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Artof Tattooing: Dan Collins lays in an
outline for a tattoo on Dean Haworth’s
back.
Ski
hi
BY LINDA ANN CHOMIN
SPECIAL WRITER
rom Pegasus the winged horse of Greek
mythology to American engles, beautiful
women and drogons, artist “Tatu Dan™
Collins has captured them oll on skin,
"“If you can tmagine it, it can be illustrated on
skin,” Collins sald. “Dcnlh l'gurns, butterflies,
nipples on male burn victims, I've done tllem all,
I've cven done permanent cyeliners and lips.”
Now in his second decade of tatteoing Collins,
who has no formal art training except for high
school art classes, estimates he has done more
than 50,000 tattoos. He creates his own designs in
four basic styles: triballam, traditional, American
and Japanese.
“1 prefer American fine line, black and gray
work; it's mare detailed,” the Canton Township
res]dcnt sald, "You get a lot more realism out of

The art of tattocing hails back to the Egyptian
times, Tattoos found on mummies date back to
around 2000 B.C. Polynesians used tattoos to de-
note sociat standing and for purposes, erotic and
decorative, For New Guinea women, tattoos were a
sign of beauty,

Doctors, lawyers, officers of the law, musicians,
bikers, burn victims, and even dermatologists
have walked away with body art by Collins. Many
are repeat customers. Some of them are new cus-
tomers, needing cover-ups of bad designs done by
other tattoo art{sts,

“Half of all the collectors [ tattoo are women,”
he said. “I think women wear them to be sexy.
Men wear them to be macho,

“You cauld ask a thousand different people and
get a thousand answers. They’re all art collectora,
It's o need to express themselves. It's often been
called the signature of the soul.”

Collins said his mother knew he'd eventually
become an artist, when he began drawing at two
years old. At age 13, Collins created his firat tattoo
in Eskimo fashion on himself using string, thread
and India ink. By 15, he had his firat professional
tattoo. After aervingin the U.S. Marine Corps, he
lived for 5% years in Hawait learning the art and
prm:tlclng it,

“There's no Gemini School of Tattooing," he
aaid, “You learn by apprenticing and picking the
artist’s brain whose daing it.”

Collins has worked at several arca tattoo parlors
and for two years hed his own shop, “Tattoos by
‘Tatu Dan" in Taylor. .

“It's the most persanal
art form there s, to have
your canvas smile back at
you and say thanks; it looks
great,” he snid, “A sculptor
doesn't get that, an afr-
brush artist doesn't.”

Collins hns created a col.
lage of beautiful women
running the entire lenpth of
Dean Haworth's left arm,
Collins’ WMk. Pen There's even a portrait of

1 on paper. Huwonh 's mother.
and in pap “I like the way it looks on
* my body,"” said the Allen Park resident who got
- his first tattoo in 1986. “I'm into the art of it. I'm
into the beauty of it. I have it on my walls, but I
have it on my body, too,

Haworth says his tattoos serve as a good lndlcn-
tor of the types of people he meets.

“Peoplo have a different attitude when you huvc
tattoos,” he said, “There's n nllg-mnmm attached
or bigotry agninst people with tattoos.”

In tho last six months, Colline’ art has taken on
a new format — that of ink and colored pencil on
paper, In November his works on paper were ex-
hibited as part of a group show at Nelson's Gallery
in Livonia, Viking girls once found only on skin,
now emile back from behind glass. Many of the
works are takeoffs on tattoos he designed after
woodblock printa by Japancse artist Utagawa
Kuniyoshi (1797-1581) for the epic novel “The
Water Margin Heroes.”

“The detailing he puts in, you just don’t sce this
art every day. Thero is history behind it. It’s been
around hundreds of years,"” said gallery director
Laura Hardy.

Collins nn{d ha's grateful to Hardy for the op-

portunitics she's given him and his art.

® There was a time when The
Incurables played at any place
that would let them, when
{hey were lubeled as playing
hard rock and oldies. Times
have changed and the group
has carved out a niche for its
high energy sounds.

BYKYLE GREEN
Srrciat. Waiter

The Incurables
they arc, immortals
they are not.

The four-mem-
ber group which
prides itself on its
high energy perfor-
mances, usually ohtains wounds as
aresult,

“We've acquired a number of bod-
ily injuries just from adrenaline and
running into walls,” said Pat Kelly,
guitarist/vocalist,

1 jumped off stage, ! miscaleulat-
ed ... ond I ran into a mirrored
wall. . .1 came up with two perma-
nently scarred knees,” bassist Ray

B  STREETY BEATS

Lawson said with a lough. "I hit a
ceiling before, I misjumped one time
and kind of hit it.”

“I don't want to give you the im-
pression we are slammers or any-
thing or we smash our equipment
type stufl,” said Kelly. “It’s all just
internol adrenalin, opposed to exter-
nally produced, this is all self in-
duced-produced.”

‘The power they generate when
performing has been captured ontoa
seven-single cassette, “The Incur-
ables,” "which is being sold inde-
pendently,

The group will be hosting a re-
lease party at Reiser's Keyboard
Lounge, 1870 S, Wayne Road, West-
lond, Saturday, Feb. 13,

The idea for their second release
is to solely capture their live per-
formance strength for their fans to
enjoy at home.

“We're very energetic on stage,”
said Ray. “We like to move around
and like to get into the music.”

“The music actually gets into us,
that’s haw it has always been,” Kel-
1y added. “We have been real true to
our music and that's what we do:
that's where our encrgy is. We go
deep inside of our music and it ex-
plodes back out of us.”

“The Incurables” follows their
first release, Look in Your Mind,"
by two years. The Iatter has found

itsell on lacal radio stations' play-
lists. The latest release took eight
months to record at the Tempermill
in Ferndale and will launch the
group onto a new rock’n'roll high-

way.
‘?'Wu didn't get to the point that
all songs had the same sounds,”

said drummer Darrin Lawson.
“This i8 aimed at the younger audi-
ence, the college audience. The first
one was more poppier and it ap-
pealed to a number of people.”

The group has been schooled in
students’ dislikes and likes by play-

" ing [fraternity partics, The group

feels that such crowds are more
open to their performances, which
include cover tunes and original
songs, and get as consumed into the
music and performonces as the
band does, said rhythm guitarist
Chuck Byberg.

“We have played without our
panta and people took off their
pants,” Byberg sald.

“It’s a great feeling when you look
out and see the erowd mouth the
words to songs even [ can’t remem-
ber,” Kelly added.

Playing fraternity partics and
bars is a long way from the concep-
tion of the group when Kelly and
Ray Lawson started ploying when
they were students at Wayne Memo-
rinl High School.

“We would play any place that
would let us — a lot of benefits and
a lot of hotel lounges,” Kelly said.
“We did a lot of audition night-type
things, We'd play until we found a

Live performance is the ‘cure’

B ‘We have been real true to our music and that's
what we do: that’'s where our'energy Is. We go
deep inslde of our music and it explodes back out

of us.’

Band mates:
Members of
The Incur-

ables are Pat

Byberg, Ray
Lawson and
Darrin Law-
son.

Pat Kelly
guatanst/uacalzst

song thcy liked and then play it over
and over,”

“We started playing oldics,” Ray
Lawson said, * *13th Floor Elevator,’
‘Mr. Magoo' — u lot of alternative
oldies.”

“There waan't much classification
at the time," Kelly said. “You wore
cither heavy metal, you were coun-
try or you were this oldies music
they called it. Some how they stuck
us with these guys and we'd kave a
lot of trouble becauso with playing
these bars and places they would go
*You guys arc hard rock,’ and we'd
go to clubs that played hard rock
and thcy'r] go ‘You guys are playing
oldies.’

“Fortunately music changed and
we pretty much atuck with our roots
and stuck with our mualc and the
world caught up with us."

The TIncurables have had more
member changes than  discases
cured this century, but Ray's cousin
Darrin joined the group five yenrs
ago, followed three years later by
Byberg to create today’s line-up and
sound,

“I would have to say if you have te

classify our music into a style we
now would be alternative-pop with o
hard edge,” Ray snid.

Friendship is the key to their exis.
tence.

*“It's like we ore married,” Darrin
said.

“I'd consider this n marriage with
these guys in the band. A more solid
and stable and hanest marriage then
my previous one,” Ray said."We are
committed to a goal. We would like
to have a mnjor record contract, but
we are not gu[ng to be blinded by
that, We ure going to have fun in the
mean time."

Fun means playing mughly faur
gigs per month this winter and
spring, going back into the studio in
the fall and having a new release by
winter, but still maintaining a focus
on their music,

“It's n need . . . You can be a |
good musician and ploy in your -
basement all your life until you're -
dead. We want more than that,”
Kelly said,

“We're looking to make the musl
out of all we are doing now,” Darrin
added.

Rembrandts master art of acoustic play-

Muslc masters: Phil Solem
(left) and Danny Wilde
paint a colorful soundscape
with their music.

By CHRISTINA Fuoco
STANF WHITER

The Rembrandts hope to sterm
into Detroit for their show on Satur-
doy, Feb. 13, at St. Andrew's Hall.
Hopefully Mother Nature won't take
the pop band's intentions too serious-
ly thia time.

“We were supposed to have this
huge show last time but there was a
big enow storm,” soid member Phil
Solem who along with Danny Wilde
makes up the Rembrandts. “We man-
aged to show up. Only about 50 peo-
ple showed up. I couldn’t blame the
(other) people for not coming
though.”

For this show, the Rembrandts are
planning a “humongnuu. variety, ac.
tion-packed show.

“We decided to £ all the way . . .
spend all the cash.”

‘That includes hiring an eight-picce
band including two cellists, and an
accordion player, Michael Ramos,

who has played with the Bo Deans.
Solem said carting along a large band
is ﬁ_\‘c result of “acoustic show over-

“It’s probably a knec-jerk reaction
to the fact that we've been doing so
many acoustic gigs. Once you do an
acoustic show, everybody lines up to
get you to do ene,” Solem said in an
interview from his Golden Valley,
Minn,, home. “We've done about 18
quadzillion acoustic gigs. You won't
soon hear us a cappella.’

This “plugged-in” tour, promoting
their artistically named album “Unti-
tled,” will toke the Rembrandts
throughout the United States and
possibly to Europe. Solem said it
doesn’t really matter where the band
plays hecause they can't go sight-sce-
ing anyway.

“When you actually get into the
thick of it, all you scc are the insides
of hatel rooms and sitting in a room
doing interviews for 12 hours,” Solem

snid. “The most amazing things in
the world are at your fingertips, but
you aren't allowed to touch them.”

One thing the duo almost did get to
see was 8 Rembrandt exhibit at o Dcs
troit-arca art museum.

“We passed by this muscum lhu!
had a Rembrandt exhibit. One of our
reps said, ‘Oh, 1 want to mke plcturcs
of you around the signs.” He pulls
over and he got out the camera and
stuff, Got us posing around the muse:
urx}d and the entrance hall,” Solem
sad,

“The (guard) wouldn't let us into
the exhibit. He didn't seem to care
that we were the Rembrandts.

*It turned out he didn’t have any
film in the camera,”

The Rembrandts perform Saturday,
Feb, 13, at St. Andrew's Hall, 431 E.
Congress, Detroit. Doors open at 9
p.m. Must be 18 or older to enter. Call
961-MELT for more information.

Wednesday, Feb. 10
BIYROH MUSICIAKS AN OII'IOUI

scs “Musk: The ing  Pro-
cass ) at Sully’s, 4758 G:conncla‘ bo-

twae n Michigan Avenug and Ford R
IJO-SONG

OPEN STAQE
The Ark, 837 1'% S. Maln St., Ann Arbor.
761.1451

JORHUNTER
BIg Fish, 700 Town Center Orivo, Dearbom,
(solo wvocals gnd plano)

8350
l'

Part M Mnlnl Zone Wednasdoys at Griff's
Griil, dggN Soginaw, Pontlac. {metal}

wnm Moml Dof ot Biind Pig, 208 S. First
St., Ann Arbor, (altemativo rogh)
596-8555

HORIZONS IN PORTRY

IN CONCERY

. Alvin's, 5756 Cass Ave,, Detiolt.
832.2355 (poatm)

Thussdsy, Fed. $1
Lz DTDIY AND JOII. DIBARTOLO

The A, S. Main St., Ann Arbor,
gmz |ns§|rca pumo:

DETROIT BLUES BAND

And blues Jam session at Moby Dicks, 5452
Schaofer Hoad, Dearbom, (blues)
581.3650

JOEHUNTER .

8ig Fish, 700 Town Center Drive, Dearbom,
(6010 vocals and plona)

336.6350

OPEM BLUKS 1AM
I..Ill';i’l 2830 Jacob, Hamiramck, (blues)

DEPARTMENT 10
With You Aro Here Dodie at Pnycnccks
Lwnze 2932 Canlft, Hamtramck.

MOTHER SUPERIOR
Gars G, 49 N. Sagnaw, Pontlac. {rock)

UN

Bling P|!. QOB S. First St., Ann Arbor.
996.-8555

KEIQHBORHOOD NIGHT

Alvin's, 5756 Cass, Dotroit. {eclactic CDs)
832.2355

CAKE
With Snrﬁn 1o Unkon at 3.0, 1815 N, Maln,
Royal Ook, (hard alternstive fock)
589.3344

ON-XY2Z
Record releasa party and performance dtin-

ausl}y. 155, Soginaw, Pontoc. word beot) -

Wllh Aum and Flends In Wonderand ot the
:w:‘:quco 8139 E. Seven Mie Road, De-

366-8633 , Bt

ROBERT NOLL
Hendlines Unply
clal zuos(ls ot )Q
334 1

od Blues Jam with s|
Jud, 20 S, Soginaw

KTHOS, TOUCH FREAK AXD BOQ BLA!
Part of tha Tempermill Studio mntesl finals
ot Tho Shelter below S\, Andrew's Hall, 431 |
E, Congress, Dotroit. E
961-MELT

Friday, Feb. 12

With Salgon Kick at State Theatre, 21 15
Woodward, Detrolt, {rock)
961-5450

See IN CONCERT, 6B




