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February’s too short for all of moon’s phases

- $76 per

This is the
month in_ which
tha pivotal ques-
tion is asked:
“win the
groundhog sce
his shadow?"’
Not if he lives in
Michigan! If he
lived in a place
where the sun
was visible more
often, like Seat-
tle, it might be
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another story,

The folklore surrounding the
groundhog is not limited to North
America. In parts of Europe it's
bear or a badger that is the au-
thority; in some areas of northern
Europe, where Feb. 2 s Condle-
mas Day, this day merks the be-
ginning of spring planting.

No matter; the good news is
February is the shortest month of
the ycar, ond we can thank poli-
tics in Roman times for that.

The ancient Roman celendar
originally began with the month
of March and ended with Febru-
ary. It was an imperfect cafendar
and, over the course of many cen-
turies, was no longer in synchron-
izotion with the scasons. Calen-
dar reform was badly needed.

The calendar would have been
much easler to deal with if the
year was exactly 360 days long.
There could be 12 months, each
having 30 days. Unfortunatcly the
carth tokes 365.26 days to com-
plete its orbit and those extra 5,26
days compllcate matters.

it was Julius Caesar who
brought the calendar back inte
step with the seasons, He decreed
thot the months would alternate
in length, having either 31 or 30
doys. March, the traditional first
month of the year, was given 31
doys. April followed with 30 days,
May had 31 and so on. By the

. time February, the last month of

the year, rolled around there
needed to be only 29 days to add
up to 365. February would have
its full 30 doys only once every
four years to allow for leap year.

Being very pleased with the re-
sults, Julius Cuaesar modestly
named one of the months “July”
to honor himself. His successor
was hig nephew Augustus, who
felt that he was entitled to have a
month named for him as well,
henee August.

But because August followed a
month of 31 days, it had only 30
days of its own. That was com-
pletely unacceptable!  Augustus
decided that his month should
have just as many days as his un-
cle's, so he took one day from Feb-
ruary and added it te August.

That left February with only 28
days (29 on leap years), At least
that gets us one day closer to
spring! We, in the northern hemi-
sphere, should be grateful this
short month falls in winter and
not in summer, The people south
of the equator have reason to cry;
they are not so fortunate!

Becouse February is so short,
the moon will go through only
three of its four phases. There was

Wine tasting
aids center
for mediation

Hearts and . Handshokes, an
evening of wine tasting to benefit
The Settlement Center, takes
place from 5:30-9 p.m. Thursday,
Feb, 11, at St. George's Cultural
Center, 1616 Woodward, Bloom-
field Hills. .

Leading the handshakes as
guest hosts for thia pre-Valentine
celebration will be Bob Allison,
Henry Baskin and Colleen Bur-
car. Ed and Juliette Jonna of
Merchant of Vino will again pro-
vide more than 100 wines for tast-
ing, and cuisine from Juliette's
kitchen,

The third annual event is spon-
sored by the Oakland County Bar
Association Public Service Proj-
ecta Committee headed by attor-
ney, Joseph Hemming. Commit.
tee members have assembled a 8i-
lent auction, which highlights
sporting event tickets, use of sov-
eral 1993 cars, dinner and theater
tickets and a trip to London.

Under the leadership of the
Oakland County Bar Association,
The Scttiement Center was estab-
lished in 1989, With the guidance
of the Michigan Supreme Court,
the center provides mediation ser-
vices to all residents of Oakland
County.

“Mediation is an opportunity
to bring membera of the commu-
nity, wha are at odds with one an.
other, Into improved relations,”

a first quarter moon shortly be-
fore the start of the month {on
Jan, 30), and there will Lo another
immediately after (on the first
day of March), but there will be
no first quarter phase in Febru.
ary! (Had this been a leop-year,
the first quarter moon on March 1
would have ended up on Feb, 29.)
Although we won't see one of its
phases, the moon will make a full
circuit of the sky this month. On
the evening of the 4th the moon,

Mers and Castor form a large
cquilateral triangte,

That brilllant “star” in the
west southwest after sunsot on

February full moon, such as Snow
Moon, Wolf Moon and Hunger
Moon. For people living off the
Iund.‘thu name Hunger Moon is

the 5th will be Venus. Thirty

degrees below Venus, a mero two
degrees above the horizon, is Mer-
cury. Mercury will be very well
placed for observing later this

month,

Full Moon will be at 6:55 p.m.
on Feb, 6, Native American Indi-
ans gave various names to the

y

The bright star to the lower left
of the Hunger Moon is Regulus
{REG you lus), the “heart” of Leo
the lion. If you could see the
Greek mythological plctures in
the sky, you would find the Hun-
ger Moon uncomfortably close to
the mouth of the lion.

Worry not, the moon escapea
being devoured; on the following
night it will be found six degrees
below Regulus (hopefully). The
constellation following Leo across
the sky is Virgo, and that’s where
the moon will bo found after 11
p.m, on the Bth, Nino degrees to
the left of the moon, looking like o
bright atar in the east southeast,
is Jupiter. Notice how for the
moon travels in only one day; on
the cvening of the 10th the moon

will bo nine degrees below Jupl-
ter. The bright star three degrees
to tho left of the moon actunlly is

a star; [t's Spica (SPY ka), the-

Dbrightest star in Virgo.

’ Ruy_mund Bullock .iu former ..

of the pi
and observatory of the Cranbroolk
Institute of Science, Bloomfield
Hills. He now works for a Troy-
based firm specializing in laser
displays and effects,
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Choose from a selection of men's and [adies warm up suits in assorted
, styles and colors. Selection varies by stor )
Men's originally $49,96-69.96, Ladies originally §
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brands are avalisbie in all stores. Intecim markdowns may have bemu)um

We'ta so sure thal our

EVERYDAY LOW PRICES
are even fowof than our
competitors’ “sale™ piices,
wo'll meet any price on any
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LAG
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CROSSTRAINERS

Leather upper, Phylon mldsnlf,
EVAinsale, m%l‘v‘\gi\’ng‘ .?.‘3:‘55 “9‘
”‘"‘““3&3&%“‘ Originally $43.96
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Ir's what's inside that counts, '
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BOK THA MEN'S WALKING SHOES
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SKI AUTHORITY

CLEARANCE

ALL SKIS, SKI BOOTS; SKi BINDINGS AND POLES,
. AgL_S_K!-PARKAS?PAN'[S AND SUITS

hEoved

WATERFORD
277 Summit Or.

{In Summit Crosslngs)

738-5020
MADISON HEIGHTS

John R Rd,

{south of 14 mila Rd.)
589-0133

LIVONIA
Plymouth Road
{west of Middiebel)
§22-2750
CLINTON TOWNSHIP

Gratlot Avenue and Cuinn
4172 Mila Road)
791-8400
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