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| SC stuns Mott CC

At lcast once every seasdn, it happens. It was
Mott CC’s turn this time.

‘Tho Bears probably came into Wednesday's
men’s basketball game at Schoolcraft College with
confidence. After ell, they were atop the Eastern
Conference; SC was at the bottom. '

Add to that thelr superior depth — Mott had 10

players, SC six — and SC's recent struggles (five
- straight losses, most by lopsided margine), and
" the outlook for a rout seemed bright.

Surprise! The Ocelots pulled off a shocking up-
get in dramatic fashion, 85-83, on a three-pointer
at the buzzer by Mohammed Abdrabboh Wednes-
day at SC.

‘The defeat dropped Mott (16-6 overall, 9-3In

" the conference) into a virtuad tie for first with Oak-

land CC and Macomb CC, all with three losses.
§C is 2-10 in the conference, 6-16 overall.

* The games final scconds were as improbable as
SC's belng in the game at all. After all, the Ocelots
had been blown out by 40 polnts by OCC four days
earlier.

But they had Jarvis Murray back, an all-confer-
ence center last season. Murray missed seven
straight games because he hiad to rewrite an Eng-
lish assf, to lote a first. clase.
SC was 1-6 without him,

Shawn Branum was missing, though, after suf-
fering a broken nose egainst OCC and having sur-
gery Tuesday, Branum is expected back for
Wednesday's game at Alpena CC.

The Murray-led Qcelots built a 43-33 lead by
halftime and increased it to 19 points with just
under 11 minutes left in the game. -

That’s when the Bears rediscovered their shoot-
ing touch, hitting five straight three-point shots in
a16-4 run. Ron Thompson had three of those; he
scored 16 points.

A Kevin Polite triple trimmed SC's lead to 82.
81 with less than a minute left, The Ocelots were
struggling; they were 0-for-6 from the free throw
line in the last two minutes, Stove Whitlow
misscd twe with 12 scconds lef.

Then Abdrabboh fouled Kevin Pretect, the con-
ference's leading scorer (SC held him to 12
polnts). With elght seconds left, Preteet annk both
free throws to put Mott ahead, 83-82, ita first lead
slnce early in game.

SC got the ball to half-court and called timeout
with four seconds left to aet up a play with Murray
o8 the firat option. “We just wanted to get the ball
inbounds, drive to the basket and get fouled or
something,” said coach Dave Bogataj.

But Abdrabbeh couldn't inbounds the ball: In
desperation he tossed it to Whitlow, who was
barely able to keep from going out of bounds be- |
fore passing back to Abdrahboh. Abdrabboh’s long
ahot banked off the glass and went in — the win
belonged to SC.

Murray kled in his return BCOT-
ing 29 points and grabbing 11 rebounds. Abdrab-
boh had 22 polnts, and Whitlow and LaMonte
Fondren scored 15 apiece. Fondren had 10 boards,
and Whitlow dished out six assists. Vince Tumer
had nine oseists. .

Polite’s 18 points was best for Mott. Jeremy
Trent had 11 and Derrick Wyatt acored 10

1t was another {n a long line of upseta for SC,
which two years ago knocked Macomb out of first.

How many more wins can SC muster? Impossi-
ble to tell, but few will be this surprising.

SC women peaking

‘When they needed it most, the Lady Ocelots got
a superior performance from point guard Becky
Piatruchowski.

Trailing by a basket with 26 seconds left in reg-
ulation, Plotruchaweki nailed a jumper to tie
Wednesday's game at Mott CC at 69-all and send
it into overtime. She then scored all elght of the
Lady Ocelots' OT points to lift them to a 79.77
victory,

It was SC's second-straight Eastern Conference
win, Improving its record to 3-8 (9-10 overall).
Mott fell into a tie with SC for the conference's
final playoff spot at 3-8,

“We're peaking at the right time,” said Lady
Ocelot coach Jack Grenan, “We had to have this.”

They got it, thanks to Piotruchowski’a 23
points, 21 more from Dana Hudson and 18 from 5-
10 freshman conter Alisa Wechter, who played all
46 minutes. Mott got 21 points from Amy Fabat.

SC, which led 42-34 at the half, didn't help tself
at the freo throw line, converting juat 4-0f-13 to
Mott's 14-0f-22. But the Lady Ocelot defonse was
tough enough ~ they twice forced five-second
calla in the Inst five minutes of regulation.

‘Record run

Going into last weekend's games, at home
against Michigan and Michigan State, Illinols
senior point guard Jill Estey (from Plymouth Sa-
lem) was nine short of the achool career record for
asslets, Eatoy is averaging 5.7 assists per game

. thia sonson and haa 498 for her carcer. The Illinala

record is 507, held by Jenny Johnson,

Oné reason for Eatoy’a record-setting performe
ance ia her durability. Although only 5-4, she's
started 81 consecutive gamos for the Fighting Illi-
ni. She's also averaging 9.4 points and a team-best
2.3 steals, Estoy already holds the Illin! carcer
record for steals with 228, .

Illinots was 7-10 overall and 2-6 in the Big Ten
going into the weekend’s games. Before her carcer
cnds, Estoy could move up as high aa aixth on the
Big Ten's career assiat list,
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North’s Orow champ at Observer

B Traditional high school wres-
tling power Redford Catholic
Central was in the familiar role
of champlon in the Observer-
land tournament,

Redford Catholic Central regained
some of its old glory and returned to
wrestling prominence Saturday in the
aecond annual Observer Tournament,

Tho Shamrocks, following a couple
of down years, put six wrestlers In the
championship round and wero as-
sured of winning the team title before
the finala were contested,

CC, which placed fifth in tho first
tournament, scored 204 pointa to fin-
ieh ahead of Westland John Glenn,
Livonia Stevenson, Plymouth Salem
and host Garden City.

“We decided wo would win ono In-
stead of getting beat on all the time,”

Tour t stats, Page 2C

CC coach Mike Rodriguez said. “We
needed one. We've had a lot of inju-
ries, and we're just starting to get the
team back to where it should be.

“The seniors are finally starting to
get ahold of what it's all about, This
is the kind of senior power we've had
over the years, that we didn't have a®
the beginning of the year.”

CC senior Jason Krueger (171),
sophomore Bill Lamb (103) and son-
for Steve Borke (130) took first place,
Seniors Marc Braken (189), Todd
Lackey (276) end Mike Madden (140)
and junior Liam O'Donohue (152)
finished second.

“Qur team did o great job today,”
Krueger said. “We loat to Selem and
were fifth in the (area) rankings earli-

said, “I thought I'd do well, but I

“I wanted to come here and show
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Abiglift: North Farmington’s Dave Orow lifts Mark Burley of Plymouth Salem off the mat
Saturday in the final in the 125-pound weight class at the Observerland Invitational. Orow won
the match, 8-0.

much knew I was going to win it.”
Stevenson bad threo winners

er In the year. It's nice to como in here
and prove we're a good team and we
descrve to ba on top.”

Kruegor and Garden City sonlor
heavyweight Jason Peterson were the
only returning champions and both
are two-time winners. Peterson,
Glenn senior Mike Reevos and Plym-
outh Canton senlor Nick Spano
shared the most valuablo wrestler
award.
Peterson pinned his firat three op-
ponents In the first period and
stopped Lackey midway in the sec-
ond, boosting his record to 91.2,

“There’s nothing better than win-
ning a tournameont once but, if you're
lucky to win It twice, the second time
is just as good ns the first,” Peterson

didn't think I would pln all the way
through it. The last one was the
toughest; he's o good kid.”

Krueger (31-1) defeated Wayne's
Verlon McLendon 10-1 in the final
but had a tough match with the taller
ggponent. Heo led 5-0 after two peri-

8,

“He looked like he was wrestling

well before that, so he didn't look like
* any slouch. I expected a good match,”
Krueger said.

Reoves (24-0) won the 160 title, re-
sulting in a better experience for him.
He was disqualified lagt year for us-
ing an illegal move that resulted in
injury to his opponent and was re-
moved from the tournament by coach
Dave Hill,

everyone I didn't have to hurt anyone,
be a better sport,” Reoves sald. “It

. was somothing I felt I had to do, come

back here and do it with a little
class.”

Reeves wrestled North Farming-
ton's Jared Lawrence for the first
time and, though he was ahead all the
way, had a tough match despite the
eventual 158 score.

Spano (80-0), who was third at 130
last year, won three bouts on pins be-
fore defeating Farmington's Mike
Prough 8-2 in the final.

“I was mad last year becauso I had
a bad call ogainst me in the semifi-
nals,” he said. “I should have been in
the finals today. I was pretty confi-
dent this time. This year 1 pretty

Scott Goldman (140), Chris Mullef
(146) and Cralg Martin (189) — and
threa are sophomares.

The future looks good for the Spar- .
tans “as long as we have sports,”
coach Don Berg sald. “It’s probably
our best day at Stevenson as far as
the team is concerned.”

dman and CC's Madden had
one of the beat matches. Goldman got
an escape and a takedown late in the
third period for an 11.9 lead and held
on to win 11-10.

‘The other winners were Glenn's
Anthony Underwood (112) and Gorry
Simoneau (152), Redford Thurston’s
Luely Heddad (119) and North'a
Dave Orow (126).

Hawks extend basketball winning streak

starting guard Jeremy

F Hills Harrison capital-
ized on its free-th d Fri-

and top reserve Rich Ruf-

day to win its fith consccutive bas-
ketball game, 74-81 over visiting
Livonia Franklin,

The Hawks, who outscored the Pa-
triots 22-13 in the third quarter to
break a 27-27 halftime tie and 47-24
in the second half, made 21 of 45 free
throws ond Franklin seven of 11,

nrrison hes won six of its past
seven games and improved to 6-1 in
the Western Lakes Activities Aasoci-
ation, 67 overall. The Patriots
dropped to 0-7 and 3-9.

Calvin Pruitt scored 15 points for
the Hawks, Don Bryant 12, Keyo
Smith 11 and Aaron Weiss 10, Bryant
also grabbed cight rebounds,

fini didn't dress because they were
sick.

In thelr absence, Weiss and
Charles Bambenek (three points, five
nssists, four rehounds and good de-
fense) came off the bench and played
well, according to coach Mike Teach-
man,
“We've got a real tough week com-
ing up,” Teachman sald in reference
to games Tucsday againat Westland
John Glenn and Fridey with Walled
Lake Western, “We can’t afford to
have people out. That's why we had
the two guys sit tonight, so we can
have them back next week.

“(Welss and Bambenek) stepped in

tanight and give us some depth, but
the chemistry is going pretty well
right now,”

Franklin's Clem Herrera scored 16
points, Paul Kruschka and Jason Fa-
cione 15 aplece. Kruschke hed 12
points in the firat holf and Facione
cight in the fourth quarter.

the finale,
Farmington sllpped to 3-4 In the
WLAA and 6-7 overall. Stevenson
ralsed its league record to 2-6 and im-
proved to 5.7 overall, :
Brian Farr scored 11 points and Matt
Apri! 10 for Farmington, which led 23-
22 ot halftime.

John Brown

Franklin coach Dan K dy was
assessed two technical fouls and will
not be allowed to coach Tuesday
when the Patriots play at Farming-
ton.

M STEV. 55, FARMING. 60: The host
Spartans rallied in the fourth quarter
Friday to defeat Farmington.

The Falcons led 34-32 after three
quarters but were outscored 23-18 in

ond Steve Jacobs finished with 17 and
13 points, respectively. Mark Harry
edded 10,

BEGLENN 70, NORTH 45: Westland
John Glenn won its scventh-straight
WLAA game without a loss Friday at
the expense of visiting North Farming-
ton.

Sco BASKETBALL, 3C

Prep soccer stars make college choices

By DAN O'MEARA
STAF? WRITER

Mike Gicse and Anthony Verrino have been
nelghbors and friends for years, and both are ac-
complished high achool soccer players,

Despito all of that, their soccer carcers rarcly
crossed paths and apparently won’t again in the
future,

‘The Farmington Hills resldents went to different
high schools — Giese starred for Farmington High
and Verrino at Redford Catholic Central — and
both have accepted scholarship offers from differ-
ent colleges,

Both chose successful programs, however. Gicse
will pley next seazon at the Univeraity of Wiscon-
sin.Green Bay and Verrino for Qakland Univeraity.

“We visited U.of-D together and thought about
going there,” Verrino said, “but he got a good offer
and so did I from somawhere else, 8o we ended up
going our own ways.”

Giese, who was twice an All-Observer player,
chose UWGB over Michigan State, Detroit-Mercy,
gnwllng QGreen, Hartford, Dayton and Wright

tate,

“The situntion was right for me,” said Glese,
adding Wisconain-Green Bay was nationally
ranked in Division I last scason. “Hopefully, I
should be playing my freshman year. It was too

to pase up.”

Glese'a scholarship covers all but $700 of the an-

Mike Glose
Farmington

Anthony Verrino
Cathollc Central

nual tuitfon of $8,300. He also liked the fact Wis.

conain-Green Bay doesn't have a football program.
“Soccer 18 like the No. 1 sport there,” he said.

“Without a footbal! team, there'a a lot more money

for the other teams and the facilities (for thoae -
- sports) are better.

“(Former Livonia Churchill star) Mike Gentile
said it was the best field ho played on last year.”

Glese will play agninst Gentile and other ex-area
players Travis Roy (Livonia Stevenson), Scott

Lamphear (Churchill) and Jeff Gold (Plymouth
Salem) when UWGB plays Wisconsin-Madison
next season.

Giese, who had 54 goals and 37 nsaists during a
four-year high school career, cxpects to play either
forward or an attacking midfielder next senson,

“I think I'd rather play forward. I don’t know if I
could play midfield at the colleginte level my first
year," he said.

“That's where the game s won or loat, and I
don't know if I'd want that kind of pressure right
away. I'd like to get in the awing of things first.”

And, for those who think Giese is headed for the
frigid north, UWGB has underground hallways be-
tween buildings, so students don't have to go out.
doors as much, Gieso said.

Verrino will join former Farmington High goal-
keeper Mike Shechy and fellow CC graduate Dom-
inic Scicluna at QU. John Gentile, another ono- -
time Observerland star at Livonia Churchill, alse
plays for the Pioncers.

T was torn between playing soccer or going to the
University of Michigan an ing on acas
demics,” Verrino sald. “I figuro a four-year scholar-
ship will help me, Thelr academic programs fit
what I want to go into.

Verrino, who plans to study engineering or possi-
bly medicine, will have his tuition/fecs and two-
thirds of room and board pald by tho athletic schol-
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