
reading, math and science currie-
ulum would be the district's num-
ber one priority in the months
shead. Clarenceville includes
northeast Livonia, southeast
Farmington Hills, and northwest
Redford Township.

A new state cndorsement of
high school diplomas in 1994
threatens the district’s future,
Brandemihl said.

“With that state-endorsed di-
ploma we will be out of business,”
Brandemihl satd. “There no long-
er will be a Clarenceville if we
don't send a strong message (of

property
Goss said if someone’s passage

is impeded, it's considered loiter-

ing — public property or not.
Poindexter soid he and other

some others swenring during the
incldent. *This one kid has a big
mouth. He atarted in with his foul
mouth. He went too far.”

Residents have complained be-
fore. *'It has been & problem in the
past,”* Goss smid, “but not an
overwhelming problem.”

Cowan concurs, and the issue is
not particular to Farmington
High either. He said the key is a
positive working relationship be-
tween the schools and i

ty.

Said Migliore Thursday: “I'm
sotisfied at this point they're
going to take immediate action.”

SHAKON LEMIEUXISTARY PHUTUGIAS

Lighting up: Student James Poindexter puts a match to his smoke in front of Farming-"
ton High School. Police responded after residents complained about smoking students.

scores threaten C'ville survival — trustee -

how important the tests have be-
come), The board will not tolerate
these scores, They are unaccept-
able.” N

In 1994, the state will require
that graduates carn passing
scores on the three MEAP tests to
carn a diploma officially endorsed
by the state.

To get a state-endorsed diplo-
ma, students must achieve at
least category 2 on the reading
portion of the MEAP grade 10
test, at least 50 percent of the ob.
jectives on the math portion of
the grade 10 test, and at least 50
pion of the grade 11 test.

Clarenceville’s  10th-graders
this year scored 15.4 on the math
test and 41.1 on the reading test.
Eleventh-graders scored 45 on the
sclence test.

Those numbers reflect the per-
centage of atudents who did satis-
factory work on the tests.

Anger tinged Kamish's voice as
he lashed out at.a district which
he said does not teach its stu-
denta concepts now taught on the
MEAP tests. B

*“It’s a shame our students have
to take a test on information they

[ ‘With that state-endorsed diploma, we will be
out of business. There no longer willbe a
Clarenceville If we don't send a strong mes-
sage (of how Important the tests have be-
come). The board will not tolerate these
scores. They are unaccoptable.’

Linda Brandemihl

Clarenceville trustee

have not mastered,” Kamish said.
*Our students need the chance to
master the outcomes prior to tak-
ing the test. We can't continue to

in a letter to all workers.

“1 met with the union president
and the union soid something
needs to be done. The union

wholcheartedly backs anything
that needs to be done. I talked to
middle school teachers and they
said it's about time that we got
our priorities straigh i out.”

to make sure students are learn-,
ing concepts taught on the MEAP:
tests, Komish snid, .

The math curriculum will be
i Kamish said.

Kamish is to meet Monday
with administrators.

“The building principals are
behind this 100 percent; central
administration is too,” Kamish
xnid. “Some staff will grumble,
hut FIl meet with them and set:
them straight,”

The superintendent and school
officiols Ralph Skrocki, -Cheryl
Leach nnd Pat Vickery will visit
classrooms in the months ahead

e .
The district-wide assault to im-
prove MEAP scores will be-
Clarenceville's top priority, push-
ing o planncd bond issue to up-,
grade school buildings into the,
background, Kamish said.

(F3n’-

“Qur students are more import-

ant,” Kamish said. P

David Simowski, Clarenceville
High principal, met Friday with,
students to discuss the impor~
tance of the tests,

do that to our

“Thix is not our students’ fault.
our fault. I'll accept no ex-
for this, i i
excuses, This is embarrassing for
our students who deserve ‘to be
with an institution that gives
l:p:-m results they can be proud
ol

David Kamish
school superintendent

Change will take place immedi.
ately, Kamish told employees in o
series of meetings this week and

Voters decide tax renewals

Voters in the Far Pub.

lic Schools will decide Tuesday
whether to rencw three ycars
worth of tax authorizations.

Polls are open 7 a.m, to 8 p.m.
As in last Junc's school board
clection, eight precincts will be in
operation.

The proposal asks voters to re.
new 12,0834 mills, which is $31.1
million of the school operating
budget.

Combined in the proposal:
M 4.31556 mills that expired in
1992, -

H4.3155 mills that will expire in
1993, and A

83,4524 mills that will expire in
1994, -

Farmington Public Schools

Those reflect the cff
Headlee Amendment rollbacks,
...and sre.subject to future reduc-
‘tions under a 1991

the General Property Tax Act.

Though this is a renewal, the
word “increase” will appear on
the ballot. That's enly because
4,3165 mills expired lost yenr, and
the one proposal is technically an
Incrense from zero. A legal re-
quirement atipulates the word bo
included in the ballot Janguage.

A turnout of 4,000 to 5,000 Is
expected.
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Farmington Hills will use
some county money to widen
Haggerty Road between 10 Milo
and Grand Rlver.

The money will come from
money designated for county
roads under the Tri-Party Rond
Improvement Program. The

bulk of the monoy the city re-
ceives, some $143.400, will go to
the 12 Mile Improvement
Project at Rollcrest in front of
Harrison High School. The re-
mainder of the $170,758 the city
receives in 1993, $27,368, will g

to the project. . -

County funds help widen Haggerty

Farmington Hills is contrib-
uting $56,919 to tho program,
which pays for road improve-
menta to county roads. The city
council approved the Haggerty
project by a 6-0 vote Jan. 25,
with councilman Terry Sever
nbsent,

GARDEN

MEET ARTIST

AND DESICNER
NANCY COHN

Friday, February 5
From 11 a.m. to 3 p.m.
Birmingham
Store for the Home
From 5 to 8 p.m.
Livonia

Bring the lush beauty of the garden inside;

dress your table with handpainted

fabrics from Nancy Cobn Designs. The artist
will paint a design of your choosing or,

select napkins and placemats from a collection
of the artist’s fruit and floral designs.

Nancy will sign and personalize

your purchase.

Jacobson’s
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ANN ARBOR * BIRMINGHAM ¢ DEARBORN ¢ GROSSE POINTE ® ROCHESTER * LIVONIA

Shop until @ pm. on Thursday and Friday. Until 6 p.m. oo Monday,
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