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Marks hitting the road Vote .
for municipal league

By BiLL COUTANT
STAYF WRITER

Farmington Hills Councilman
Ben Marks is racking up the
miles this year, traveling through-
out the state, but he’s not doing
much sightsceing.

Marks, who is president of the
Michigan Municipal League, is
visiting 150 communitics, includ-
ing several in the Upper Peninsu-
la this week, to spread the word
that home rule is where govern-
ment should start.

The league, which lobbies for
concerns of citica and villages
throughout the state, plays an im-
portant rale in making sure state
laws reflect local concerns and
don't duplicate or add unneces-
sary laws, Marks said.

“Home rule is better than
handing down laws from the state
because it reflects what the peo-
ple want,” he said. “The state is
chipping away at control of zoning
and other issues that should be
decided at the local level
Lawmnkers should consult us
first, or at least early in the pro-
cess."

That's the message he's taken
to places from Dearbom, with a
population of more than 90,000,
to Marine City Village in Michi-
gan’s thumb, population 233,

“People are enthusisstic in
these cities about the league,” he
said, “They're surprised that I've
come to their meetings.”

The league lobbics state legis-
lators for cities where, for the

Ben Marks

maost part, government lenders are
part-time.

“Ninety-five percent of elected
officinls serve without pay,”
Marks soid. “So the league is un-
like the MEA (Michigan Educa-
tion Association, which repre.
sents teachers) and other lobby-
ists, Also, we're nat like full-time
lcgislators, We don’t have frank-
ing, expense accounts and PA
money."”

Marks said legislators overlook
local issucs because they don't
seck input from cities first. Marks
said the state attempted to re-
quire zoning changes or eliminate
pianc lessons in homes, which
came into conflict with many cit-
ies that had already possed ordi-

B 'The state Is chipp-
Ing away at control of
zonIng and other is-
sues that should be
declided at the local
level, Lawmakers
should consuit us
first, or at least early
in the process.’

Ben Marks
ML Presid

“It’s a little bit of everything,”
Flanagan said.

The strategy worked, judging by
the 4-to-1 mergin of support.

Officlals predicted a 4,000 to
5,000 turnout, which is typical in
school elections, Though for a
money issue, some thought there
might be mare,

Precinct 8 in Gill Elementary
was indicative of the support and
turnout, . approving the renewel
468-109,

The flow of voters was steady,
but not overwhelming.

“This precinct usually has a
good turnout,” said election work-
er Carol Pankas. “It's been a little

Plaza from page 1A

slow today.”

Pankes had time to show Eric
Pileree, 7, and Adam Plerce, 9, the
voting process while their father,
Mark Plerce, was doing the real
thing. He echoed what showed in
the final tally.

“1 think we have to suppott the
sachools,” said Pierce, .

The 48-inch clock face would be
level at 20 fect under the new
drawing.

The clock tower l;wludea a

nances regarding tho issue,

“They've made rules about zon-
ing, about music lessons and doy
care, when cities already hed ad.
dressed the issue,” he said. “But
the state came down with these
commandments. Then they found
out that most cities had already
addressed the problem, They had
just caused more problems with-
out looking into the issue first.”

Since most c¢ity councils meet
on Monday nights, Marks ’hnn

d roaf, to fit in
with the look of the Masenic
structure.

Wazacny stressed the plaza
would turn the comer into a more
active pedestrion area.

“We feel that this will be o
pretty conservative solution that
will be positive to the communi-
ty,” Wzaeny said.

Others expressed support.

Shirley Richardson spoke for
the 125th Anniversary Celebra-
tion committee, which came up
with the idea of a clock as a “last-
ing tribute to the community.”

B 1 just wish we could landscape the'cornor in
away to enhance the bullding . . . To me, that's
(the clock) Just more clutter.’

. Betty Borgman
opposing clock plaza plans

Richardson heads 'a subcom-
mittee that ollotted $7,000 in seed
money left over fram the anniver-
sary celebration and raised an ad-
ditional $14,000 for the project.
The DDA has agreed to pay up to

“it's-renlly in your hands,”

Richardson told the DDA Board,

DDA chairmen Robert Heln-
ingad

focal point has been a longstand-
ing goal,

The clock ploza was to be com-
pleted by the Founder's Festival
in July. That's expected to change
a8 concerna hove been raised.

“We're happy to have excited
citizens," Wzacny said during the
meeting.

“Well, you have one here,”

Leonaord retorted

rich adde

had to dule casual
aver coffee or lunch with many
city councilmen. He had visited
mare than 30 cities as of Jast weck
and is in the Upper Peninsula.
“It's a big organization,” he
said. “A lot of people don't know
who I am or that they have a real
voice. At least this is a way to get
the ball rolling ﬂnd make an im-

pact in Lansing.
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CLEARANCE

$699

Find the precious

wanled, now at prices

Misses and petites.

While quantities last.

BABY CAMELS HAIR

fiber coat or jacket you've

you'll be glad to find for
such magnificent fabrics.

Jacobson’s;

COATS AND JACKETS

$249-$309

CASHMERE COATS

336 W, MAPLE RD. ® BIRMINGHAM ¢ 644-6900

Shop 9130 a.m. to 9 p.m. on Thursdsy and Friday. 9:20 a.
Saturday, Sundsy Noon to 5 p.m. Jacobson's Charge, Master!

.m. to 6 pm.
Card®,

on Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday
VISA®, m Ametican Express®,

A TASTE OF SOUTHFIELD

You are cordlally Invited 1o attend a bountiful feast —

an elegant aftemeon of eplcuracn delights

presaented by Southfield’s premier chefs.
Sunday, February 21, 1993, 3-6 p.m.

Southfield Pavilion ~ Southfield Civic Center

26000 Evergreen Road (at 107z Mile Rd.)
Advance fickets: $39.50 per person
Advancs tickets avallable at the City Hall Reception Desk

at the Southfield Civic Center (through February 19) or by mail by february 15.

$45 per person at ihe door

Co-sponsored by the City of Southfield, WQRS-FM and
— the Michigan Chefs de Culsing Association (MCCA).
Proceeds benelit the MCCA Scholarship Fund.

Hot and cold hors doeuvres, entrées, desserts, pasties and wine served.
Experience the ultimate ~- Experience Southfield’s finest culsine.

Seml-formal attlre requested.,

Embossy Sullos

Jocquaos Demors Restaurant/

Paticipating Establishments

Tho Bakers Loat Lo Matro Quallty Kosher Catering —
, Beking by the Auors Loon's Postiles Paul G. Kohn

Bongkok Club Mok of dl

Bonnlo's Palisserle Morels. A Michigan Bistro  Savino llalian Soibet

Coclna del Sol Morton's of Chicago The Skylino Club

Dassarts by Sylvio Lee, Lid, Musashl Japanese Culsine  The Garden Court

byna & Sushl Bor Rostauront/Southfield
sty Now Seoul & Mardott Hotel

Excalibur awSeou Gardon Superior Colfoo Company

Tho Golden Mushroom Paradiso of Southtiold

Poar Clty
Plum Hollow Golf Club

Wwine by General Wine Company

contact <

Tango's Europeacn Bistio &

Bouquets/Radisson Plaza
Hotel at Town Cantor

(313) 354-4854,

« Response Card — MICKIGAN THE BOUNTIFUL/A TASTE OF SOUTHFRIELD »

the

Nome:.

Address:

Clty: State: Iip:
Phone (home): (work):
Number of llckﬁls: © §39.50 each. Total $

Advanco ticket deadline: by meil — Feb. 15, 1993; In person — Feb, 19, 1993
Retum ihis form, with check payeble to Michigan Chefs de Culsine Assoclation, to:

i1/A Yasto of

Community Relations Dept., City of Southfield
26000 Evorgreen Road » P.O. Box 2055
Squlhﬂek.t Michigan 48037-2055
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