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GOP bill would curb unemployment comp costs

By TiM RiciARD
STAFF WRITER
Republlcans in the state Legis-
lature placed a bill curbing unem-
ployment compensation costs on
a fast track for possage this
month.
Iroad!” shouted D

] LANSING

pass the bill this week, Honigman

said. That would allow prompt

action by the divided House,
whose committees in Feburary aro

“Toledo is a great plnco. South
Bend 8 a great place,” Packer
sald, citing clents. who had
moved out. “Sca Ray Boats went
from Oakland County-to Tennes-
see.

"Evcry section of tho (unnm-.

to

Tough at bottom

Labor spokesmen and Domo-
crats fired herdest at the waiting
week provision. Business snid it
wouldn't reduce benefits — just
dcluy them one week — and the
atill would be 26

ic Sen. George Z. Hart of Dear-
born as Republicans on the Sen-
ate Labor Committee Tueaday
gave 3 to 2 approval to an employ-
er-backed bill.

“] don't think we're taking
marching orders,” replied chalr-
man David Henigman, R-West
Bloomficld. “I introduced this
same bill cight yenrs ago when 1
was a freshman.”

Supporting the bill were Re.
publicans Honigman, Robert
Geake of Northville and sponsor
Joanne Emmons of Big Rapids.
Opposed were D Hart

) act is

chnlmd by b
the

sald
blll might be dcluycd until April,
the next month the GOP is In

charge of House committees.

Firms go South

Construction workers from the
AFL.CIO’s Building Trades
Council packed the Farnum
Building auditorlum to fight the
meansure, Senate Bl 2.

Jnhn M. Pncker, Novi conault-

except one,” Packer
snld. declining to nome the sec-
tion,
Main features of SB 2:

H “‘Walting week” ndded, Laid-
off workers would have to wait
one week before being eligible for
benefits, ns in 39 other states.
Michigan removed the waiting
week in the mid-1970s.

B Wago ratio cut. The woge re-
placement ratio would be cut to
65 percent instead of 70 percent of

after-tax

who
mcnt benefit claims for L
the bhill, saying

and John Cherry of Clio.
GOP Senate lenders want to

Mlchlgnn 's high costs are driving
companies south.
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OPEN HOUSE
February 14th 2-4 p.m.
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29300 Eleven Mlile Rd.
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Before Radial Keratotomy

Clearly, the Mlchlgan Eyecare
Institute can make a difference

As founders of the Michigan Eyecare Institute, Dr. Willlam Myers
and Dr. Mark Rubinstein have been at tho forefront of
ophthatmalogic breakihroughs. Ds. Myers was tho second
ophlhnmnlnglsl En the U.S. to perform radial kmﬂnlnm)’

DETROIT:

to correct
Tha Michigan Eyecare Instituto was also whao tho fiest Exclmer laser
was tocated In Michigan. For more informatlon, or to schedule
o free screoning, call us at 1-800-248-4543.

SOUTHFIELD: 29877 Telegraph, Suile 100 352:2806
LIVONIA: 14555 Lovan, Sulte E-101 404-7800
DEARBORN: 5050 Schacfer 582-7440

Flsher Building Suite 874 872:2626

@ Benefit 1 out. The
Legislature would have to vote
changes in benefits rather than
indexlng them to economic statis-

l Qunlifylng amount up, Claim-
ants would have to have earned 30
times the state minimum wage
(versus the current 20 times) to be
eligible for benefits,

weeks,

Sen, Cherry sold the impact
would be felt most by low-wage
workers lald off for short periods.
For a worker lold off two weeks,
the cut would be 63 percent; for
three weeks, 38 percent.

“Three weeks Is the average
layoff in the state,” Cherry said.
“To cut an $80 a week benefit to
$40 {s ridiculous."”

Sen, Geake challenged lnbor’s
and the state’s figures that SB 2
would cut benefits by $1.1 billion
over six years, but save employers
just $171 million, “If the program
s 100 percent employer-funded.
it's not posslhle

“Sure it is," said United Auto
Workers attorney Richard
McHugh. The $300 million differ-
ence would go into the state un-
employment trust fund, he said.

McHugh argued that con-

* sumers pump their jobless bene-

fits back into the economy. Cut-
ting benefits and employers’ tax-
es, he said, would drain more out
of the economy than It would put
back in,

“You espoused a very novel the-
ory that taxation creates jobu.
Sen. Honlgmnn replied.

mcmbenhlp ia down 15,000 from
five years ogo to 100,000 :umnb-
Iy. ;

Clarence Brogdon, of the Ser- .
vice Employees International
Union in Detroit, said his local ix
down from 6,000 in 1982 to 1, 450

viewed

ment compensation charges e o

tax on poyrolls that impedes job
creatlon.

“A lot of Republicans would

wont to repesl unemployment

compensation,” said McHugh.
Honigman denied it.
Jobs lost

Questioned by sponsor Em.
mons, most labor spokesmen said
their unions’ memberships hud
declined in the last decade.

John LaVallee,

“That’s what I'm getting at, "
said Emmons. High benefita are
“nice if you have a job, Is it not
helpful to try to competa?” «

“We" ve heard the words ‘shared
sacrifice’,” said Tim Hughes of
the state AFL-CIO. "I don’t see it
in herc. You're punishing the vlc-
tim.

chubllcnm, led by Gov. John
Engler, contend Michigan must
compete against other states for
jobs in a global economy by hold-

Iron Workers Local 783 in Mar-
quette, said his membership is
down from 400 five years ago to
320 currently, and unemployment
is currently about 80 percent in
the Upper Peninsula,

Tim Nichols, of the AFL-CIO
Building Trades Council, said

ing down L costs,

Labor spokesman n!mult never
use the word “compete.” They eay
$2 on hour Mexlcan workers are
draining jobs south of the border,
getting no benefits and having
their ecnvironment polluted by
costconsciours corporations.
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New Models & Actors Needed! |

Michigan is one of the largest advertising |
markets in America, There's a place for :
virtually anyone willing to learn what it
takes — and do it! Find out how yau can

prlnc advertisements l
telavislon commerclala

tashion shows

industrilal flims & videos
radio commarcials

teature films
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African Violets .=
SALE iga 4 inch pot

Reg. 2.98
* Highest quality African Violets,
© Continuous blooms,
* Great accent for window sills.

For the Finest Quality at Great Valu&s. |

Visit Us at the Novi Expo Center’s Spring Home & Garden Show, Feb. 4th thru 7th!

SAVE 33%
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