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Break time: Students Andrew Dennis (left) and Dan Goshorn take a break from one set

%

‘of mind games only to throw themselves into another during Saturday’s competition.

Kids showcase results
of their mind odyssey

BY AILEEN WINGBLAD

Breciat WriTER

E After months of hard work and
'prepurnlion. groups of youngsters
Trom several Farmington-arca
achools demonsatrated creativity
‘and organized team effort at the
local showcasing of Odyssey of
‘the Mind, a competitive problem-
“polving -program for students in

the enthusiasm and high-spirit-
cdness shown by the OM teams,
it is an event greatly enjoyed by
bath students and parents alike.
*'This whole thing is great for
creativity. For tenmwork and
problem solving, you can't beat
it,” sald Farminglon Hills resi-
dent Daslene Sherry who, along
with her hushand, Kevin, conched
a team of Larkshire Elementory
d-graders and one kinder-

“grades K-12,
» Held at Farmingt High
“Schoo! Jan. 30, the event was a
7dry run of sorta for the students,
“who will face countywide compic-
Stition Feb. 27 ot Waterford Mott
+High School. Winners go on to re-
#gional and national competitions.
» This yeor's OM participants,
“who have been meeting weekly to
Zwork on “long-term” projects
*since being teamed together last
1, are made up of student
~groups represcnting Becchview,
*Forest, Highmendow, Hillside,
ALarkshire, Power, St. Fabian and
20ur Lady of Sorrows.
= This is the 10th year for the
= program, sponsored by Farming-
21on Public Schools. Judging from

4
gartner.

The youngsters, including the
Sherry children, Samantha and
Brendan, selected the “Li'l Gour-
met” problem to demonstrate for
the judges, showing what they
had come up with afier working
together for the past few months.

The OM team performed an
original skit, complete with cos-
tumes they made themaselves, that
carried the theme of healthy eat-
ing. Brendan Sherry played a car-
ton of milk; his sister Samantha
was an apple,

“I Tiked it," said five-year-old

Samantha, “It was really fun to
do.” Besides Li'l Gourmet, prob-

lein solving categories included
Dlnosaurs; “The Old Man and
the Sea” analogy; Pit Stop, which
required the design and produc-
tion of o mechanically powered
vehicle; Which End is Up, calling
foriconstruction of a weight-sup-
porting balso wood structure; and
Folk Tales, wherein the kids per-
formed an original story. The
teams also faccd spontaneous
problems to solve,

Dan Bober, who coached the St.
Fabinn Folk Tales team of fifth-
and  sixth.graders, including
daughter Nicale, agreed with the
Sherry family that Odyssey of the
Mind is a wonderful program and
a grent opportunity.

“It is good because the kids
work in groups, and that way it is
more like the real world when it
comes to problem solving. They
find it is not really about a right
or wrong way of doing somothing
— it’a that some answers are good
and some are better. It is conver-

di think-

e

Cleaning up: Jillian Clement plays the part of the “Creative Source” for St. Fabian
School. Her job was to clean up the environment.

Teammate Katic Mataus added
that since “everybody has differ-
ent personalitics, we get different
ideas, and that is good. This gets
more fun every year,” said Katie,
who has ‘participated in oM

) 1 her cl school

gent-rather than 2
ing. Tt's all about possibilities,”
he sdid.

years. “And we get to meet lota of

On hand to catch a glimpse of
some of the OM presentations
wag Farmington Schools Superin.
tendent Michael Flanagan,

“The best thing about this is
the creativity and sparkle you can
see in the kids. And to watch par-
entg take the lead as far as organ-

ing,"” said Flanagan.

He also praised Sylvia Kam-
bouris, OM parent coordirator,
ond all those whao worked toj'pull
it off, It's great; it's creativit and
higher-order thinking skilp. So
many akills that we put inpor-
tance on are reached withthis,”
he said,

new people, too,” she added. izing this whole thing, it is amaz-
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Entire Stock of Men’s and Women’s Winter Fashlons
) Now 2 Off Orlginal Ticket Prices

" NEWBURGH PLAZA
6 Mile at Newburgh

VISA » MASTERCARD « AMERICAN EXPRESS + CARTE BLANCHE + DINERS CLUB “DISCOVER CARD *
ALL ¥ OFF ITEMS FINAL SALE « NO LAVAWAYSE- AL’IEHA;LONS AT COST » OPEN MON.‘lvFFIl. 109, SAT. 108

i

Classic Interiors

EE———

. ONE YEAR
INTEREST-FREE FINANCII\!G

AND i

A SAVINGS OF 35%

ON FAMOUS BRAND FURNITUR®

5 DAYS ONLY |

l FEBRUARY 4th-8th .

+ Thomasville ., «Pennsylvania House - Sligh Clocks

* Century « Bob Timberlake * Hekman |
» Nichols & Stone « Conover * Howard Mille
* La-z-Boy ¢« Harden * Hooker

+ Canal Dover + Hancock & Moore  * Lexington an¢more

And For 3 Days Only Take An Additiorial 10% Off Any.fem or
Group That is Tagged “CLEARANCE”. See Our Clearnce
. Center and many gorups throughout the store. ' -

Mon., Thurs., Frl, 9:30-9:00 « Tues., Wed., Sat. 9:30-5:30 - Opon Sun. 1
. ° .

20292 Middlebelt, Livonia ¢ South of 8 Mile * 474-6 0 /

* «All Previous Sales Excludad « Offor Not Valid
In Conjunction With Any Other Prometlonal Discount E
—]




